

and the daughters Uaomi end I'ary. liaomi became Lirs. Smith 
and V&ry married Y/illian Evdng and both went to Ohio. C-abriel 
married Rebecca Stephenson and settled where Jonathan MoEeill 
lived, then moved to Jackson County, Ohio, where he became a 
v/ell Imoim citizen. Prom information furnished by one of 
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* Anna -core, near l.nrlinton; the late Jane Kenniaon 
Creak; .'Ixs. Kaoni Dilley near Bliley's Kill! the Xate 
ashington UoUelU of Buck's Bun, where Joseph B. KcKeill now 
-'-ves; the late John UcKeill Junior, nerohant at Hillsboro, 
v<ere his children. 

Moore McNeill first married Martha McNair of Augusta 
Count y ana settled on Dry Creel:, near the mouth. His second 
v, -- e v/as -‘ancy Auldridge* daughter of William Auldridge, ances¬ 
tor cf the Auldridge connection in our county. By this mar- 
naye there were two daughters and one son. Clarl: died in early 
manhood. Phoebe Ann was married to Reuben Overholt, fancy 
became Mrs. U. H. Overholt. 

Uillian McNeill married Nancy C-riffey from Pranhlin 
County, Virginia, a daughter of a Swiss soldier who came over 
with the Marquis La Payette and remained to become a citizen 
of the United States. They settled on the Thomas McNeill 
homestead. He was a popular school teacher and among the 


earliest of his profession in the pres ent limits of the 
county. He taught a twelve month school at the Ilarony Place 
and had among his pupils Martha AdfcLson, Agnes Gay and Andrew 
Gay, brother and sister of the late John Gay. The Bucliley^ 
also went to this school. The sons of William and Nancy McNeill 

were Jonathan, Janes, Claiborne, and Moore; the daughters were, 

s 

Jane, Elisabeth and Agnes. 1 

Elizabeth married to Solomon Cochran on Droop Mountain, 
son of Isaac Cochran. They settled in Hairison county. 


Jane McNeill married John Adhison and settled 


head of 3wa-u. 


on the 
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Chnrles and Jacob Kennison of the Little Levels were 
anonc the earliest They had heard of the streams 

flowing toward the rrest. In their exploration of the Greenbrier 
‘'alley they found John McDeel, a refugee neighbor near Kill Point, 
''lies© three persons attempted permanent settlements about 1765 
£nd thus left their old hemes a few miles from Winchester, Vir¬ 
ginia, near Capon Springs. 

Charles Kerin is on ’ s wife was Martha Lay. 

About the tine of Bradaocks defeat she and her mother 
were taken prisoners by the Indians in the Capon neighborhood. 

Cn the morning after her captivity, Mrs. Day remarked to her 
friends that she believed the Indians were going to kill her. 

"Oh Mother, what ma3-cs you think so" exclaimed Martha."Because 
they have given moccasins to all the prisoners -$^me and have 
left me barefooted" replied the Mother. 

When all were ready to move on, a warrior walked up to 
Mrs. Day and struck her a stunning blow between the shoulders 
knocking the breath out of her then in an instant lifted the 
scalp. She was left there and it was never known whether she 
recovered consciousness or died immediately. 

The lands settled by Charles Kennison were sold to Sherman 
Clark who made his home at that place. Charf.es Kennison re¬ 
mained on this place until he was far advanced in life, when 
he moved to Ohio. Mr. and ,'rs. yfennison were the parents of 

two daughters and five sons - Chr*le ? ,Drvid, Mark, Hathaniel 
and Amos. 
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DnVid Kennis °a "as bom June 7 1767. He married Susanna 
HUCheS ' a sis ‘ t er of Moses and liilbum Hughes. David ICeimison 
soon after his marriage settled North of Mill Point. They 
'■ ere the parents of two daughters - Esther who became Mrs. 

William McHeel, and Elizabeth,and these are the names of the 
seven sons. Charles, William, Lawrence, Hark, David, J ames 
and Jacob. All these children went west except Jacob Kennison, 
who married(in 1828) Catherine Clendenen and settled on the 
homestead. In reference to their children — Hannah was the 
first wife of the late William Morrison near Buckeye. William 
married Jane, daughter of Squire John McKee1 and lived on Dry- 
Branch. He was a Union Soldier. Her.ckiah Bland married Eliz¬ 
abeth Ann Silva and located in Bratton County; Allan married 
Rebecca Perkins and lived on the Greenbrier east of Hillsboro, 
West Virginia. Haney married John D. Rorke of “-arlinton. Sarah 
Ann became Mrs. Isaac Hill of Hills Creek. John Bland died in 
early youth. David Dlerly, a Confederate Soldier died during 
the War. Mrs. Catherine Kennison died in 1664. Jacob Kennison 
was a well known citizen and served many years as Constable of 
his district. 

Uathanlel Kennison of Charles the pioneer, came from 
Ohio on a visit and died near Greenbank. Amos Kennison, son 
of Charles the pioneer, married ‘‘ancy CSsebolt on the Greenbrier 

I 

end settled on pn'H: of* the homestead, then in possession of 
John E. Kennison, two miles west of Hillsboro. 

Their children were David, Hartlia and John Barlow. 

Llartha became the wife of Zachariah Armentrout and settled 
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n,tu X>' year, a „„ 

^ kl Ciatrate in his district. He rc " 

ca tion at the Hillsboro Academy, mainly 
i° n ° r Rev * H. D. Dunlap. I.tr. Dunlap regarded 

^ a.| 

10 most exemplary young persons that he had ever 

e I)avis Dennison married Rebecca lewis, daughter of 
James Lewis, who owned large and fertile tracts ox 
Greenbrier Valley. James Lewis was one of the 
prietors of Hillsboro. John L. Kennison married 
s °Dother daughter of James Lewis and lived near 
a farm inherited by his wife from her father James 
i-am i.ennison never married. Nathaniel married Miss 
ia of Greenbrier County. 

)f the most skillful work was done by Charles and 
)n with broad axe and whip saw. Some of the first 
’k that was done Irifhls county was by Richard 
Dennisons. Charles Kennison hewed the logs for 
the pioneer. The building yet stands; he also 
logs lor Claiborne l.IcKeel’s house near Buckeye, 
me Kennison ranks among the most noted in our 


• -'^ccr ^ -- 

J 

(-•roa* Writer's notes and History by Families) 

__LE7I L100RE - Pioneer 

-•ore than one hundred years ago, one of the most 
Wit3el ’' r ^ norm citizens in the region now embraced by Poca¬ 
hontas and Bath Counties r;as Levi ICoore^Senior, a native of 
'•ales. He was the pioneer of Prost and came there sometime 
Previous to the Revolution and was among the first to make 
a permanent settlement. The lands he settled are now owned by 
‘-he Gibsons, Sharps and others. His wife was Susanna Crist. 

--e ii'rst settled in Pennsylvania where he lived until his 
family, two sons and two daughters were born and the older 
ones nearly grown • . Hannah LToore married Robert Gay,the 
ancestor of the Gay families so frequently mentioned in our 
records. 

Sally Boore became lirs. John Smith, one of the first 
permanent settlers of the 2dray District, near the head of 
£»tony Creek, of whom special mention is made. 

Levi iloore Junior was a nan of marked prominence in 
our county.affairs. He was six feet eleven inches in height 
and well proportioned. He was a member of the Virginia Legis- 
lature and was on the co-mission to locate the court house. 

Ke selected a site near whew George Sartor, County Surveyor 
lived. His first wif. v, as :: iS8 Eanoy s^rp, daughter of 

William Sharp, the Huntersville pioneer and lived on the Koore 
homestead. 

In reference to their children— 


Hebecca Moore married Leonard Irvine on Back Creel: 
lived at the brick house where the road to Frost leaves 
the Back Creek roadT Levi Irvine was killed in an accident, 
lizzie married Henry Coffee of Augusta Ccunty, Virginia. 


'3 


cb 



0 


S 

o 


£ 

M 

§ 

a 

0 

W 

£ 

o 

to 

d 

to 

g 


0 



H 

H 5 
Cj 

0 

0 

0 

d 

0 

P 

d 

.d f 

o 


P u 


0 

o 

0 

P rd 

H 

> 

0 p 

P 

•H 

•H o 

P 

H 


•rl 


h & 

a 

§ 

c .y 


<0 

d 

0 

p 

to 


5 

I 

d 

o 

0 

5 


§ 



H 

CO 

0 

0 




c 

0 

3 

H 

,d 

■ d 

o 

p 





'tf 

o 

n> 

O 

h> 


Pi 



•* 

« 

o 

,d 

d 

S 


P 

0 

u 

o 

O 

u 

0 


d 

0 

> 

* 

d 

> 

0 

H 


0 


•0 


fS 


0 

0 



& 

Jh 

0 

rl 

o 

o 

p 

J> 

11 

M 

o 

d 

0 


i-4 

H 


• 


■a 

1 


■p 

(0 

0 


0 

5 


0 

•H 


0 

U 

0 


t 

3 


£ 

d 

£ 


p, 

0 

CO 

o 


I 


•H 

0 


fH 

A 

a 

H 


o 

-H 

0 

H 


H 

0 

•H 


0 

3 

rCj 

0 

> 

o 

o 

a 

w 


p 

r< 

♦ 

c 

• 



* & 




o 


U 

0 

A 


O 

O 


CO 

o 

o 

p 

p 

d 

0 

£ 


1 

•H 

<H 

TJ 

§ 

3 

0 

o 


o 

p 

co 

‘H 

O 

■s 

0 

rCj 


0 

u 

p 

£ 

i 

■9 


- 3 - 



/a J ** ./L 

--ITS. Lary Jane Hoore, the third daughter, made her home 
With her da ^Chter, Mrs. Matilda Moore, near Mount Zion Church. 

George Hoore, the youngest son was about as tall as his 
father. ti e spent some years in the TTest, then returned to 
Pocahontas about 1841 and was a pupil at the first session, 

M*f- fought in the Hillsboro Academy about 1042, at Hillsboro, 

Pocahontas County. The Rev. Joseph Brown was Principal. He 
had the study of medicine in view and was an exemplary student i 
in his efforts to qualify himself. Hr. Brown took much interest 
in the quiet and busy student but he contracted tuberculosis and. 
died at the home of his sister —Krs. Rebecca Irvine on Sac £ 



Creek. 

Levi Moore Senior located 575 acres of a British survey 

on the head waters of Knapps Creek. After the Revolution new 

requirements were made in order to secure permanent possession. 

Tt was to pay a requisite fee. A warrant would be given for 

the land and a patent granted by the Pederal Government. The 

new papers were dated 1798 and were attested by Henry Grimes 

and Allen Poage and signed by Madison, Governor of Virginia. 

Previous to this survey, George Poage had a warrant on two 

thousand acres which would have included the 575 acres claimed 

by the Moore ! s.At first the Hoore*s contested for the British 

right, but when they found such was not" val$.d they then availed 

/ 

themselves of the provision authorizing exchange of warrants. 

Levi Hoore Junior in this new arrangement is assignee of 
Levi Hoore Senior for lands adjoining the lands of Aaron Hoore, 
who was at that time living on the Herold place, so when a warrant 


elsewhere was exchanged for the warrant on 
nG Aar _^ n Moore was agreed upon by Poage and Levi 
aiKl the P ate nt was applied for, George Poage stated the 
there had been an exchange of warrants and at Poage’ 
t.ie title for 575 acres was vested in Levi Moore, 
r as assignee of Levi Moore Senior. 

-‘-he transaction is interesting and shown the spirit 
le manhood, integrity and honesty. It brings out the 
i -vale v So far as the law went, Poage could have 
'he 575 acres with all the improvements and good 
;ies of the land at the time the warrant or claim 
tere bore no comparison in real value to the claim 
ie lands - adjoining the lands of Aaron Moore. 

We should love and honor the memory of our pioneer 
s and keep their record before us when we know the 
f citizen they were. 

Honest, C-od fearing, brave and true. Their like 
ever be known. Again let history record every name 
love and honor remember them. 
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MoCutcheon, imply Scotch-Irish or Sootch-English descent. 

Warwick, Matthews, Eeniok, Clark, Gibson, Johnson, 
Galford, Buckley, Kinnison, Adkison, Barlow, Gatewood, Jack- 
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g on. He took up 
ads that Waddle Intended to 
off before he returned. When 
3ad Irishman. William Ewing 
1 over the axe and explained to 
all a joke. In ^rice’s 
the Court House, the name is 
■. Ewing does not know the 
; but thinks it was long before 
inty records for June 1822 show 
ie d one dollar and fifty cents 
■ on a road. 

. and William Ewing later 
tellipolis. 



s cenic beauty of this natural region of West Virgin- 
'^tracts large numbers of visitors and the resort in— 
di.. *ry increases each year 'in addition to the scenery and 


p 

0 


1 


C 


p 

C-J 

f i 


u 


t-< 

0 

d 

o 

(rt 

to 

0) 


0 

.G 

rH 

tt 


£ 

p. 


.G 

P 

Vi 

0 

0 

•H 

a 


P 



H 

0 


a> 


G 

a 

0 


•d 

d 

p 


O 

o 

•H 

0> 

•H 

£ 



CO 

N 

.G 

xx 

+3 

0 

H 

to 

■H 


p 

Vi 

Eh 


H1 

44 

d 


CO 

0 


W) 

•H 

O 



o 

E 

• 

c 

43 

•H 

rH 


E 

d 

G 

•H 


Eh 

rH 



G 

•H 


0 


d 


0 


d 

E 

g 

E 



,c 

0 

p 

(0 

6-* 

0) 



p 

p 

G 

o 


-C 

G 



tH 

G 



P 

•H 


CO 


_o 

•d 

• 


d 


•H 

0 

14 

G 

0) 

0 

eh 



0 


d 

+3 

44 




> 

P, 


d 

d 

0 



•H 

o 

hD 

p 

e 

.a 



H 

o 

g 

O) 


p 


• 

0 

B 

•H 


p 



o 

'd 

Q 

43 

0 

d 

>» 

• 




0 

43 

.d 

p 

ho 

•—X 

p 

Vi 

•H 

+3 

p 

G 

G 


Pi 

O 

Vi 



G 

•rH 

p 




O 

CO 

o 

s 

o 


.c 

•> 

+3 

0) 

o 

Eh 

•H 

• 

p 

to 


CO 


d 

H 

>. 

Eh 

c 

0 

CO 

0) 

Vi 

P 

p 

O 

•«H 

G 

d 

44 


CO 

c 

q 

P. 

H 

H 

P 

f-i 

•H 

d 


S 

2 

to 


o 

Q 

o 

tc 

CD 

> 


G 

Vi 


o 

c 

H 


rH 

•H 


CO 


•rH 

*3 

rH 

d 


CD 

rH 

0 

>» 


d 

u 

0) 

rH 

0 

.g 

rH 

Eh 

<D 

G 

Eh 

X 

> 

p 


O 


p 

0 

d 

0 



Vi 

Vi 

d 

.G 

Eh 

XX 

Vi 

P 

w 

c 


o 


o 

d 

o 


P-» 

> 

QJ 


rH 

<L> 

w 

.a 

d 

d 

rH 

q 

Vi 

•H 

p 

0 

Vi 

P 

o 

M 

■H 

•d 

> 


P 

-H 

0 

•H 

a 

3 

♦3 

Eh 

0 

w 

0 

G 

l* 

n 

a> 

Eh 

W 

CO 

a> 

a 

0 

•H 

0 

•H 

> 

•H 

TJ 

d 

3 

0 

o 

a 

n. 

o 

•H 

CO 

G 

.o 

0) 

> 

O 

o 

'G 

§ 

rH 

Eh 

G 

p 

d 


-Q 

G 

0 

P 

d 

rH 

P. 



p 





0 


0 



0 


o 



0 

0 

P 

,q 

T3 

p 

P 


■G 

44 

Pi 

p 

G 




to 

P 



G 

0 

Vi 


•rl 



Vi 

rH 

o 

0 

rG 

G 

• 

o 

44 

•H 




•ri 

H 


P 

44 

p 

G 

0 


G 

0 

*H 


o 

d 

44 

o 

0 

q 

O 

•• 

o 

p 

■H 

Eh 

'd 

o 


W 

XX 

w 

i 

O 




G 

0 


1 

X 

d 

0 


•H 

Vi 


p 

0 

Eh 

•rH 

• 

d 

Vi 

o 

0 

rH 

to 


0 

p 

o 

Eh 

0 

rH 



G 

G 


o 

Vi 

•H 

0 

q 

•H 

G 

G 

P 


a: 

a 

d 

d 

o 

H 

0 

o 


•ri 


P 

& 

0 

rH 

o 

E 

rH 

0 

G 


.G 

rH 

5 

o 

43 

0 

G 

6= 

P 

•H 

Fh 

G 

1 —1 

o 

0 

G 



Vi 

0 

•ri 

14 


o 


Vi 



B 



0 

Vi 

o 

'G 

f H 


►»» 

0 


o 


0 

O 

0 

G 

.G 

d 


H4- 

£ 


Eh 

0 

P 


p 

‘-PJ 

0 

H-3 

d 

.G 


•» 

0 

OT 

•H 

O 

G 

to 

0 

0 

9 

QJ 

> 

0 

cr 

0 

Eh 

to 

It 

•rH 


•r-a 

0 

rH 

d 

c 


0 


43 


«—H 


d 

0 

rG 

. 

O 

rH 


p 

Eh 

0 


>» 


d 


CO 


H 

d 

P 

r< 

Eh 

0 

0 

>, 

•H 


d 

0 

44 

Es 

N 

E 

o 

§ 


> 

p 

l • 

Eh 


p 

O 

0 

0 


0 

0 

Eh 


o 

•H 

0 

G 

•G 

rP 

G 

to 



Vi 

•ri 

P 

c 

O 

G 

0 

P 

0 


d 


•H 

,C 

•rH 

o 

o 

Eh 


Eh 

p 



P 

P 

O 


0 



G 

O 



• 

& 

G 

P 

0 

o« 


0 

0 

o 

•rH 

.G 

f-i 

0 

d 

,G 

G 

p 



d 



P 

•H 


'd 

§ 

•H 

J/ 


d 

0 

d 

p 

•a 

Eh 

rH 

q 

ro 

•H 

to 

•H 


d 

rH 

3 


P 

G. 


pj 

>> 


0 

CO 

Eh 

HI' 

P 

o 

d 

*iH 


0 

o 

0 

Vi 

. -G 

o 

0) 

G 

JG 

CQ 

O 

to 

C 

d 


H-3 

0 

p 

H-3 

P 

•H 

Eh 

P 

0 


d 


G 

c 

.Q 

0 

fH 

0 

0 

3 

•H 


a 

o 

P 


.G 

o 

O 

o 

0 

a 

0 

P 

O 

13 

Pi 

0 




year 179S in a rude cabin which stood one and half miles nortn 
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* S ^ly as 1759 . H e preached in the little *nite Pole 
° hUrcb bu Ut by John McNeel. The tradition is true for 
1s substantiated by general records of the Qhurch. It 
appear 8 the first organization was perfected here in the 
^ as: named year and at the time the members composing the 
Church were: John McNeel, Martha McNeel, James Lewis, 

Rebecca Lewis, Andrew Waddell ar.d wife, Charles Kennison, 

Jacob Kennison, Mrs. James Brinr.ell, John Switzer a:id wife, 
Richard Kill, Nancy Hill and Abraham Hill. 

^Hlls boro was the only little town in Little levels 
district. It was laid out in 1S^J> by Joseph Erown, a Pres¬ 
byterian minister and school-teacher. The original proprietors 
were John Hill, Davis Poage, Nathaniel Kennison and James 
Lewis. The settlers ha^to use their wits and depend upon 

themselves for material for comfortable clothes. T he favorite 

_ - 

material of a hunter or ranger was deer skin as it was^best 

material to stand rough usage. Many families from tne oldest 

to the youngest were thus clothed. Great skill was attained 

in making the deer skin soft and pliable. The settlers were 

adepVin manufacturing cloth. They brought spinning wheels 

and looms. Nearly every farmer had his flock of sheep and 

his patch of flax. The wool was carded with hand cards, spun 

and woven at home and made up into clothes for both men and 

womenr Nice suits for men were made of fulled cloth and fine 

dresses for women of "pressed flannel". The flax was pulled 

and spread out in rows on the ground, rottedthen broken and 

swingled and was thus prepared for spinning on the little 


XVae °' L as tae machine was called to distinguish 11 from 
Xiie lar ^ er ^eel for spinning wool. It war, woven into 
t.i for table linen, towels, sheets and nhirt^- T ^ e 
i<--ich was the coarse part combed and of hatchel 


<o 










CD 


• 



• 








1 

c 

0 


Fh 




• 


• 





G 

(0 

0 

O 

>-» 

H 

cn 


d 





H 

•H 

fH 

G 

> 


P 

0 

>» 


s 




M 


0 

•rH 

•«H 

d 

P 

> 

o 

H 

CO 




o 


d 

cd 

fd 

cd 

G 

O 

P 

O 

CO 




•H 

o 

H 

p 

0 

G 

O 

d 

G 

<w 




U 


•iH 

G 

Fh 

p 

o 

10 

CD 

A\ 

0) 

> 

• 




■ ■ 

0 

T3 

CO 

d 

£ 

G 

o 

0 

•H 

CO 

G 

o 

•rH 

d 

cd 

G 

c 

0 

H 

•«H 

fc 

Ci 




0 

w 

u. 

o 

*H 

0 

P 

P 

£ 

0 

Fh 

P 

•H 

d 

0 

p 


w 

C" 







0 


P 

0 



P 

C 

c 

— 

>-• 

4-3 




G 

a 

o 

p 

0 

g 




~ 

H-i 





*«H 


p 


P 


o 

d 

o 

>» 





o 

G 

CO 

o 

P 


0 

<*h 

c 

£) 




d 

p 

•H 

CO 


CO 

G 

p 


•rH 





0 



o 

<tH 

0 

O 

0 

(0 


«D 




d 

p 

§ 

Fh 

o 

£ 

•H 

rH 

P 

CO 

s 




•H 

o 

cd 

o 



P 

0 

•H 

Fh 

O 




•W 

0 

o 

CO 

CO 

ho 

O 

H 

G 

cd 

P 




0 

•r-3 

H 


0 

G 

0 


CD 

0) 





Fh 

P 


d 

•H 

•H 

CO 

0 


>> 

P 




3 

s 

0 

Fh 

£ 


P 

Fh 


cd 



• 

0 

CO 

Fh 

cd 

o 

p 


a; 

o 




CO 

Fh 


G 

0 

p 

rH 

cd 

H 

£ 

CVJ 

0 



cd 

0 

CO 

o 

d 

G 

<H 

.3 

0 

2 


d 



s 

.a 

£ 

& 

G 

P 


p 

P 

G 

Fh 

cd 



p 

£ 


cd 

•H 

CO 


w 

10 

o 

2 



Eh 



G 

& 

Fh 

Fh 

G 

0 


P 




6h 


o 

0 


P 

0 

•H 

P 

Fh 


CO 



W 

CX\ 

p 

>4 

0 


P 


o 

O 

G 

cd 



CO 

P 

£ 

O 

P 

0 

cd 

CO 

G 

Vi 

Fh 

fc: 




r— 


•H 


P 

£ 

Fh 

•H 


O 

CO 



9h 

H 

G 

Fh 

CO 

P 


0 

c= 

P 

& 



CO 


cd 

p 

d 


0 

> 

P 


0 



cd 

FH 

e 

(0 

O 

<*H 

CO 

•H 

o 

o 

P 

<0 


• 

M 

cd 


•H 

O 

0 

Fh 

+3 

rH 

o 

+* 

ut 




0 

cd 

o 

Fh 


p 



O 

__i 

0 
f • 




>* 


CO 

0 

0 

p 

Fh • 

G 

0) 

to 

n 

O 





0 

* 

cd 

0 

P, 

£ 

o 

0 

0 

P 

Fh 

G 


0 

.a 

p 





P 

•H 

rH 

0 

0 

0 

P 

P 

n 

cd 

o 

o 





P 

G 

•ri 

CO 


CO 

O 

0 

0 




P 

/ f? 

r-* 

£ 

0 

p 

o 

p 

o 

CO 

Fh 

rH 





3 

/ * 


p 

G 

p 

cd 

CO 

o 

p 

n 

rH 

cd 

$ 

d 

CD 

Fh 

0 



o 

P 

c 

* 

d 

§ 

o 

•e 

0 

d 

0 

>. 

rH 

•H 

P 

•H 

>> 

»—1 

>, 

P 

G 






0 

§ 

CO 

•rH 

Fh 

0 

on 

G 

Fh 

u 

u> 




p 

■p 

G 

o 

Fh 

P 


G 

as 

0 

as 




G 

•H 

O 


a 

P 


P. 

0 

> 

3 




G 

5 


d 

Fh 

F4 

d 

(0 

► * 

• « 

0 

d 




O 

cd 

CO 

P 

G 

G 

O 

•H 






O 

< 

cd 

(0 

G 

d 





ri 

c 


& 

rH 

cd 

cd 

p 

o 

•H 

* 

CO 


0 ) 

c 

0 ) 

£ 

& 

o 

T 3 

0 ) 

<D 

p 

H 

o 

p 

•iH 

o 

<D 

H 

p 

cd 

rH 

f-i 

0 ) 

,G 

P 


cd 

p 

CO 

p 


CO 

•H 

.a 


Jp 

M O 


0) 

.a t3 


r-i H 

cd O 

c o 

o 

co a) 


H +» 

<D 

bO 

G H 
a> iTv 



0) 

c 

o 

B 


0) 

ai 

o 

r- 

u 


rH 

id 



o 

> 

r-i 

a> 

CO 


p 

o 

cd 

ft 

•H 

p 


G 

> 

co 


o 

H 

PS 


CO 

0) 


0) 


•H 

<D 



> 

CO 

ft 

JP 


a> 

•rH 

•H 

ft 

O 

rH 

> 

« 

CO 

•H 


cd 

H 


CO 

0) 

t -1 

d 


cd 

CO 


a> 

CO 

a> 


•H 

p 

G 


•H 

n 

£0 


0) 

cd 

u 

cd 

CO 

P 

O 


.Q 

p 

■H 

o 


p 

G 




>» 

o 

Q> 

o 

p 



CD 

co 


CO 


fH 

u 


.c 

cd 

•d 

0) 

O 


p 

0) 

<D 

G 


t 



rtf 

H 

P 

rtf 


cd P 

Q) CO 


CD 

0) (D 


B 0> 

CO 

cd *d 


CO 

O H 

O d) 

G ^ 
-p ft 

*a cd 


i\ 


CO CO 

* 01 


co ,a 


bo cd 
g 


^ U) 


*d £ 

G o 

<d G 


out as it was a msnace to people and buildings standing 
near. The bowl has been capped with copper and at the proper 
time it will be given a treatment of wood preserving paint. 

John Lewis (Father of General Andrew Lewis) was a 
native of Ireland, descended from a family of Kugenots. He ^ 
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lfUci to re st under a large maple tree on the farm wnerc 


* V had iived. The farm i; 


owned by TTrenn Kennison 


Wn ° ce mot ' fl er was Mary S. Lewie, daughter of Jaaes Lewis. 

) Daughters of the Revolution will erect a monu- 
er ‘“ their graves. James Lewis died the first year of 
^iVil Tar. Being a large land owner he had cattle and 
in large numbers for those times. There being no 
banks near he kept his money about his house until the war 
t-ole out. He then took it 2 way from the house and hid 
ft in the forest in -the direction of the Greenbrier River, 
cO ne told his family, but it was never found. 
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REVOLUTIONARY WAR FERIOD' 



Co 


/ 


lees thsn t* 6 °^ tbreak of the Revolutionary War, there v '® r “ P^ntas 
County " r -\° n ^ lnbab ltftnts within the present limits of , the 
oount^. colonel John McNeel was the first pioneer to 6 f fct J® \ ear 
Llw.le Levels District of Pocahontas County, which was in the y 
x<co as near as can be determined. He later met Charles a n ln 

Klnnieon, who has come from the Cumberland Valley to founc 
- fc ocahontas County. 

At the outbreak of Dunmore's War, McNeel ana the two Klnnieon 
enlisted and went to Pddnt Pleasant, where they participate a* r 

hard fought battle of October 10th, 1774. They returned none, 

the conclusion of Dunmore's Warmountains 
sxxxksxxk A short time intervened and they were crossliib coloni® 

to the east to join the patriot army in defense of the thir e " ‘ 
agair.6t the mother country and served throughout the Revoiu 
1776 to the conclusion of the war. 

John Bradshaw, another early and prominent settler of 
County, was a Revolutionary soldier tho he appears to nave en ai^-V 

the County of Uonroe. He was at Yorktown and wltnessec the critl * rf 
-under command of Lord Cornwallis, march out ln defeat between two line 
of the American army on October 19th, 1781. He very shortly tnereai .ex- 
settled at Huntersville and became one of the leading citizens of t-ne 
County, and was a member of the County Court until his death which occur 
on December 30th, 1834, at the age of 76 years. 

The following affidavits were taken from the County records, whic 
show that Pocahontas County, furnished some soldiers ln the Revolutlon&r 
War, who were residents'here at that period, and also some soldiers who 
were residents of other sections of Virginia, who later came and settled 
in the County and remained here until their aeath. 


fia/x 

/ ^ 
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JOHN SLAVEH - Pioneer 


One of* the notable families in our local annals was 
the Slaven*s, whose ancestor was John Slaven, who cane fron 
Ireland about the middle of the seventeenth century. ' liC 
first settled in Rockingham County, then came to Highland 
County, Virginia, and located at Meadow Dale on property 
that is nov; held by Stuart Slaven. His wife was a Miss 
Stuart. 

In reference to John Slaven*s sons:. 

Henry and Reuben went to Chio and settled in the great 
Sciota Valley. 

Daniel Slaven located his hone on Clinch River, Tennessee. 
Isaiah Slaven married Martha Stuart and went to Mont¬ 
gomery County, Kentucky, in 1792, about the time the state 
cane into the Union, and settled at Mount Sterling. 

William Slaven settled in Smith County, Tennessee. 

Stuart Slaven remained on the homestead, his wife was 
a daughter of Jesse Johnson. He was one of the most prominent 
and influential citizens cf his time. 

Stuart Slaven's children were Reuben, (for so many 
years one of the leading citizens of his county, and perhaps 

celebrated more marriages than any magistrate that ever held 

\ 

office in his section) william, Stuart, Kellie (who became 
I>s. Adam Lirhtner) Krs. Thomas Campbell, Sallie (who was Krs. 
Alexander Gilmore) Haehel, (v.-ho became Krs. Given and went west) 
and Mrs. Matilda Wade. 


Her 


Uargoxe't Slaven married Benjamin 3* Campbell, 
daughters Hk&£iZr Sm S; p. Patterson and Hiss Hattie Campbell, 
or Huntersville; Stuart Campbell of 3elington, Brown Campbell 
-^atc of --onterey, Virginia and Luther Campbell of Lunmore, 
looahontas County, are her sons. 

John Slaven, son^of John from Tyrone, Ireland, v/ns 
twice married. The first wife was a Hiss Wade. There was one 
son, John Slaven, who never married. The second marriage was 
with Elizabeth Warwick, a sister of Andrew and William Warwick 
on Jeer Creek. Hot long after this marriage he settled on 
the head of Greenbrier river and he is the ancestor of the 
Pocahontas branch of the Slaven family. By the second mar¬ 
riage there were five daughters and two sons. 

He was a man of remarkable muscular powers and was a 
Revolutionary veteran, a noted hunter and trapper. He had 
thrilling descriptions to give of the many engagements he 
passed through; the hazardous risks he ran, and the privations 
he endured in the service of hi3 country. 

He lived to be an old man and in reference to his 
children we give the following: 

Sallie Slaven became Mrs. Dinwiddle, and lived at the 
head of Jackson's river; then went to Hardin County, Ohio. 

Priscilla Slaven became Mrs. Jos’eph ffooddell of Green 
Bank, Pocahontas County, and lived in Pike County, Ohio. 

Anna Slaven married Patrick Bruffey, and lived near 
Green Bank on property occupied by John Wevener. Patrick 
Bruffey was a veiy useful and prominent citizen; 


a skilled 




st of the offi- 


^orknan in Stone, iron and wood; and filled mo 
cial positions in the, G ift of the county. 

'-'■ary Slaven became Mrs. John Wooddell, near Green Bank, 
•j-s. p. Slaven, Hon. V. J. Yfooddell and J. S. Wooddell 
Esquire were her children. 

• orcaret Slaven became lira. Samuel Rucknan. 

Willaim Slaven, son of John Slaven the pioneer, was 
ooiTi July 6, 1798 and was married in 1819 to Margaret V/ooddell 
at Green Bank. She was born June 27th, 1500. They had six 
sens and two daughters. Their names were Charles, who died 
in California; when so many went to get gold. William Patrick, 
Janes Cooper, Henry, Uathan - a Confederate soldier, killed at 
rort "Oonelson and Elisabeth, who became Mrs. Osborne of Gilmer 
County, West Virginia. 

William Slaven*s second marriage was with Haney Cline of 
lewis County and there were five daughters and four sons by 
this marriage. Mary, Sarah, Caroline, Martha, Lucy, Prank, 
Lanty, Roland and Perry. William Slaven*s descendants 
(nest of them) live in Jackson, Wirt, Lewis and Gilmer coun¬ 
ties and are reported to be prosperous and good citizens of 
that part of West Virginia. 

While living in Pocahontas Ccmnty, William Slaven vfas 
a man of prominence - a member of the Virginia Legislature, 
Magistrate and Assessor. He concluded to move to Lewis county 
after years spent in Pocahontas County. Assisted by John 
V/ooddell, hos household goods were carried over Cheat Mountain 
to Larger JU's near Huttonsville, on pack horses, there beine 


a bridle path at the tine. He lived avftiile on Leading 
^'roh, i-ewig County;* then went to Uirt County, near Burning 
Springs and finally to Jackson County, a short distance from 
Ravenswood. In his new places of residence, after leaving 
Pocahontas, he was honored with places of trust, served as 
magistrate and deputy sheriff which at that time meant the 
active duties of sheriff. h e was an efficient, trustworthy 
business man. 

Jacob Slaven, son^ of the pioneer of that much named 
region--Head of C-reenbrier, Upper Tract, Traveler's Repose- 
married Pie an or Lockridge, daughter of Lanty Lockridge Senior 
on Knapps Creek. They passed most of their lives on the 
head of the C-reenbrier in a widely known and attractive home. 

In their time there was much travel along the road--the 
Staunton and Parkersburg Pike. The most of communication 
between the western and eastern parts of Virginia was by this 
route . Governor Joe Johnson and. Stonewall Jackson stopped 
over here tc enjoy trout and venison. 

Everything seemed prosperous and pleasant with Jacob 
Slaven until the terrible ravages of war laid his home in ashes 
and exiled the happy inmates. The family were eight daughters 
and four sens. 

Harriet, who was much admired for her personal attrac¬ 
tions, married Patrick Gallaher and went to Missouri. 

Elisabeth was married to Colonel William T. Gammon 
citizen of prominence. She lived at Odessa, Missouri. 

John Randolph Slaven, late of Huntersville > married 

Margaret Wooddell. 


A-nnty Idokridg. Sloven married Isabella Burner, and 

' l "’ u ° n " c3 ‘ A He*heny, where his wodowed wife with her 
sons Jacob, Charles and Gratz resided. 

■ ary ?. Slaven was married to Jesse B. Slaven at 
"endow Dale, Virginia, where she died. 

Warwick Slaven married Ilary Riley and lived near Green Bank- 

. .artha Slaven married J. T. Hogsett and lived near 3 -Iill 
Point, this ccunty. 

Bleanor Slaven was first married to Y/ashington Arbogast. 
r’e died in IS64 of wounds received in the battle of Spottsyl- 
vania Court House. n er second marriage was to William Brown. 

-hey lived at Green Bank. 

Margaret married J. H. Patterson and lived at Marlinton. 

].>. Patterson was clerk of the Circuit Court of Pocahontas 
county for a number of years. He was a Confederate soldier 
iron start to finish and shared the perils of those who were 
first in battle and last in retreat. 

Sarah Slaven was first married to Peter H. Slaven and 
lived at Monterey, Virginia. Their son Emmet lives in Nebraska. 
Her second marriage was vdth Arista Hartman. They live in Kansas 

Winfield T. Slaven married Nannie P. Ruckman and lived 
near Marlinton 

It is interesting to note that Eleanor and Margaret were 
tvdns. Mildred and Alice were also twin sisters. 

John Slaven and wife, the ancestral pioneers, had their 
home on the beautiful banks of the upper Greenbrier, had a 
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I Pocahontas County lies in the extreme eastern 
portion of the State and is the southern:© st of what is 
tnom as the mountain tier of counties, bounded on the 
north by Randolph County, northeast by Pendleton, east 
and southeast by Highland and Bath Counties, (in old Virginia) 
south by Greenbrier County and west by Greenbrier and 

iVebster Counties. 

\ The surface is for the most part rough ana mountain¬ 
ous. Here you stand entranced by the picture of scenic 
grandeur; the traveler experiences a feeling of sublimity 
which-ever imoresses him when surrounded by great mountains. 
The Highland region extends along the eastern border of the 
state including part of Pocahontas County. This is a region 
of many mountain^ ridges between which are valleys rich in 
limestone soil between the ridges are broad lime stone valleys 
where the soils, rainfall and temperature combine to provide 
an excellent farming condition. 

) 7rom - goca nontas County southward we have the same 
rich limestone soil. The wooded mountains, the green valleys 
and the clear sparkling streams of these highlands provide 


eome of the most beautiful scenery in the state. The elevation 


of many of tnese mountain ridges in Pocahontas County 
from 3000 to 4000 feet high. 



s.mi ic:- 


Jur.nl 4 -b 


Pocahontas Count *) 




1845. 


A peck saddle made b;; Cleyton Gilley about the ^ear 
It is now owned bj Paul Dilley of Clover Lick, h.Ve. 
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early peruai:e;:t settlers. 

One of the earliest pioneers? and the first actual 
settler in Little Levels District of Pocahontas County, 
was John Met?eel. H e was born near Winchester, Virginia, 
hut early in life went to the Cumberland valley, in 
Maryland. Here, soon after his settlement, he had an 
altercation with a young man, which resulted in a hand to 
hand fight and IfcNeel believing that he had done hie antag¬ 
onist great bodily barn, fled to the wilderness and after some 
time spent in wandering tuoid the wild solitudes of tne Alle¬ 
ghenies, he came upon what has ever since been known as the 
Little Levels. Here he decided to make his future none 
and reared his lonely cabin. This was about the year 17c>5> 
two years after the des truction of the Muddy Creek settlement 
in Crecnbricr County. 


time-eft 


A short time-after Mr. McNeel had occupied his cabin, 
he was out hunting and greatly to his surprise, he met Charles 
and James Kinnison, two white men, who were searching for a 
suitable site to found a home. From them he learned that the 
man rxa with whom he had had the altercation in Cumberland 
Valley, and whom he supposed he had killed had not died and 
in fact had not been seriously injured. The Kinnisons ac¬ 
companied him to his lonely retreat and with him as a guide 
soon found lands upon which they resolved to settle, then all 
three returned east of the mountains to make preparations for 
their removal into the wilderness. 


■ 
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During their stay in the valley, Mr. McNeel wooed 
^on the hand of a lady named Uartha Davis. 3he was Dorn 
in Wales in I 743 , and at an early date had accompanied her 
parents to Virginia. Now she prepared to to tne wilder¬ 
ness and share the toils and hardships of a pioneer i.orr.e. 

All things were gotten ready, the journey made and ^* ie 
home reached. A few acres of land were cleared, ana tnen, 

Mr. McNeel remembering his duty to God, with his own nanas 
reared a small log cabin in which he anc?*neighbors mignt 
worship. This temple dedicated by its builder to the 
Builder of the Universe was called the"White Pole Cnurch M , 
and was, in all probability, the first ever erected west of 
the Allegheny Mountains. 

At length Dunmore's war broke out and Mr. McNeel, 
together with the Kinnisons, repaired to Camp Union, en¬ 
listed and accompanied General Lewis to Point Pleasant, 
where they participated in the bloody battle of October 
10th, 1774. During their abscence a child of Mr. ^cKeel 
died ana the mother constructed a rude coffin, dug a narrow 
grave, and with her own hands laid the infant to rest. This 
was the first child born within the limits of Little L evels 
District. 

The soldiers returned but not to remain. The strug¬ 
gle between the mother country and her American Colonies 
was rapidly verging to a crisis and they at once crossed 
the mountains sna joined the patriot army, in w.ich they 
served until they saw the thirteen feeble colonies of 1776, 





t " e rec °gnized nation of 1783. From these sturdy pioneers 
t..ere are to be found today within Pocahontas County some 
02 her most substantial citizens, who hoar the name of 
HcNeel ana Kinnieon. ffhat an effect it would have had on 
c * ne citizenship of Little Levels District, even to this day, 
-'ad John HcKeel never have met the young man in Cumber land 
Valley, with whom he had the fist fight! 



Peter Lightner was or.e of the early settlers in 
what is now Pocahontas County. He was a German-Dutchman 
and came from the eastern part of the State of Virginia. 

*“e located on Knapps CreeK In what is now Huntersville 
District, and was a great blessing to the country to which 
he came to help settle. Prior to his coming there were no 
mills nearer than—Staunton, a distance of nearly one hundred 
miles through a trackless wilderness . This was too far to 
go to mill, so the settlers prepared their own corn for 
bread. The mode was simple. A large tree was felled, from 
which a large block or cut was taken, which when placed on 
end was probably as high as a man's waist, it was placed on 



end in front of the cabin, then a fire was kindled upon it 
and so managed that an inverted cone was formed. From this 
the charred coals were taken and the "hominy block" was 
ready for use. A peck or more of shelled corn was put in 

end pour.ded until it wae reduced to coarse mcel, from which 

bread was then baked. Hr. Lightner's coming to the commu¬ 
nity remedied all this. He erected a mill, and although 




some of the pioneers had to come thirty miles or mere, 
t^ey considered it an eaey tack to urovide bread. This 
ill was located on Knapps Creek and, although many many 
>ears have breathed their changeful breath upon the site, 
ypT ‘ a portion of the old foundation and a trace of the 
race still remain to inform the observer that it once ex¬ 
isted. kr. Lightner sold this mill to John Bradshaw who 
in turn sold to to Henry Harper, two other pioneers in this 
community. 

Another early pioneer was John Bradshaw, who reared 

his cabin home on the site where Huntersville, formerly the 

county seat of Pocahontas County, now stands. Soon after he 

located, the people of Bath County, Virginia, constructed 

< & 

a wagon road from-Warm Springs through the mountains to his 
hone. This was the first uublic road ever onened within 
the present limits of Pocahontas County. 

Soon after the opening of thin thoroughfare, a man 
named John Harness began hauling goods from Staunton into 
these mountains for the purpose of trading with the settlers. 
He made his headquarters at the house of I!r. Bradshaw, and 
here he opened out h t his' stock of trade, which was largely 
made up of salt, coffee, powder, lead, a few pieces of calico 
and other articles. Here he would be met by the hunters, who 
brought in their pelts, venison, ginseng, and otter commod¬ 
ities, and exchange for what they most needed. From this 
act of exchange the place became known as Huntersville, a 



r.arae which it has ever since retained. It was a*- the 
home of this came Bradshaw that the County Government 

was organized for Pocahontas County, and the first County 
Court ever held for the County on March 1&22. The 

date of the settlement of John Bradshaw is unknown but it 
was in the beginning of the nineteenth century, he was 
the leading citizen of the County for many years and de¬ 
parted this life on December 30th, 183^, in the jGth year 
of his age, having been born February 2nd, 1759* ' ne ^ ies 
buried in the village of Huntersville. His grave hec re¬ 
cently been properly marked with appropriate ceremonies. 

Another one of the earliest settlers in that portion 
of Bath County, now included in Pocahontas County, was 
'Jacob Warwick. ~Ke came from the southeastern part of 

Tfi 

Virginia, and his first settlement was on Jackson River. 

He owned a great many slaves and after he patented the 
lands, now known as the Clover Lick farm, he came out and 
built a house then removed several of his slaves to the 
land for the purpose of having them improve it. Among the 
number was one known as "Old Ben," who in the absence of 
Mr. Warwick, acted as foreman or general manager. 

A .quantity of stock was brought out, and soon vast 
numbers of horses and cattle were running at large in the 
forest. On one occasion the proprietor case out to the 
farm to see how the work was progressing, and one morning 
during the stay, he and Ben rode some three miles up the 





strewn to salt the cattle, and when done they Etaxted to 
return, hut had not proceeded far when they were fired 
by a band of Indians in arabuch. But one bullet took ef. 
that pierced the body of the horse upon which Mr. Warwick 
rode. The horse fell to the ground hut at once recovered 
himself and the two dashed away at full speed, ana reached 
the house in safety, but just as they reined up,the wounded 
horse fell dead. Mr. Warwick mounted another which hap¬ 
pened to be standing in the yard, and rode post haste to 
Jacksons River, while "Old 3en" gathered the slaves and took 
refuge in the mountains and there remained until all danger 
was passed. 

The will of Jacob Warwick, which was probated in 

s 

the County Clerk's Office of Pocahontas County, at the 
February term of the County Court, 1826, shows the follow¬ 
ing bequeath: 

"24th. I give and bequeath to my servant man known ty 
the name of 3en, the balance of the aforesaid survey (which 
I bequeathed unto James W. Warwick and Jacob Warwick) from 
Wood's run to the upper end of said survey including all the 
land within the bounds. Also I give unto the said Ben two 
milch cows and to his heirs and assigns forever. 

2Rth. I do hereby emancipate and set free my servant 
man known by the name of Ben, together with his rife, Sate, 
and Charles, their son, for and in consideration of their 
faithful services to me." 


0ther early settlers in Pocahontas County, many 
w;ioee descendant 8 still bear their name and are here 
with us were: 

^©njamin Arbogast, who settled in the Clade Hill 
ig:;borhood. Adam Arbogast, who settled on the head of 
Greenbrier River in 1796. 

William Auldridge, a native of England who settled 
in Bridger's Gap. 

John Barlow, who settled on Euckley Mountain on the 
west side of Greenbrier River. 

Joshua Buckley, the pioneer settler of the Buckeye 
neighborhood who came from Winchester and settled at the 
junction of Swago Creek with Greenbrier River, between the 
years 1770 and*1775 

Adam Burner, the progenitor of the Burner family in 
Pocahontas County, who settled on the head of Greenbrier 
River. 

Robert Eeale, who settled on Elk about 1827 . 

Reuben Bussard, a native of Germany, who settled be 
tween Glade Hill and Frost. 

Jesse Bright, the ancestor of the Bright family in 
Pocahontas County. 

Valentine Cackley, who settled in the Hill Point 
neighborhood about 177&- 

Michael Cleek, tne progenitor of the Cleek family, 
who settled in Knapps Creek Valley. 

John H. Conrad, who settled on North Fork. 



Jacob Cassell, the ancestor of the CaeP.ell family* 

W ~° settled in Greenbank District. 

John Collins, a native of Ireland, who settled on 
Jreenbrier River. 

Thomas Cochran, a native of Ireland, who settled on 
’-e Rankin place on Greenbrier River. 

James Callison, who settled on Locust Creek about 17&2, 
and Anthony Callison, who settled in the same neighborhood 
at a later date. 

James Cooper,-who settled in the Greenbank neighborhood. 
Isaiah Curry, who settled on Rack Mountin. 

Henry Dilley, who settled on Thorny Creek. 

Michael Daugherty, a native of Ireland, who settled on 
Knapps Creek about 1770. 

Abram Duffield, who settled in Edray District. 

Walter Drinnon,- v a native of Ireland, who settled in 
Edray District. 

Martin Dilley, who settled near Dilley 1 s Mill. 

Edward Ervine, who settled on the head of Trimble's 
Run in Greenbank District. 

Andrew Edmiston, who settled on Locust Creek. 

William Sdmiston, who settled in Little Levels District. 
Jeremiah Friel, who settled on the waters of Lgurel Creek. 
John R. Flemmins, who settled on the waters of Laurel .Greek 
Felix Grimes, a native of Ireland, who settled on the 

waters of Knapps Creek about 1770 . 

Robert Gay, who settled in Edray District. 

David Gibson, who settled in Little Levels District about 

1770 . 


'“ l * Galford, the original ancestor of the Galford 
> in Pocahontas County, who settled on Glade Hill about 
the tirne of the Revolutionary War. 

William A. Gum, who settled near Greenbank. 

Jacob Gum who settled near Greenbank. 

Richard Hill, who is believed to have settled here 
about the time the armies of the Revolution were disbanded, 
r.e married Haney McNeel, a daughter of John KcNeel, the 
first settler of Little ^evels District. 

David Hannah, an early pioneer who settled on Elk 

Cnristopher Herold, who -settled on Douthards Creek. 

Henry Harper, the ancestor of the Harper family, who 
settled on_Knapps Creek about 1&12. 

Richard Hudson, who settled on Sitlingtons Creek. 

____ David James, who settled on Droop fountain. 

John Jordan, who settled in the Little L evels. He 
was a native of Ireland. 

leorge Kee, a native of Ireland, who came here prior 
to 1S00 and settled near Uarlinton. 

Daniel Kerr, who settled near Greenbank. 

Lanty Lockridge, who settled on Douthards Creek. 

Hoses Hoore, the ancestor of the large lloore family 
in Pocahontas County, who settled on Knapps Creek about 1770- 

Hugh HcLaughlin, who settled on the 6ite where the 
town of Harlinton now stands. 

Levi Koore, Sr. a native of Wales, who settled near 


Frost 
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0:a "" the ancestor of the large KoKeill 

cvrago Community, who settled in this County 

be ‘ Ween *7ft and 1770 . 

oampsoa L. Mathews, who first settled on Swago and 
latSr moved t0 Kill Point. Ke was the first county surveyor. 

"illiam Not*Ingham, a native of England and the an— 
cestor oi the Nottingham family, who settled in GrOentoank 

District. 


John Sharp, a native of Ireland, the ancestor of one 
-ranch of the Sharp family in Pocahontas County, who settled 
at Frost in 1S02. 

William Sharp, the ancestor of another branch of the 
Sharp family in Pocahontas County, who settled in Huntersville 
District about 17 73 . ; 

^ Samuel Whiting, who with his wife came from England 
and settled on Elki* His descendents are now to be found in 
Greenbrier County. 


John Yeager, who settled at Travelers Repose. 

And such other names as William Poage, David L. Ruckman, 
James Rodgers, John Slaven, John Smith, James Tallman, Joseph 
Varner, James Waugh, Ralph and Stephen Wanless, Alexander 
Waddell, Thomas Drennen, John .xzEkxxK, Johnson, Thomas John¬ 
son, Patrick Slaterly, Robert Duffie, Thomas Brock, Lawrence 
Drennin, James Lewis, John Switzer and many others. 

These pioneers, the foundation stone of our present 
citizenship, moztly came from that part of Virginia east of 
the mountains, though a few came from Maryland and Pennsylvania. 



^ trier married when they came and brought their 

a ^ Qri £ with them or else returned to the settlement 

a **elp:nate. a home was not complete without a cook, 
s Pinner and _ 
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^bapter 5 - Section 1 

T^Tis Collins, son or John Collins the pioneer, was 
called the *• monarch of all he surveyed " . He was regarded 
as the strongest, most athletic end largest man in the county. 
He excelled as a ditcher, fence builder end mower. **e belted 
many large tracts of land and cleared many iields. v,as 

also noted ior his good temper and jovial disposition. Never 
was he known to provoke anyone and, strange to say, he had 
more pugilistic knockouts than any one person of his tine in 
this section. 


-^Andrew Edmistony son of J ames Edmiston, was born in 

1777. He settled in the Lower Levels near Locust. In his 
youth and early manhood, Andrew Edmiston seems to have had 
a consuming passion for athletic exercises, boxing, wrestling, 
and feats of muscular endurance. There was at that time one 
Thomas Johnson, near the head of Stony Creek, who claimed to 
be the champion hard hitter of that region. He heard or 
young Edmiston*s exploits as an athlete, and these exploits c 
created some doubt as to who was the " best men " • To settle 
the question, the ambitious Stony ^reek champion sent a chal¬ 
lenge to the champion of the Lower h e vels f that if he would 
meet him he would find out that though he might be the best t.. 
the Levels could snow, that he would soon find himself nowhere 
on Stony Creek, if he just dared to show himself up there. 

This fired young Edmiston and he set out by light of the 
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morning stars lor West Union. 

He walked from his home near Locust to John Smith 8 » 
head of Jtony Creok, fifteen or more miles, before breakfast 
to dispute the question of " best man " with Tom Johnson on 
his own Stony Creek ground. Without stopping for breakfast, 
he sailed into Johnson. In the first round Johnson landed 
a terrifio blow on Sdraiston’s shoulder that dislocated his 
arm, and jet he continued the contest until he sav; his oppor¬ 
tunity, and overpowered Johnson until he called for enough. 
John Smith then took charge of the victor, the now M best 
man" on Stony Creek and the Levels, gave him his breakfast and 
by noon he was back at Locust. 


The story is told of Joseph Hannah, son of David 
Hannah, who lived at the mouth of Locust Creek, that when he 
was a young man he was remarkably fleet of foot and very ac¬ 
tive in his movements. He often told of a jump he made when 
a practical joke was played on him. The joke was played 
by Hichard Hill, Adam Bumgardner, one Mullins and a colored 
roan named Dick. The jokers explained to Dick what they were 
up to and Dick cheerfully promised to act his part. While the 
two were hoeing away, a snot was fired from ambush. Dick fell 
and made a dreadful outcry, rolled and kicked about in seeming¬ 
ly terrible agony. Young Joseph Hannah fled towards the house 
and in the race leaped a gully. When matters came to be under- 
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stood, the leap was measured and it was forty-two feet from 
track to track. Mr. n annah was fond of telling his friends 
that ho had ** jumped the decree 1 *. Decree meant what record 
now means in races and athletic games. In jumping the "decree" 
::e "broke the record", by two feet. 


-avid .nannah, Jr., 3on of David Hannah, 3r., married 
“-argaret Burnside and settled on ^lk. He was very interesting 
:‘rom the fact that he had been off to the war of 1813. He had 
sn interesting way of relating his adventures and was fond of 
telling-about the war. He was at his best when telling about 

how he xtelt when aroused one morning before day to get ready 

--- 

:or an attack, as the British were reported os coming. His 

£ 

hat kept falling off as he marched until it became so troublesome 
that he was determined to find out the reason why it would not 
stay on his head. .Then the troops halted, he examined his 
head and found the hairs were all on end, stiff as bristles, and 
were pushing the hat off as fast os he could put it on. The 
hair kept stiff until the order was given to return to camp, when 
it all became limber enough and the hat was no more trouble, 
he found out afterwards that the whole scheme was to try out 
the new soldiers to find out how they would conduct themselves 
when ordered into battle. This was near Norfolk. 

The story he seemed most fond of telling was about his 
experiences in the hospital tent. Before his term of service 
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had expired, he was prostrated by fever and given U P &s a crit ~ 

ical case, and very strict orders were given not to let. him 

-•-ve a drop of anything cool to drink. Ife noticed that there 

was whiskey and water on the table for the nurse's use, and he 

determined to have some at all hazards. The attendant came 

to hin and found the young soldier so weak and stupid that he 

seemed to know nothing and was unable even to lift his hand. 

bo the hospital man thought there would bre no risk to run were 

he to leave the bottle and pitcher on the table while he would 

step out for a breath of fresh sir. as soon as his back was 

turned, the sick soldier crawled to the table, mixed the liquor 

and water, drank until -he could drink no more and then crawled 
_1 __- 

back to his bunk. when the nurse returned, he was surprised 

to rind his patient apparently asleep and the skin showing a 
tendency to moisture, • Finally the sweat broke and when the 
doctor came to look at his p; tient he seemed much pleased with 
the change in his condition. 

" You were mighty near gone, old fellow, end if we had 
not kept cold water away from you, where would you be now?** 

He thought he would have been much better off and would 
have mended much more rapidly, had things teen left on the 
table as before, /or, as he was beginning to get stronger, 
the liquor was kept out of his sight. 


John Johnson, the ancestor of the Johnson relationship 
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i*nd a pioneer of ..est “*arlinton, whose log cabin stood several 
hundred partis below the bridge, near a large walnut tree, 
heard that corn hod matured in Nicholas county. H® set out u ° 
bring in sone of the Nicholas corn for seed. --e lost his v,Q y 
in Black Mountain and was bewildered for nine days, having 
nothing to eat most of the/time. In his desperation he tried 
a morsel of .garter snake but could not swallow it, ana he con¬ 
cluded that he had rather die than n eat such eatings as that " • 
Upon coming to a home, he was just able to move and scarcely 
able to make the mistress understand what had happened. She 
at once proceeded to prepare a bountiful meal, thinking a nan 


as hungry as he would‘never know when to quit. In the mean¬ 
time the master came in and countermanded all this preparation, 

1jp *3 "In Jg 

and directed a littleftfcin mush to be boiled and a little 
skimped milk to be brought in from the spring house. He pre¬ 
pared a saucer of mush and milk and gave the stranger one 
spoonful, then waited for results. In a few minutes there 
was a violent emetic disturbance and it looked as if he were 


about to turn inside out. '.Then this subsided a little more 
of the mixture was given, with more favorable results, and in 
a few hours the pangs of hunger were somewhat appeased. 
Nourishment was carefully dosed out for some days and he finally 
made the trip, bringing the corn, which plented one of the 
first crops ever produced in the town of i.arlinton* 
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leter -ightner, who lived on iCnapps w reeic about ninety 
*' ei '* 3 ,,vas Qfiid to have always been in a good humor. He 
one or the most expert horsemen od his time, end perhaps 
realized as much ready change swapping horses as any other ol 
his citizen contemporaries. He could come as near making a 
new and a young horse of an old dilapidated framework or an 
animal as v:as possible for anyone to do who has ever made a 
business dealing in horse-flesh. 


James sharp was a member of the County Court under the 
old arrangement, and was held in high esteem ror his patriotism 

and strict, scrupulous integrity. he was much in the habit of 

fS ■* 

hunting at the proper season, not only for the sport, but as a 
matter of business, for the proceeds were useful in bartering 
for family supplies for the comfort end sustenance of his house¬ 
hold. '.Vhile living at his first home on Cummings Greek, he had 
a very sensational adventure on Buckley-Mountain. It was grow¬ 
ing late and was near time to put out for home. He was passing 
leisurely when a panther suddenly mounted a log in front of him. 
He shot the animal but, when the smoke cleared away, another 
stood in the some place on the log. This happened nine times 
when the hunter became panic stricken and ran home. Sometime 
during the night the remainder of the pack followed his trail to 
the house and killed a yearling calf. The next morning Mr. 
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'' eat t0 the spot Where he had fired the nine shots, end 
beh *l d nine Pothers and every shot had told with fetal effect. 
^ appeared that there were seasons when these animals went in 
packs of fifteen or twenty and this happened to he one of the 


seasons. 


William A. Gum came from Highland County ( tIien 1 en(i 
and located at the Redden place near Greenbank m lfc-1- 
1841 Mr. Gum moved to Sack Allegheny and settled o.iere. 
v.ay he came to have a middle name is a little out oi ‘ 

order!-. ..hen Bunin. rco. h.4 . .tor. at Dunmora, MU- 
0 -5=i a liberal eaSTo.a.r. There ... another «. «°» 

the vE'inity of Sre.njnlc, and tha ™r=hant to oote the diff.r- 
and not set their accounts hired, called the one fro* 

Bach Allegheny - v.illla. ^ 

he had a. °u» -«» ““ Bllli “ that ' 0iI - 

oumstanoe ha al.aya signed hi. name no in bn.in.e. affairs 

end in corre.pona.no.. So he got his middle na,ie "Allegheny" 

long arte- h. be.™ • green nan. h. find that many or tha 

Pioneer, rot ...air ner-.e. from place, in or near .here they 

lived. 

Pocahontas “ounty History - "by 

Dr. »m. ?. Piice. 


Vffrlin and ScwU 
StIv Ki.torv of Settle re of Land .Vh*re 

Ir. the autumn of 1748 a demented mem wardered from Frederick County, t/ 

over into what ie now supposed to the the terriory of Greenbrier or posahontos 

counties and returned. Although a supposed lunatic he had sufficient method 

hie madness to give a description of £ie trip and the county he saw. 

This report induced Jacob Karlin and Stephen Sewell to journey to the Country 

in 1750. After crossing the Allegheny countanns end following the waters to the 

“°«tfa of Knapp's Creek in what is na* Focahantas county, they located and built 

e cabin. Soon after defficulty arose between them and Sewell moved out a few 

yards and established himself a hollow tree, after which they lived amicably for 

some time as neighb_rs and were found thus living when John Lewis and his son 

(afterwards General Andrew Lewis) cane west es agents for the Greenbrier Lend 

Company, ir. 1751. Sewell afterwards moved a few miles farther Vest to "Sewell 

* % 

fountains" where he wes killed by xhe Indians. Karlin is said to have gone back 
to Vi—ginia. Karlin's Bottom and Sewell fountains still their names. 

In the year 1751 or 2 John Ulrich Swope who was bora in the Old Duchy and 

* / » i ’»! ’ (t * 

Swabia, Germany and raised in Lancaster County, Pa. followed up Jacksons river 
and Dunlap's creek and crossing the Knobs in L'onroe County which still bears his 

C C^.) 

name, went down into TTolf Creek Valley and entered-Tiis "hatchet right" and at, his 

name on e beech trco near e spring now owned by the heire of Cornelius Leoch . 

*'hen he cbm back he decided to build about 300 yards farther west at’ whet is 

known efe present as the "Conner Spring". In this house his son Llichael Swope was 

borr. on the 27th day of Sept., 1753. Strange as it may appear that house has 

teen continually occupied ever since and isic a splendid state of preservation. 

# 

An older con of his (Joseph who Torn Aug. 11, 1751, and who was the grand¬ 
father of the waiter) was stolen or teken captive there by the Indians in the year 
1756 at the age of five end kept by them nine years. There ia no doubt about 

1 ’lchtel S.ope being the fir.t -hit. *al. child ben in Southern ». Va. if rot in 
the State. 



** b0rn »bout \ 71i A ~ 



There was some years ago among the older inhabitants a traditional hiatory 
that there was a girl baby bom to some other settler that was the first white 
child bron in the new territory, b t, if so. who she wee and where she was horn has 
been entirely lost. 

The L'arlinton Messenger—August 16, 1907 
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Mlllnn Belchejl 


The Scotch-Irleh 


In regard to th- early eettlere on the Graenhriar and ite waters, I have gone 
over the record# that I have notee of with a great deal of interest. 

The firat record of a permanent settlement that I can find on the Greenbrier 
ie this i In a suit of Kincade ve. Cunningham in the Augusta Circuit Court it ap¬ 
pears that Chrietian Landers settled on a survey made on the Greenbrier in October 
1"51, very soon after it was made Landers mode what was called a "Tomahawk Improve¬ 
ment", that is, killed the trees etc., and in 1753 John end Robert Fulton raieed 
four acres of Corn on the improvement. The place is about the Renick Settlement in 
Greenbrier, and is the same land on which Willie^ Renick lived and owned in 1802. 
James Burnside was living with the Fultons there in 1753 and was digging ginseng. 

In this suit there are some other depositions in regard to settlements on the 
.Greenbrier the most interesting of which is one of Sve Johnston in which she tes¬ 
tifies that she was living on the Greenbrier in 1753 within one mile of Christian 
Landers improvement. The Landers improvement is what is known in the suit os the 
"Spring Lick" tract, and raa surveyed for the Croenbrier Company on the 6th day 

of October, 1751. 

This was the day after the survey at that is nor Uarlinton—October 5th, 1851. 

This, however, was what is now Greenbrier County. Nearly as early, if not 
as early, people had settled pernunently in what is not Pocahontas. Karlin and 
Sewell were at Marlinton in 1749-50 but there is no record, so far as I know, of 
their making an improvement, even a "Tomahawk improvement" then or elsewhere on 
the Greenbrier. By 1760, and very probably several years prior to that time, there 
were living in what ie now Pocahontas county Na^tholum Gregory and family, (for 
whom Knapps-Naps—creek is named), William Warwick, Andrew Stillingtdn, John 
Warwick, ./ill jam ..ileon, Moses Moore and others. Moses Moore lived on Knoppi 
Creek, and I believe the Warwicks and Stitlington lived around Clover Creek and 
Stillington Creekond Deer Creek. 

Andrew Stillington was born about 1714, and in an answer of Jacob Warwick 



- think thia . y0Un 6 “an*. From what records I can get 

88 ab <>ut 1750-55. 

■s earlv »« * er ^alnly not later than the later date. Anyhow, 

j • 1/61, |f^y 20th i n ' ’ 1 

Orrhan U.~ « * " Au “ U8ta County parish Vestry Book page 332, an 

• » -vary Garvin, i 8 v, 0 

then - t0 Andrew Stlllington, and his wife. 1 think he was 

in g on the Greenbrier t 

a. * 1 *° 8ur ® that he and the Warwicks were living on 

the Greenbrier the 

next year, when on February 17th, 1762, at a County Court of 
Ordered that the foTin .4 

wing orphans be bound out, William Meek to William Warwick; 
Mftry Keek to Andrew . 

Millington; Margaret to James Walker; James Meek to William 


Wilson; Jane Meek to Moses Moore. ‘ 

And on March 16th, 1768^ shortly before Andrew Stillington left the Greenbrier 
^.he following oraer was entered in Augusta County Order Book No. 11, Page 503. 
-Catherine Whitman bouht to Andrew Stillington; Jacob ’Whitman to Jacob Warwick, 
end Mathias Whitman to James Gregory.* 

Thi. Gregory I suppose was a 30n of Napthalum Gregory died here eometime about 
1762. On August 18th, 1762 his wife Ifcry qualified a. -Administratrix of her de¬ 
ceased husband Napthalum Gregory,* and on the 24th the suit of H«p . Gregory T6 . 
Stephen Silson was dismissed on account of plaintiff's death. 


On the next day, August 24th, we got our first county officer -hen -Archibald 
Cl, .dennin is appointed constable on the -Waters of the Greenbrier.- But -e lost 
him the next year-on July 15th, 1763-when he -as killed by the band of Indians 
then on their -ay to the Kerrs Creek Uassacre which occurred July 17. 


% 


w. A. B. (?) 

Pocahontas Times 

Uarlinton W.Va. Uarch 15, 1914 


fufittlve. He followed the 


trend of th 
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Second aVQ. 


MC.LQUgll.Li.il 


Marlinton, W. Ve. 




-ired or the monotony of the sheltered homes of the low 
lands, it was the custom of the early pioneers to take a 
rifle, an axe, and an augur and walk westward. On arriving 
at a place where the mountains changed and the streams flow¬ 
ed toward the west, each pioneer set about looking over the 
wooded domain for a place to make a home. Everything 
Was °P en to him. He wandered from stream to stream and 
observed the character of the land, the kinds of trees, 
presence of springs. Finding an ideal place, he marked 
some trees nearest the springs and set to work to clear a 
i‘ield for a corn crop. ~fter this, some corn was planted 
and he set to building a house of logs. With his axe and 
his augur he built a one room house with clapboard roof with¬ 
out the use of a single nail or other iron. The floor was 
earth and there were no windows. a puncheon door swung on 

wooden hinges and was secured by a bar and a latch with a 
string. 


By the time the corn mas raised and ready to leave 
to ripen, the pioneer walked back to the lowlands to get his 
family and they trailed him back with a co, or two, seldom a 
horse, and started life in their new home. 


It was under different circumstances 'that John 
MoNeel came here from Frederick County, Virginia in the year 
of 1765. He was of pugilistic temperment and fearing that 
he had slain an antagonist, fled from his home and became a 
fugitive. He followed the trend of the Alleghenies and 
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4 of the Levels, 

going deeper into the wilderness, oame in 

He was so favorably impressed with the iertile lend, 

timber, and general outlook of a goodly place in wniol 

dwell, that he pitched hla oamp between where the gate et 

the road now la and the Matthew John McNeel residence. 

One day while hunting for venison, he met Charles 
and Jacob Klnnlson, natives of his home land, who brought him 
the glad tidings that the man he thought he had hilled, had 
recovered and was in good health. He invited the Klnnlsons 
to share his camp and aided them in selecting a home site 
adjoining his tract. *bout this time John McNeel built 
himself a cabin near where the Matthew John McNeel residence 
now stands and near a wonderful spring in tnat locality. 

Then these three men returned to the lower valley 
of Virginia. It was on this visit that John Molleel married 
Martha Davis who was born in 'Vales in 1740. Soon after their 
marriage, they came to the Little Levels to make their home. 
They brought with them a welch Bible which was owned by the 
late Joseph 3. McNeel, son of Capt. VIM. Lamb McNeel. This 
was the first Bible known to anyone to have been brought to 
the waters of the Greenbrier. 

John McNeel was so deeply impressed with the sense 
of God’s providential care that, in gratitude to Him, $e 
built the White Pole church on the hill set apart from the 
McNeel cemetery. 

He joined the expedition to Point Pleasant Oct. 10, 

1774. He returned home for a short time and then enlisted 
in a company formed in Frederick County Virginia during the 
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fi«vol utlon# 

Mow A Pa - h0tl ° traditlon inrorma us that while John 

ut loint Pleasant, a child was born and died f 

return. ihe mother with her own hands made the 
°° ffln# dug tho fi^ove and buried the child. 

About this same year, 1705, the figure or a tall, 

stalwart, broad-shouldered man could have been seen standing on' 

^'P oi a wild and rugged knoll. high above the North Fork Creek, 

« abort distance east or the Junction or North Fork and Deer 

Creek. He was probably alone except ror his long nrie which 

leaned upon as he watched the glorious scenes that stretched 

berore hi,. This lone pioneer was John Warwick. He was one 

or those daring men who, as the tide or emigration started 

westward, had left his Family and Friends and after many days or 

unting and exploring, had reaonea t uo Junction of North Fork 
find Deer Creek. 

Th. ..... .0 lota thot oonolua , a 

:,r:v b °"’ -* r °“ a ■ c- 

, 8 ‘ “« ht - ■““> •««...* or 

r 6 “ uai ° 8 ■——■ - - « -«. 
teu nis ps °’ ia ° f ——- - 

Immediately .i, h u . ^ ^ 

D Z ' laIS ’ — « .ettlera to e„. oop . nJ hu t0 

re.K Valley. Th . e om „ y tbxough th , y 

-» * -lid and Impenetrable tor... ; ... or tb . bad 



danger rrom Indians. But the pioneers did not *n OW the m eanl n 
° f Iear * Th6 ‘settlers moved In and the settlement began to gr 
^ ow Indians began to be troublesome so the settler 
decided to build a fort. The fort was planned by Andrew Y.'arwi 
but built by the settlers. This fort was built in circular fo 




and the roof was covered with sods and dirt to prevent rire fro 
the enemy. This fort was used as a home ror many of the settl 
who often lived ror weeks within its walls. For many years it r 
mained a famous fort on the frontier, and withstood many Indian 


attacks. 


It was situated at the forks of North Fork and Deer 


Creek on an elevation of ground that commands a view of the 
surrounding country, now in the west end of the field of F. H. 


Warwick. 



<7 


EARLY SETTLERS 


/ -filhin. 


things were cotton renay, the Journey aooe »nd the fl*^- v«w« e l 
ras reached. a‘ few acres of land were cleared, and then.i-X- -- » 
remembering hie duty to God, with hie own hande reftr ®? 4 R ♦ 6 

cabin In which him and hie neighbors night worship. T.ils ^empx , ee 
dedicated by Its builder to the worship-* of the Builder of the unive^^ 
was called the VThite Pole Church, and was, In all pro^a-l^j, 
ever erected west of the Allegheny Mountains. 

At length Dumnore's war broke out and Ur. *c^iGte^and 

with his neighbors, the Kenr.lsons, repaired to Camp Union, enl t^d^ ^ 

accompanied General Lewis to Point Pleasant, «Y*fienee child o*'* 

the bloody battle of October 10, 1774. Daring the f 

Mr. McNeel died, and the mother cor.structec a rude coffin £ 
grave, and with her own hands laid the infant awaj to *est. ihis was 

the first child bom within the limits of Little Le J®^ 8 between 

The soldiers returned but not to remain. The straggl Q 

the Mother Country and her American Colonics wae raplc^y verg n| o a 

crisis, and they at once crossed the mountains ^5“?Colonies 

army, in which they served until they saw the thirteen feeble colonies 
of 1776 the recognized, nation of 1763. From these ^urcy pione«« toer ‘ 
Are to be found to-day within Pocahontas County some of her most bud- 
, , • stantial citizens who .beaxe the name, of UoJJeel and Kenni goti. c y) —, 

fc'UZ- t , 

PETER LIGHTNER. / 


Peter Llghtner was among the first settlers In what is^nov 
Pocahontas County. He was a German-Dutchman and oame from the eastern 

part of the State. He located on Knapps 

Creek, and was a great blessing to the country which he came to help 
settle. Prior to his coming there were no mills nearer than Staunton, 
a distance of nearly one hundred miles through a trackless wilderness. 
This was too far to go to mill, so the people prepared their own com 
for tread. The mode was simple. A large tree was felled, from which a 
large block or cut was taken, which when placed on end was probably ac 
high as a man's waist. It was placed on end in front of the cabin, then 
a fire wa6 kindled upon it and so managed that an Inverted cone was 
formed. From this the charred coals were taken and the "hominy block" 
wae ready for use. A peck or more of shelled com was put in and 
pour.ded until it was reduced to coarse meal, from which bread was then 
baked, hr. Lightner 1 s coming to the community remedied all this. He 
erected a mill, and although some of the pioneers had to come thirty 
miles or more they considered it an easy task to provide bread. This 
mill was located on Knapps Creek and although cany, many years have 
breathed their changeful breath upon the site, yet a portion of the 
old foundation and a trace of the race still remain to inform the 
observer that it once exieted. Mr. Lightner sold this Mill to John 
Bradshaw, who in turn sold it to Henry Harper 
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JOHN BRADSHAW AND JOHN HARNESS, THE FIRST PEDDLER 


An other early pioneer was John Bradshaw, who reared h c ^ 
bone on the site where Huntersville, formerly the County*^Btructed 
stands. Soon after he located, the people of Bath Conn j g house, 
a wagon road from Warn Springs, through the mountains, ^ Unite 

This was the first public road ever opened within the p 
of Pocahontas County. 

Soon after the openins of this thoroughfare, ^ Q ^ a ^ e ? 0 r the 
ness began hauling goods from Staunton into headquarters at 

purpose of trading with the settlers. -*e Ht6 s toch*in trade, which 

house of Mr. Eradshaw, and here he openec a fe¥? pieces of 

r.-ae largely made up of salt, coffee, P° . > npt/ {, v the hunters, who 
calico and other articles. Here ne would oe n ^ e>:ctan£e c for what 

brought in their pelts, venison, ginseng, etc.^^ toown a s Huntersville, 

they most needed. From this fact the p wag at the hone of this 

a name which it has ever since retained^ Xt^ helfi for P oC ahonta6 County 
same Eracshaw that the -ire- Coun j ^ 

convened on March 5th, 1822. 

— 1 t 

l-*'-- JACOB WARWICK. 

Cne of the earliest settlers^in ^cob^r^'lck^He cane from the 
now included in Pocahontas County, flret ee ttlement was on oacheon 

southeastern part of /lrglnl , after he patented the lanes 

River. Ho owned a great many Blavee, ano^after a hol]BP , then 

SLSTS^S-cS 1 hlfslaves S’S ' 

2SS SvfSSrS SSTa. foreman or general manager. 

A quantity of stock was Ijogt out.^d ~ ^“X^eSlon 
horses and cattle were ronnlng at^Xarg ^ the v;ork v;aB progressing, 
the proprietor came out to the farm ^ ^ rode 60ne three miles up 
and one morning oaring bis -v » * done they started to return, 

the stream to salt the cattle ™ fired upon by a band of Indians 

but had not proceeded far wh<enhey & er pte £ cod the t0 dy of the 

in ambush. But one ball took horse fell to the ground but at 

horse upon which Ur. Warwlok rode. Th b at full speed, and reache 

once recovered himself ana ^he two reined up the wounded 

tM *«.1» >**“* SS^-Sch topped to m 

horse fell oeaa. hr. t haBte to Jacksons river, while old 

Kf gathered the'slaves and took refuge in the mountains, and there 

remained until all danger was passed 


e 24, 1940 
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Chapter 5 - Section 3 

The Rev. John Waugh was a son or the pioneer ^amu«l 
Waugh. He was a skillful worker in metals. His spec¬ 
ialty seemed to oe the manufacture of hoes, one ol the most 
useful implements in his time, when, with many persons, 
was the main reliance in cultivating a crop and working a 
garden. He also excelled In tempering nxce - another im¬ 
plement of precious value and essential use in preparing 
the land for cultivation. 


r 


tive 


Jeremiah Friel whs the son of Daniel O'Friel, a na- 

with the Lewises 


of Ireland, who-came to Augusta County 
about 1740. Jeremiah Ariel's first home was on Carrich Ridge 


but he moved a little later onto the Greenbrier River. rie 
had nine children - four sons and five daughters.- He and 
his sons were noted reapers. In that day there was cooperative 
harvesting. Squire Robert Gay’s wheat was usually the first 
to ripen. Beginning there, ell hands from James Bridgets 


down would come hallowing end 3inging, waving their sickles, 


eager to see who could cut the first sheaf and make the best 
record.' Then from field to field up the river the harvest¬ 
ers would progress until Bridger’s harvest was reaped; then 
to Wm. and John Sharp’s, and Josiah Brown’s and sometimes to 

Robert Moore’s at Ldray. Thon the cicklo club would dis¬ 
band with great hilarity for their respective homes. 


POCAHONTAS COUNTY 

- 2 - 

Late one evening at Friel’s the harvesters quit with¬ 
out shocking up all that had been out and bound. Jeremiah 
Frlel observed, " Boys, it is so late and you are so tired, 

I believe we will let these sheaves rest till morning"• dut 
after supper, he noticed it lightning ominously in the west 
and north. He roused up all hands out of their beds, provided 
pine torches and away they went and finished up the shocking j 
just before midnight. Before day it was raining torrents. 

Ee was a jovial companion for his sons and encouraged t 
them from infancy in the favorite pastimes of the period, 
running foot races, wrestling and boxing. A favorite amusement, 
when it was raining and the boys had to stay in doors, was a 
mode of ^swinging called "weighing bacon". A loop was fixed 
at one end of a rope or trace chain, the other end was thrown 
over a beam or joist. The feet were placed in the loop, and 
then seizing the other end with the hands, they would swing. 

It required practice and nice balancing to swing, although it 
looked very easy to one who had never tried it. Ke would not 
advise anyone to try it without providing a big pile of straw 

to foil on. 

.Vhen Daniel O’Friel cane to America, his name was as 
spelled above but all of his children called themselves Friels. 


The wife and children, two sons Bnd one daughter of 
John H. Flenmens of Laurel -reek were quite famous for their 
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sugar malting. They would work several hundred trees in a 
season. On the southern exposure an early camp would be 
worked, then move to another less exposed, then move into 
the north snd close the season there. The mother and chil¬ 
dren would carry the sap Tor miles in pails supported by 
straps from their shoulders and much of the sap wes carried up 
hill. In making arrangements for evaporating the sap, an 
immense tree would be felled and the kettles supported against 
it, and then the fires kindled. It was no uncommon thing to 


see rirteen or twenty large kettles boiling at the same time. 

The output would amount to hundreds of pounds. The 
sugar was generally stirred until it pulverized, and much of 
it was _is fine as brown or ooffeecsugar. 

~a good deal of the sugar was taken to Lewisburg and ex¬ 
changed for more kettles. Ki. Flemmens could pack three 
large iron kettles on one horse. On those excursions to the 
sugar market and very frequently at other times, John Flemmens 
had three horses, driving the foremost, riding the middle one 
and leading the third. In this menner, he could traverse the 
bridle paths, - at that day a common means of communication 
between places. 


Y.'illiam liayse who married Uancy 3urgess and settled at 
Niill Foint, was among the first blacksmiths in the Little 
Levels. 




POCAHONTAS COUNTY 


-4- 

Nathan Burgess, son ol‘ John Burgess, Jr. v.ho married 
Martha Kinnison, daughter of Charles Kinnison the pioneer, 
settled in the Little levels. He was a skillful gunsmitn. 
I-ate in the 18th century and early in the 19th, many °f e 
older hunters were supplied by him with rifles. ^ome ol 
rifles were used by riflemen in the military service, 
of the best specimens of his workmanship was made ior the 
late william JJcWeil of Buckeye. 'when last heard of it was 
the property of the late James Moore. It was reputed t.o be 
one of the most accurate in aim and far reaching of mountain 
rifles ever in this country. 



-^John BurgessT^nother son of John Burgess, Jr., v.uo 

was born in 1778, lived near liill Point. n e was a carpenter 
by occupation. He did the carpentry work on the dwelling 
occupied for many years by the late George V,. Poage, the 
ruins of which are still to be seen. The Jordan b&rn near 
Hillsboro was one of his many jobs and still stands in a good 
state of preservation. For a long series of years, he made 
most of the coffins needed in lower Pocahontas. 


Daniel Kerr located soon sfter the Revolutionary bar 
on the upper end of the immense estate now owned by the 
Uriah Hevener Heirs. He established a mill, saw mill and 
blacksmith shop on Little a eok Creek, a branch of j 6 er Creek 
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**is place became a center of industry for a wide l'egion. 


Jonathon I-icNeil, son or Thomas McNeil who come to 
Swago about 1770, married Phoebe Moore and settled at the 
Swago mill, now on land belonging to G. W. and J. H. McClintic 
He appears to have been an enterprising person. Milling, 
weaving, fulling cloth and powder making were carried on 
under his supervision. 

Gabriel, another son of the pioneer Thomas, settled 
at Swago and later moved to Ohio. He was a civil engineer, 
machinist r botanist, farmer, physician and preacher and not 
a quack in any one, said a writer in a Jackson County paper 
who had been on a visit.-to the neighborhood where Dr# McNeil 
lived. 


Henry Harper settled on nnapps Creek about 1812. By 
patient and perisitent effort land was cleared and a home was 
built. 

At his suggestion, William Civey, of Anthonys Creek, 
sunk a ton yard. Then Mr. Harper established a blacksmith 
shop and built the first tilt hammer in this region. This 
shop was carried on under his own personal supervision. 

Ralph '.Vanless, George Kevener of Pendleton, the lete Anthony 
Lightner of Swago and others learned the trade with him and 
were ell good blacksmiths. Mr. Harper also built a flouring 
mill, which was operated by himself and son Samuel c 
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Pather and son more smiths and millers and alternated In 
their work. The tannery shop was built by William Clvey, 
son of George Civey who built the grist mill. Robert Irvine 
and John Irvine built the saw mill and the same parties put 
up the tilt hammer and shop. The residence near the road 
was built by John Irvine and Chesley K. Moore erected t'ne 

dwelling beyond the creek. 

The mill stones first used in the Harper mill were 
made by Adam Sharatt, near Ariel's on the Greenbrier niver. 
This person lived at the Sharatt place, three or rour miles 
up the Greenbrier River from *-arlinton, where he had a mill. 
The first burrs were bought at John Bradshaw's sale, ne a ± 
Huntersville. The Harper mill succeeded the Poage mill, own> 
ed by .Peter Lightner.^jl The rocks used by that mill are now 
on Cummings Creek, near Huntersville, taken there by Price 
McComb, and must be the oldest or among the oldest in the 
county - of their dimensions# 


Michael Daugherty, who settled on Knapps Creek about 
1770, is believed to have built the first tub mill, pro¬ 
pelled by water power, anywhere in this whole region. The 
site was on Mill Run, near Sunset. This mill seems to have 
been patronized by all sections of upper Pocahontas, and 
had the reputation of being one of tbe best of its kind. 
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Ralph Wanleas was the son of William Wanless end the 
grandson of Ralph "anless, Sr. They settled in the ” Hills” 
five miles north of Huntersville. He had four sons. All 
the "anless brothers were industrious and skillful workers 
in iron, aoquired from their father, who seemed to have 
a genius in that line of industry, so useful to the people 
in pioneer times. ','.1160 Ralph Wanless and his sons wrought 
at the anvil, they caused the forests to ring with thoir 
striking of hammers and sledges, their business was of easen 
tial importance. In their time most of the Implements used 
in clearing lands, cultivating the ground, and building houses 
were made at home, —in*pioneer shops and for years subsequent¬ 
ly were forged axes, ho’es, shovel plows, bulltongues, coulters, 
brush hooks, seng hoes, mattocks, broad axes, frows, grubbing 
hoes, pot hooks, pot hangers, kettle bales, log chains, double 
trees, single trees, door hinges and latches, and many other 
articles. 


History of Pocahontas County by 
Dr. WM. T. Price. 




to Thomas Gatewood, son of William Gatewood of Mountain Grove. 

a previous marriage, Jane Warwick, already mentioned, was 
t2ie second wife of William Gatewood. 

Their home was at marlin's Bottom (now Larlinton), Poca- 
hontas County. Andrew Gatewood was the only child of her first 
marriage. Upon relinquishing all interest in the Marlin's 
-^colun estate, he received the Glade Hill property near Dunmore. 

hile a student at Washington College, he was regarded as 
the peer of his classmate, William C. Preston of youth Carolina 
in studies and oratorical talent in their academic rivalry. E e 
married Sally Moffett. A son and daughter survived him,--Charles 
and Hannah. The daughter became the first wife of John T7. 
Warwick. Her only child was the late Luts. Sally Ligon, wife of 
Dr. John Ligon of Clover Lick. She was the mother of eight 
daughters and one son. The late Mrs. C. p. Dorr, Mrs. P. T. 
KcClintic, Mrs. Louisa Coyner, Mrs. Annette Coyner, the late 
.Mrs. Eva Lci.eel and the late Mrs. Rosa Arbuckle, Mrs. Label 

I:arJ:ins, Mrs. W. B. King and the late Yancy Ligon were her 
children. 

Upon her second marriage, lira. Kancy Gatewood became 
the wife of Uajor william Icage. Pour daughters and one son 
were born to this marriage. 


lira. Ponce died one morning just at the darning# Peeling 
death to be near, she requested Jennie Johnson (who a^ter’.-ard 
became hrs. Jennie Lamb) to sing her favorite hymn: 

"Come C thou traveler uniform". 




the parent of five daughters. Kro. Richard Callison, i*rs, 
Margaret Ludington, — lira* Lucy Hill, Mrs. Rachel Sheets and 
Mss Lonnie Beard. 

William T. and Lory Beard hod two sons. . Edgar Beard 
who married Lucy E. UcXeel and Mathew Lee Beard v/ho married 
Erma Clark ^ Moffett Beard had five sons and three daughters. 
The late Richard Beard v/ho married Bessie Dysard of Clover 
Lick. Jacob Beard married Blanche Harper, near Hillsboro. 

Raul married Grace ICennison of Hillsboro. Cameron Beard 
married Georgia Callison, only daughter of Thomas Callison# 
near Beard, West Virginia. Harry Beard was drowned in Locust 
Creek near his home. 

His daughters are Mrs. Samuel 1'cLeel of Hillsboro, Y/est 
Virginia, Lots. Pearl Hi eke 11 of Ronceverte, West ‘irginia, 

Mrs. Grace Irvin of Hontington, W e st Virginia. 

John G. Beard was twice married. To the first wife v/ho was 
a Hiss Y/alkup, he had three sons. The second wife was Hiss 
Lizzie Blair. They had one son, George, and four daughters-- 
Hrs. Llollie IIcHeel of Washington State, Mrs. Edward Hill, also 
of Washington State, Mrs. Alec HclJeel of near Hillsboro and 
Hiss Minnie, now deceased. 

Wallace Beard was also twice married. His first wife was 

Prudence Hutton. Their children were John, Hugh and Warwick — 

the sons—and Annie, v;ho died in youth, and Ada of Washington 

State. The youngest son Edwin Beard married MVHr* u 

' ilie Levener of 

Randolph County. They had three son3. Porre^-t- , * 

v/ho died 



several years ago; l^nmett Beard who li- cS 


in Maryland, near 


Baltimore and Plunner lives at Culpepper, ■ irgini r 


One daughter 


211a, who died at the age of six years. 

Of Josiah Beard's daughters, --Ers. Alvon Clark had 
daughters, Mrs. Thonas Sydenstricker of Lev/isburG, C-reenbrier 
County and Mrs. Andrew Price of ^inton, and the late wa_.~ron 
Clark of Culpepper, Virginia. 

Ilrs. C-eorge UcKeel had three daughters and two sons, ihe 
late Mrs. Mary Dunlap of Ponca City, Oklahoma; Miss Rachel 
IicITeel and Miss Anna EcUeel, of Ponca City. One son died when 
a small boy. Bhe other son i-aul lives near i'onca City. 

Mrs. Margaret Livesay had no children. 

Mrs. Poage's second daughter iJ ary Vance, married Robert 
Beale of Botetourt County, Virginia and lived on Elk, Pocahontas 
County, where he died leaving one child, Margaret Elizabeth, 
who married Dr. George B. Moffett, one of the first graduates in 
medicine that ever resided in Pocahontas. One of their sons— 
Jones Moffett, lived in l.'ew York City and became a member of the 
Standard Oil Company which made him a wealthy man. Robert 
Moffett, the other son, died in Mew York. Their only daughter, 
Mary Y/inters, died when about the age of six years. 

Upon her second marriage, Mrs. Deale became the wife of 
Henry M. Moffett, the second Clerk of Pocahontas County, an 
excellent man. Their only son was George Henry Moffett, a 
member of the Pocahontas bar, ex-speaker of the Y/est Virginia 
Legislature and a Journalist in Portland, Oregon. 

One of Mrs. Henry Moffett's daughters, Laxy Evelina, v *as 
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Virginia, were married in 1065. Their children are lor. Jomos 
Price, Andrew Price, busie A. Price, U. D., 1JoIxlGn K * 
-rice, Calvin Y/. Price, Editor of the Pocahontas Times and 
Publisher, who married Mabel Loclcridge Milligan; Anna Virginia 
Price, who married Irani: R. Hunter, Banker, real estate and 
insurance business. 

- r * James Price parried Lura Sharp only child and 
daughter of William bharp and Julia Iloore Sharp, of Edray, 
Pocahontas County, .rs. Price died several years ago. 

Andrew Price, author, publisher and lecturer, State 
President of the Y/est Virginia Historical Association, married 
Grace Clark, teacher and musician of note. Dr. I.'orman i^ce 
married I’iss Jean Kinsey. 

Dr. Susan Price, noted physician and writer, of Wil¬ 
liamsburg, Virginia, has never married. 

Elisabeth Woods Poage, the fourth daughter, became the 
wife of Joel Mathews of Selma, Alabama. Colonel Mathews v/as 
an extensive planter and owned several hundred slaves. He 
tendered a colored regiment to the Confederate Congress, but 

the government would not receive them as soldiers and put them 

to work on fortifications. 

Colonel William Woods Toage married Julia Callison of 
Locust and lived awhile at Alin's Bottom. His later years 
were passed near Clover Lick. He served rvdy years QO a nen . Jer 
of the court. Two of his sons, Henry i.offett and V/ilHom 
Anthony were slain in the Y/ar. Henry Hoffett was a cavalry 
Officer and was recklessly darin*. Iirs . Sa Uy n. Beery of 
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' AhiS was about the only serious difficulty he ever had with 
anj. one, but the affair was honorably settled by mutual 
friends. In person, Jacob Warwick was tall, stoop shouldered 
and agile. 

Urs. Lary V. Warwick vras a person of highly refined 
^astes. When there was preaching at her house all present 
'-ere invited to stay for dinner. After the decease of his 
vaie most of his time was spent at the home of Major Charles 
Cameron. He died at the breakfast table. This occurred 
January, 1826, wiien he was nearing his eighty third year. 



uenl t* b. Dilley 


Clover Lick, *. Va. 

in. ^ 

This report is a continuation of the firTYrepor 
not at that ti^e have all the information, but have gotten Ur 
help me with it. Therefore the Boat of these names are the F rudu 
heir. I went to history for the reasons of the migration, b ut 



with him. 

REASONS FOR MIGRATION AND CHARACTERISTICS 
OF FIRST SETTLERS OF POCAHONTAS 

Other names to be found in Pocahontas that belonged to this Sootoh 
migration and who axe not members of the first families (already DMA 0 

other report) are Gillispie, Cochran, Hogsett, Kerr, Lockridge, Prxnnin, 
VcCollan, McCoy, Slaven, Hannah, Hill, Kincaid. Irvine, McElwee, Wallace. Curxy, 


Hamilton, Sharp, and McCutoheon. 

Then there w«r Ranick, Clark, Gibson, Johnson, Galford, Buckley, 

Kinnison, Adkison, Barlow, Gatewood, Jackson, Wooddell, Hull, Cooper, Duffield, 
Auldridge, Duncan, Beale, and Sutton that indicate English origin and Price, 
Pritchard, Ruckr.an, and Foage that denote Welch. Though the Poages haa gone to 
northern Scotland years before and migrated to America from there. William 
Poage and his ten children were able to pay their passage to America and for 
this reason belonged to the gentry. 

Then Kee, Doyle, Kelley, Lourey, and Cloonan are Irish, but Mr. Prioe says 
all of these people came to America in this Scotch-Irish migration and as he 
laughingly expresses it, "There is no migration in the history of the world to 
compare to the Scotch-Irish migration unless it be that of the children of 
Israel to the land of Canaan." 

These Scotch-Irish were a people who were always ready to move farther on 


and were therefore excellent frontiersmen. 



Pag* 2 

It ia interoeting to not# that for ©onturi., the Briti** i **® 8 li * d 
b«® n ovar-run and conquered by the Normans, Frank* and Roman*. but each time 
they were able to reestablish their self-government and to keep alive 
democracy and to bring the idea to America. This ia proof enough that 
democracy can and will endure. About the tune time that the Sootoh- lrith 
were oondng to America by the thousands, Germans and French Huguenotc were 
moving into the region. The term Huguenot refers to French Protestants. The 
name Euguenot coming from King Hugo at whose house they met. They were after 
a time able to fora a politionl party wiiich was opposed by the leaders of the 
Catholic Party. Therefore, the oontest between these people became as muoh a 
political as a religious strife, and resulted in & series of religious oivil 
wars. The Euguenots were forced to refugee to Germany and settle along the 
Rhine. Among these Euguenots were found such names as Naupin, Ligon, Dover, 

Tacy, Bussard, and Dilley, (Dill©* in Franoe). While they were in Germany they 
had intermarried with the Germans and were, therefore, not pure French when they 
came to America but they still possessed many of the oharacteristics of their 
French origin. As a general rule, they had been workers in shops and manu¬ 
factures, so naturally they turned to blacksmithing, furniture making, tailoring 
and so forth as a means of earning a living here, and so these trades were 
established as a very important part of the occupation of the early settlers. . 
Because of wars and tyrannical government in Germany, and because the Virginia 
Colonial authorities made such liberal offers, the Huguenots along with many 
Gormans came to America and settled on the frontier. Among these Germane who came 
to Pocahontas are to be found such names as Lightner, Harper, Yeager, Arbogast, 
Herold, Burr, Siple, Sheets, Caeebolt, Shrader, Burner, Sydenstricker, Varner, 
Eevener, Cackley, Gum,, Overholt and S Hina berry. 

These people were the kind who liked to eettle down end regain in one 
piece, therefore, were not 10 good es frontieremen, but were good for es¬ 
tablishing pemsnent colonisation. They were r*ther inclined to take life a. 



3 


it cams, * »ort of come easy, go eaay existence, but after they inter¬ 
married with the other nationalities they made good citisens. They were 
mostly tillers of the soil* ' ^ . 

Most of the people of Pocahontas are descendant of Indented Servaa 
who sold themselves into servitude for from t^o to six years for a paseag 
America. But thi# ras nothing againat these people for it proved that they 
were very desirous to better their conditions and were willing to work to 
attain their desires. Whether one belonged to the gentry or the commoner 
depended upon his ability to pay or not to pay hia passage. 
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RICHARD T7ASHIKGT01J HILL 


Richard Washington Hill, son^ of Joel onr. Rebecca 
(Levi say) Hill, natives of Pocahontas County, is a grand— 0 
of one of the earliest settlers of this county, whose 
also was Richard Hill. Hie ancestral blood courses through 
the veins of many worth^citizens. It is thought that ae 
cane to tills region from Lorth Carolina soon after the c_o^e 
of the Revolutionary !/ar. was one of the more distinguished 

of the early pioneers as a scout and a vigilant defender cj. 
the forts. 

"Hills Creek" was named in his honor and during the 
troubled days when the white man and the Indians were dis¬ 
puting for the soil, he, himself, had several narrow 


escapes from the tomahawk. 

Richard 17. Hill was bora in Little Levels District, 
Pocahontas County, June 5th, 1847. He was a prosperous 
farmer and stockman, residing one mile northwest of Hillsboro. 
He had four hundred and fifty acres of productive land. 

G. A. Hill, his brother, was in the Confederate Arm^ under 
General Sterling Price and was killed in Carroll County, 
Missouri, in 1853 by bush-whackers. 

*«* 

In Richlands, Greenbrier County, Dec^ntfber 2Gth, 1872, 
Richard IV. Hill and Sarah Ilargaret Watts were united in 


marriage. They had six children. Frank Raymond, born fcetober 
20th, 1873, Joel ?. C. bom January 28th, 1876, Glenna R. L. 
born December 28th, 1878, Harry born January 3rd, 1882 (died 


'anoy) Anthony, B. F. bom July 30th, 1883, and David 
.n 1885* — 

The parents of Mrs. Hill were James Frmklin Watts 
3 n Dig Levels, Greenbrier County, December 17th, 1024 
lea in the same county December 17th, 18C1. Rachel 
ess> Watts was bom in Greenbrier County January 1830 

ied in the same county in march 18o2. 

Richard W. Hills's children are among the prominent 
ens of West Virginia, Florida and the State of Washing- 
The death of Pocahontas County's beloved citizen—the 
able Prank Raymond Hill to February 25th, 1936, brought 
ss to the entire county. His age was 63 years. He 
ocahontas County's most brilliant lawyer—a graduate of 
ph Macon College. He was a prominent citizen of Poca- 
s County, noted for his hospitality and kindness to 
one. His time was spent serving in some official capac- 
At the time of his death he was State Pardon Attorney, 
s a zealous and faithful member of the Southern Hetho- 
Church and teacher of the "Home Builder's Bible Class" 
t Ladies) for several years. It was said that his 





Florence 


Sc hum 


to spend a 


Wg Jsgobj jarlln and St» r h^ Be-all . 

IX rTh * flrSt persons °f English or Scotch-irlsh antecedents 
Winter In what Is now Pocahontas County,were Karlin and bewail- This was the 

V .inter of 1750-51. Their camp was in the delta formed by harlln Bon and a 

slough or drain near the east bank of Knapp's Creek. 

"In the course of time-having agreed to disagree- they separated and were 
found living apart, by Colonel Andrew Lewis,*^rlln in the cabin and Sewall 
in a hollovr tr?e. Upon expressing his surprise at this way of living apart,, 
distant from the habitation of other human beings,Sewall told him they dif- 
fered in sentiments and since the separation there was more tranquility, or 
a better understanding ,for now they were upon speaking terms,and upon each 
morning’’it was good morning, Mr. Marlin, and 'Good morning,Mr. Sewalli* " 
"'Jnder the new arrangement ,Sewall crossed the slough, and instead of 
building another cabin, went into a hollow sycamore tree on the west margin 
of the slough,quite near where the board walk now crosses,and about in line 
with a walnut tree now standing onthe east bank of the drain and the court 


house... 


n These persons differed,Sewall told Colonel Lewis, about their"relagian" 
There is a traditional hint that "immersion" was the theme of contention. 

But it is more than probable that one was a conformist and the other a non 
conformist to the thirty-nine articles of the English rubric. This is known 
to have been a very live question in ttose times, both before and after. 

"This new arrangement did not last long,and Sewall in search of less mo¬ 
lestation about his religion,withdrew about eight miles to a cave at.the 
head of Sewall Run,near Earvin. Thence he went forty miles farther on to 
Sewall Creek,west Greenbrier,and was found and slain by the Indians." 

From 

"Historical Sketches^ Pocahontas County,'.Vest Virginia 

William T. Price. 

Price- 1901 , pp. 105-106. 
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Se ction 3- P»r t a Qf^ .pfo- l h_ 

*—- — — -_ if ederic^ County* 

In the -utumn or the year 1749 a man irom r ^ e 

, n to the wli - 

laboring under some meniaj. strain, wandered a " UJr 

brier country, 

derness of what was ai t-erwards known as the re 
and although he was supposed to oe a lunatic, on 
he related to his friends moi ue ueu visited a c0un ^ 
the rivers flowed away to the west, a contrary direct! 

those of the valley. 


This story induced two bold adventurers named Jacob 
end Stephen Sewell to journey to the west for the purpose of 
finding out whether or not this was true. They traveled on for 
several days, crossed the Allegheny range and followed the 
course of a mountain stream through the pass which separates 
the Beaver Mountains on the south from the 3rown range on the 

north and on down that stream to the mouth of Knapps Creek 
where it flows into Greenbrier River, now in Pocahontas County— 
the first Englishmen to stand on the banks of the Greenbrier 
River. 


They became so impressed with the romantic scene that 
they determined to make it their future home. So they erected 
a cabin— the first settlement in the Greenbrier Country. 

Soon after their home was erected, they disagreed. l.’^ne 
really knew just what they quarrel/ed about, but tradition has 
it that it was over religion. Sewell remained in the cabin 
and Marlin took up his abode in a hollow tree not far off. 

John Lewis and his son I’ound then, living in this 


manner when 





ier 
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they cane west in 1751 as agents and 
Land Company. 

» fifty mil eS 

Sewell did not live here for long, tout mo 

qtenhen Hole Run, 

farther down the river to what is now known 
and became a victim or the Indians. 

Karlin is said to have returned to the east. Ho 

the landmarks of the country. Swell 


both left their nnmes upon 
in the streams and mountains which bear his name, 


and Karlin in 


Karlins 3ottom, afterwards called Karlinton, in Pocahontas 
These men came and went and it was as if they had not been 
as no permanent settlement was made. 


In 1751, when ^en Lewis came and found them , land w .s jO 
plentiful that a settler could take public land and lay it oif 
in any way he desired. At Karlins Bottom there were six or 
seven hundred acres of land formed by Greenbrier River and the 
streams that enter the river at this point. Andrew Lewis had 
his first choice, as Jacob Marlin and Stephen-Sewell were the 
type that did not bother to take title to the land they had 
lived upon. 

So Andrew Lewis took first ohoioe and surveyed a boundary 
containing 4B0 acres Qua went awey to let it ripen into a grant 
This grant was respected and the families thet came silently 
into the pleasant valley made their homesteads on Stony Creek 
and Price Run just outside the 460 acre Lewis Survey. 


It is on this Lewis survey that the town or Karlin ton is 


built, on the Oldest and best title in West Virginia. 

In the malting of this survey, Andrew Lewis mark eJ two 
trees as a oorner, on the sixth day of uotober 1751. These 
oaKS are the Oldest corner trees in nest Virginia and, it is 
believed in the Mississippi valley. So far as ve know there 
ere no other corner trees standing in any of the surveys made 
by Lewis at that time. 

These trees were named the King George Oaks several years 
ego, This name never became popular, so they were then 
called the "Charter Oaks". This name has been forgotten too, 
and the trees go by the name of "Corner Oaks". 

A good deal of work has been done to preserve these 
trees but with little success. At the present time, only 
stumps of them are standing. They are located in the town 
or Marlinton, at the Rexrode Garage. 
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mere on ilnapps 

Moses Moore was one of the first se 

There v/es 

Creek more than one hundred and forty years 

an old Indian Trail or "Valley Draft", as it was one ^ 

D y which the savages traveled when on their mis-ions ol 
to the settlements on -Tnnicson»s River and in the Shenandoah 


Valley. This trail led near by where Moses Moore lived, 
on land afterwards owned by his grandson Andrew Moore# 

—s might have been expected, it was not long before I.'oses 
’toore was carried into captivity, but at last he made his 
escape and returned to his home. Twice more the savages 
carried him a prisoner to their towns on the Scioto. After 
hisj^turn the last time, he purchased all the lands lying 
on_Kna£ PS creek from the Dever place to the Herold place. 
This_j,xact included several thousand acres, and as the records 

show, Mr. Moore gave in exchange two steel traps and two 
pounds sterling money. 


Of the ones who occupied the cabin homes 
at the beginning or the nineteenth century, the 
given in the census numbering about one hundred- 
This is not a .1 but it is nearly all. 


in the county 
following are 
iifty-three. 


Isaac Moore, his wife, 
Moses Moore n „ 

Peter j-ightiier " » 

Henry Harper » « 

John Moore »» 


6 children 

4 •» 

4 H 


6 

9 





hi s 

Wire 

7 ' 

children 

Felix Grimes, 



Samuel /.augh, 

ii 

It 

13 

ft 

.Tames Waugh, 

n 

ft 

12 

ft 

.Aaron Moore, 

ft 

It 

9 

ft 

William Moore, 

if 

tt 

5 

ft 

Robert Moore, 

it 

ft 

0 

ft 

Timothy McCarty, 

it 

tt 

6 

ft 

Robert Gay, 

ft 

tt 

6 

n 

Jeremiah Friel, 

tf 

tt 

9 

tt 

Jacob Warwick, 

it 

ft 

6 

n 

Andrew Gwin, 

*t 

If 

2 

Tt 

Sampson Mathews, 

ft 

ft 

3 

sons 

Jusiah Brown, 

n 

• f - - 

ft 

6 

K 

Tt 

John Sharp, * -*■ 

1 

•• 

• ■ 

ft «« 

o 

*9 

ft 

William oharp, 


*1 


William Posge, | 

tl 

n 

. 4 

ft 

John Baxter, 

rt 

Tt 

5 

tt 

Leri Moore, 

Tt 

It 

6 

tt 

John Bradshaw, 

It 

Tt 

5 

ft 


Taken from: 


Hardesty’s Encyclopedia 


/ 




iLclla • Y oncer 


wtt.t.ta:: sharp 

of the Hunters- 

ffilliam Sharp was the pioneer settlor ^^Tient r«3i denCe * 
ville vicinity and was the first to open ”P - near 

A o-rp ^eU vrsi‘5J-c 

Traces of the building >- e erec e ^ mountain 

new road around the Ilountain a few rods -- c:n 
road leaves the ]>onmore and Huntersville Hoad. 

Ur. Sharp located here in 1773 and saw service as scou 
and a soldier. It is believed he cane here ±ron St-un^on, 

Augusta County, Virginia. lie cane here about the tine Janes 
Lewis Senior cane and he was from near Staunton. He married 
Lary I^eks. She was. a very amiable person, lived to a grea^ 
age and died at the hone of her son James Sharp. 

In reference to their children, Haney married Levi I\Ioore 
Junior, Uargeret married John Kelley. Her children were William 
Jonn, Anthony, Lancy and Polly, Rachel, Jennie and Ilargaret. 

Haney Kelley married Robert Sharp, son of James Sharp and went 
to Iowa, nary Sharp became the wife of Arthur Grimes and settled 
in the Hills, overlooking the head of Knapps Creek. 

Seine Grimes married Hugh HcLaughlin and lived near 

L ' mimVU1 " " h “ “» ~ *... Biotaan 

™ ^ iM ^ ^ ^ 

1864. 


a wound during the Y/ar m 


william Sharp Junior was another sen of the u * 

Pioneer and settled in Verdant Valiev and a ^ erSVille 


descended from them. 


numerous 


posteritv 


y is 


Cheir children were James, w miaa> 


A J©^anci 


er ‘ Jac ob laul, 
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of Krs. William Sharp. !:e opeI ^ disposing of his 

a part of the Huntersville homesteaa; ^ Beaver Creek 

property to UlUl- C ? chley, Hr. Chart, ^ ^ up ^ 

on -erty «. - - — L * 

extensive area and prospered in world y 

worthy family. The names of his children fere l.ary He ecca, 

.111, Martha, ~ “■ 


and James. 

IJary married William Pyles, Rebecca became mrs. James 
hevris and lived on his larce land holdings in the nevels . 

IIrs . Ann Clark of Hillsboro was a daughter of James and Rebecca 
Lewis. Urs. R. C. Shrader, Ilrs. Davis -Dennison of Hillsboro 
rmd : rs. **ary Kennison were their daughters. Each daughter was 
given a fine farm in the Little Levels and their only brother 
Christopher Lewis, inherited the homestead* 

James Lewis* lands were extensive and of the best in the 
Greenbrier Valley. James Lewis was also'one of the original 
proprietors of Hillsboro, and the little town is largely built 
on the Lewis lends at one tine owed by Urs Anna (Lewis) Clark 
L'.argaret Sharp married Jacob Civey on Anthony a C reek .^ ’ 



I 

* 


liW . ^ 

Martha married a Mr. Civey of the sane loc -L- j ^ 

married Robert Ryder and lived in the some neU& became 

. ne l Sharp 06 

Sh-trp was married to Levi Cackley Junior. * y ' r r euh * 

1^5. Robert Gay and lived on Reaver Cree±: (at ^ yuliaio 9 

their children Hamilton 3. Gay upper --° tjn G * ^arri e ^ 

• sharp was k* 

River end Mrs. William Jordan on 31):. ±>ucina 

«^-rnpd Susan, t - 

to Jonathan Jordan near Hillsboro; T/rlii^-* - - Andrew 

daughter of Solomon Bus sard and settled in the T/est 

-•* a -rv Bvrnside cn 

married a miss Bussard. James Sharp marr * v 

the Greenbrier River east of Hillsboro and settled at the o 


homestead. 

Iir . Shaxp died d'jrinc the Hex and Ilrs. Shar p ,-ent to 

Missouri where son* of her fanily now live. Hr.. Hanson SoW* 

lin of Odessa, Missouri, was her daughter. 

Ur and Mrs Sharps s^ons were Joseph and Mitchell. 

Mitchell Sharp married a Missouri lady and Joseph Sharp married 
Kiss Virginia R- Clark of Hillsboro; they went to Wyoming and 
purchased a large ranch. Ur. Sharp was prosperous and accumu¬ 
lated wealth on his large cattle ranch. Ke died three years 
ago and his fanily spend part of their time on the ranch and 
part in Rawlins, Wyoming. 

James Sharp Senior was a member of the Court under 
the old arrangement, was high sheriff Of. the county, a con¬ 
scientious member of the Presbyterian Ch\rrch and was held in 
high esteem for his patriotism and strict scrupulous integrity. 
The members of the Court had much confidence in his judgment 
and he had great influence in framing decision* 

^ °-- a rp was 



I 


V 


b^t 

fond of hunting a*t the pvoper season, not only j-OT s P 

- n in trad- 

as a natter of business, for the proceeds were useful 

ins for family supplies for the comfort of his home. 31e had ^ 

sensational adventure *s. As he was returning home late o 

evening, the scream of a oanther just in front of him/ in SOIDe 
am¬ 
bushes wasanther. lie shot it. Another jumped on the bach 

of his horse. Ke finally succeeded in stubbing it with his 

himting knife and killing it, aftpr a desperate battle. He 

his horse and rode fast to reach'hoine, fearing another 

attack from panthers. 
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Juanita Dilley 


ANCESTRY AND CH ARACTERISTICS OF FIRST sOTl*** lW 
POCAHONTAS coukt^ 


About the year 1611 there wae a dletrlct In Ireland that woe largely 
depopulated by forfeiture of land* when O'Neil of Tyronne was defeated. 
Puritan, from England and Reformers from Scotland were induced to occupy 
this vacate land. Later when there was a change in Irish affaire these 
people r oa * it necessary to aeek refuge in America. Hawing been Scotch or 
Engllah Peepl, living for a time in Ireland they were called Scotch-Iri.h, 
but the ten, appliea to the English ae well as to the Scotch. 

N0W ** ** tbiB tlBe Vir S lnia *“tod settlers to move west of the Blue 
S^ge to twm a lino of protection against the Indians. Therefore when they 
beard that these Seotch-lrish, also Germane and French Hugenot. ..re willing 
to settle a, the frontier, the Virginia Colonial authoritiae offered liberal 
conceseions and between 1732 - 1750 a line of settlement ... formed. These 
People of .ergetic spirit, accused to hardship and persecution, desiring 

“ refUg * CiVil “ d «"»«■, along the mountain seeking 

* B “ CtUai7 Wh8re they C0Uld ia ‘ OTide f ° r unmolested. Thence 

they came into what is no, Pocahontas, which at that time wae a part of 
Virginia. 

The first families of Pocahontas County whose head. w.r. John McNael, 
Thomas BeMi, Moses Moor., John Moore, Peter Lightn.r, Henry Harper, Felix 

emel Waugh, James Waugh, Aaron Moore, Robert Moore, Timothy McCarty, 
Robert Gay, Jeremiah IW.l, Jacob Warwick, John Slaves, John Warwick, Samp.os 
Mathews, Jseiah Brown, John Sharp, william Sharp, Willian Poage, John B«t.r, 


• r-- - w » 

Levi Moore, and John Bradshaw, all owe their ancestry to the.e Scotch'*^ 


intmr - 


people. Inter some Germans and French also moved into the t.rrito'V’ 
married with the Scotch-Irieh and our citizenship became on. of ' ' 


aWannat nia 
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Juanita Dillejr 


nHJT PERMANENT SETTLER Of PQCAHCW/L3 COUNT! 

J *‘" b “ irlla ■ n< ' 8U «‘ h “ *"*U — tb. firet ... to live , B Pocohontas 
C ' UBtr ' “ * h# ,r, ” nt * lt * •' -rllnton, but th.lr .bod. ... only temporary. 
' n ' i “ *** JOhn “'"••l* * h0 1” t*>. Little Lot. 1., neer .h.r. Hille- 

° r ° ^ * b0 **'“• th » 'iret permanent ..ttlor in tb. county. H. 

— • n.tiT. of Frederick County, Tirglnie. and .a. r.ry fond of athletic. 

In * bojtia S Bttte h hie antagonist n. badly knoek.d out «nd thought to b. 
fatally injured. To .told arre.t and trial for murder ho ran a.ay Into tfa. 
•llderwe... h. c«. to th. Little Level. it look* .0 much Ilk. hi. old 

hone .unrounding, that h. decided to build a cabin and remain there. Her. 
h. liTed depending almo.t entirely upon veni.on and other .lid fl.eh for 
food. On. day while he -ae out hunting h. met Charle. and Jacob Kinni.on 
from hi. old home, .ho had com. looking for a place to eettle. Ihoy brought 
hi. the good n... that th. p.r.on rtth .horn he box.d .ae not dead. He then 
returned to hi. how. married Uartha Ha.i., and came back to th. Level.. Thi. 
-a. about th. year 1765. 1 ft.r th.lr o.n home had bean mad. comfortable, and 
•nough food rai.ed, they e.t to .ork to build a place of .orehip, the White 
foie Church -hieh laid th. formation of the methodiet faith in Pocahonta. 
County. ure. UcKeel brought with her a Bible printed in th. Wel.h dialect, 
rhie .ae the firet Bible there Is <ny record of having over boon brought to 

th« waters of tha Greenbrier. 

■rioa and Jacob Kinnison also returned and built homes. They were 
carpenters, and soma of tha firet carpenter work ever done in this county 

done b j then. . V 

*nen Dunmorae War began, lfoNoel and the Kinnieone wont to camp •* 
burg and went in tha expedition to Point Pleaeant in 1784. They ** n0d 

yl-giBi*’ 

durl( *8 the HoTolutionary War with a regiment from Frederick County* - .4>5.i 
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THE CALLXSOK'S — PICKETS - 

Jagpp Cal11son« 
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The Callison's of Locust have a claim for special 
recognition in our biographical sketches as one 
families of Southern Focahontas. Members of that family 
have done a great deal in developing their section of 
county and have shorn what can be done with our soil in 
climdte by well applied energy and industry. 

The progenitor of this relationship, so far as is 
traceable was James Callison Senior. He and his wife Elizabeth 
were natives of Ireland, but as the name indicates, were of 
English origin. 

No doubt the Callisons were among the families that 
King James the First encouraged to settle in the North of 
Ireland. Late in the eighteenth century it appears that 
u ames Callison went from Greenbrier County to Granger County 
Tennessee and made a permanent settlement there and reared his 
family. Their sons were James, Anthony Isaac, Samuel Jesse . 
and Elisha. Their daughters were Rebecca Abagail, Cary, flancy 
and Ruth. In reference to the whereabouts of most of these 
cone and daughters, but little has come to notice. 

Isaac Callison settled in the lleadows of southwest 
Greenbrier County where some of the descendents still live. 

Colonel Elisha Callison, another son of the emigrant and 
pioneer, mar:led Margaret Bright, daughter of David Bright of 
Greenbrier County and lived on the noted C a lii 30n homestead 


V, > 


.,-fVTjTnSY 


OK liATERIA^ 


near Lewisburg. , 

About 17S2, James Call!son, another son of the p on 

emigrant came from Tennessee to L ocust,(now lexer Pocahontas ) 

and settled on a tract of 164 acres - pre-empted some years 

previously by his father. Soon after locating on Trump Run 

Mr. Callison took a great fancy to Miss Susan Edmiston, tne 

charming daughter of James Edmiston Senior, who was then living 

on the farm at one time owned by George Callison, now owned by 

Calvin May. 

The George Callison mentioned was a grand-son of the 
lovely Susan Edmiston Callison. James Callison and Susan 
Sdmlstcn, his wife, were the parents of five sons and two 
daughters. 

•Jillaim Callison married Hannah Ray, and settled in 
Nicholas County. 

Isaac Callison married Nancy Jordan, lived awhile in 
Nicholas County, then returned to Pocahontas. 

James Callison married Rebecca Gillilan, daughter of John 
Gillilan, and settled in Missouri. 

Josiah cainson married Nancy Hill. They spent their days 

- tne old nomestead a* were the happy parents of five .ns and 

three — • « - particulars of t 

family; James Callison married Ellen Alhire of Lcwi , -' 
anc settled in Creenbrier Coun t y * here £ ^ ^ " 

widow and two children now live i a tanBae. T , 

married first - Uinta v; yles . --o.„as F. Calli son 

marriage was with Jane Uyle 6 Co -nty, and his second 

" C0USin ‘ TUy ^ near Locust. 



Lilian Callison married Fannie siting, daughter of Efcenezer 
Siting on the summit^of Droop fountain and lived on Locust 

Cre efc, a mile from its source. 

Locuet Creek springs from the base of Droop fountain, 
a full sized creek, receiving but little volume from visible 
tributaries on its course to the Greenbrier River. 

George Callison married L'auae KcNeel, daughter of 
-onorable William Lamb ITcNeel, of Little Levels, better knora 
as Captain .Tilliam L. IScIi'eel. Their residence was for a 
*ime on the Sdmiston place on Locust then they moved to Hills¬ 
boro on the farm once occupied so long by Colonel John Hill. 

Hi chard Callison married Fannie Beard, daughter of 
Charles ff. Beard near Hillsboro and he occupied the old Trump 
Hun homestead near Locust. All these sons are among the pros¬ 
perous citizens of lower Pocahontas. They are engaged in 

r- r raiSinS 8t00k ~ ree — •**-«. contributing 

very much to the substantial prosperity of our county 

Kartha Callison, daughter of Josiah Calli ^ 

James K. Bright. axrle d 

-ary Callison married Lorenza Reger and th , 

Hoane County. 6 they Tived in 

Jemima Callison became L'rs. j es . e 
in Oreenbrier County. She died i„ lss”- Frankfor d 

The other branch of the Callison' i ' 
is represented by the descendents of 7 ° U * C0Unty 

imigrant from Ireland. Anthony CaUiSOn ’ the 

and soon after coming to Virginia •’ ~°“ *** reared in Tennessee 

" 6 - r ^d Abagau , cClung of 


^reentrier County and set-lea on lends adjoining those pos¬ 
sessed by his brother James. These persons had ten children— 
six sons and four daughters. 

Acram Callison married Frankie Blair from Forth Carolina 

a sitter of the late ilajor Tilliam Blairm near Hillsboro, and 

after living a feir years in Pocahontes County Trent to North 
Carolina. 


Joseph Callison married Elizabeth Bright of Greenbrier 

County. 

Isaac Callison married Huldah Hickman in Bath County 
and moved to Indiana. 

Anthony Callison Junior was married to Martha Kill and 
settled in Indiana. 

Israel Callison married i-ary Bright, sister of Joseph's 

wire, lived many years on the old homestead and finally moved 
to Illinois. 

Slisha Callison located in the Meadows of West Oreenhrle' 

County. 

Margaret Callison, daughter of Anthony and Abagail Calli¬ 
son became Mrs. Will* Burnsides and went to Indiana. 

Elizabeth Callison married Jonathan Jordan and they lived 

on Cooks Run, the place occupied by Peter Clark . x , _ _ 

she died. “er twin sons, John and Art * 

nc Anthony also died. 

Abagail Callison became the rifo , T 1 

* e of James Gay and they 

settled in Indiana. 

fifteen) th % * y ° Un£e8t daughter, maxriedfrhen she 

was fifteen) the late Colonel Toods Poege. 



T'lib ie a brief contribution to the history of the 

Cnllison relationship which deserves an important piece in the 
annals of our county — 

Those people whose lives make up the past, whose history 
so few survive to repeat, sowed in tears, privations and hard¬ 
ships, what we who now live are reaping in joyful hervect. TThat 
they sowed in tears we, the living, may reap with grateful joy 
if we have proper appreciation of what they did and suffered in 
their day and generation. 

Let us not forget that the frugality, industry and careful 
attention to duties that enabled them to secure this goodly 
heritage is all important for us to observe and imitate in 
order to keep it from slipping away from our reach. 

Like busy bees the pioneer people all over our country 
tried to improve every shining hour end turn to some good 
account every opportunity in sight, no matter how hard it 
seemed. H has been well said that those who look only for 
easy places, will finally round up in the hardest places and 
have no way to get out, except by death. 
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improvement, which was still occu . Andrew were ex- 

—- “:: ritrrr-« ^ 

:rr h : !rLt pleasure which he nc experienced in *Wr -mins 
when issuing from their respective habitations; whereas when they slept un 
der the same roof .none of those kindly greetings passed between them. Suel 
however did not long remain in the vicinity of Hartin.the other of the two 
adventurers; he moved forty miles -vest of his first improvement,and soon of- 

__ . r _n 


ter fell a prey to Indian ferocity.” 
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n j/js. Anne Royall,in fetches of the History, Life and banners of the 
United States . (New Haven, 1826) ,p.60, who visited the Greenbrier country in 
182.4, gives : th4 name of Carver .as .Sewall’s** companion. "These two men,says 
Mrs. Roy a 11, "lived in a cave for several years, but at length they disagreed 
on the ’score of religion, and occupied different camps. They bok care,how¬ 
ever,hot to stay far from each other,their camps being in sight. Sewall used 
to relate that he and his fiend used to sit up all night without sleep,with 
their guns cocked,ready to fire at each other. ’And what could that be for?’ 
’Why, because ’.e couldn’t agree. 1 ’Only two of yon, and could you not a- 
gree-what did you quarrel about?’ ’Why,about re 7 la-gin.* One of -them 
seems, was a Presbyterian, and the other an Episcopalian." L.C.D. 

' • (Lyman C.Draper) 

From 

Chronicles of Border Warfare, 
by 

Alexander Scott Withers 
Stewart-1835 
p.57 
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Jacob Warwick, the son of Lieut, a 

remembered but LittLe of his own father and cherished th. 
highest regard for his step-father, Robert Sibling n. • 

Ja0 ob Warwick attained his majority, Robert SiUington moved 
to hie own property near old *llboro, the estate later occupied 
klr8 . Dickinson, the daughter of Andrew Sltlington. I have 
been unable to find how Andrew and Robert SiUington were relat¬ 
ed. Andrew sltlington owned some land in Pocahontas County 
but there is no account of his ever having lived here. 

The letter was written by Robert Sltlington to his bro¬ 
ther John in Ireland, according to an editorial written by the 
late Andrew Price and published in the Pocahontas-Times, April 
1931. 

As to the name of Lieut. Harwich, historians disagree. 

Mr. Andrew Prioe thought his name might have been William 
but I find the following article in Annals of Augusta County 
1726-1871, Waddell; 

The Southern historical Magazine for August, 1692, contains 
an article by the nev. '..’illiarn T. Price, entitled "Pioneer His¬ 
tory," from which we have obtained most of the following facts: 

The fatter of Jacob 
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'‘Vlllitmsbuftg probably about the year 1740. He wus a 1-ieu 
in U" service of the British Government, and was employed in 


surv t . ing and locating land grants in Augusta. His Christian 
name .3 not given, but we find a deed on record from James Gay 
• o■:.! Warwick, dated iiarch 21, 1753, and presume that the 
grants was the same as Lieut. »arwick. according to the 
artic_ 5 referred to, he married Elizabeth Dunlap, v.ho lived near 
the present village of i.ilddlebrook. He obtained for himself 
a tra.;t of land called Dunmore, in the present County of Pooahon- 
tas » -:en ^ugusta. After the birth of four children,- Charles, 
Slizai-ath, Jacob and John- and settling his family on the Dun- 
more -state, Lieut. Warwick concluded to visit England. He 
was Hover heard of after his departure, and being given up for 
dead, * : is widow subsequently married Robert Sitlington. 


.is to the John Warwick who settled on ^eer Creek, I have 
been . ..able to find any trace of any relationship between his 

famil: ' and that ot 0800,5 • a r™ick. The descendants of Jacob 
..arwi, k seem to think, that it was a different branch of the 
.Varnlo.ic family and that, if there was any relationship, it 
v.as very distant. «r this John "srwick I find, he was the 
ancestor of the Greenbank branch of the ..arwick family and 

Ih."lto*T r SOent - :e ° aQe ^ UPPer P ° oahjntas lo «g before 
the Revolutionary Jar and settle* on Peer Creek, at a place 

now in the posession of Peter i> •»-«., u 

6r " arT 'ick and John R. .-.arwiok 
John ■■ rwick-s children were ..illiam 

^ Eliv.ab.th 
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• arv.ick relationship. 

The tradition is that John Warwick, Junior, married 
-argaret roage of Augusta County. It is believed that James 
Poage, her father, lived a while on Knapps creek, and after¬ 
wards moved to Kentucky. 

Upon this marriage John Warwick, Junior, settled on the 
lower end of the farm efterwards owned by capt. G. vv. Si pie. 
Parties yet living remember seeing traces of the cabin he had 
built and dwelt in. He remained there but a short time, how*- 
ever, and moved to Ohio about 1790. 

There were three little boys, one of them named John. 

The Union officer claimed to be a descendant of a John Warwick 
from west Virginia, a grandson,- and was a son doubtless, of one 
of those little boys that went to Ohio with their porents from 
their cabin home on Deer Creek. This Federal officer became a 
member of Congress, and achieved a national reputation by defeat¬ 
ing William i..c.:inley in a Congressional contest. 

Pocahontas County History 

by Rev. William T. Price. 

-nnals of ^ugusta County - Waddell 
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WILL OF SAMPSON L. MATHEWS. 


I, ^Sampson L. Usthews of the County of Pocahontas 
Virginia, being in good health, of sound dispoaing mind and 
memory, but knowing that life is always uncertain, do make 
publish & declare this to be my last Will ami Testament. 

1st. I will & devise to my daughter, Mary Ann Mathews, 
all my lands lying on Stamping Creek & Stpehen Hole Run, 
near and adjoining Mill Point, in Pocahontas County, for 
and during her natural life, and after the death of my said 
daughter, I hereby will * devise the said land and real 
estate herein before mentioned lying near to & adjoining 
Mill Point, to James :Withrow of Lewisburg, Virginia, in 
trust for the use & purposes of a Female Academy to be 
erected thereon, by the name of n Mery Ann Mathews Academy". 

To be under the care government and direction of that branch 
of the Presbyterian Church now styled the new school, so 
long as that branch of said Church shall adhere to the 
Westminister Confession of faith,—and I hereby authorize 
& empower the said Trustee, James Withrow, as coon as the 
Academy herein named shall be legally chartered by the Act 
of the Legislature, to convey the above mentioned lands to 
the Trustees, or to the corporate body, designated by the 
Act of Incorporation for the use and purposes of such 
Academy, and for no other purpose whatsoever. 

1% J* % WU1 “5 d68ire ’ that L® houl d my said 


daughter die leaving children surviving her, that such 
children of my said daughter being females, shall be admit e 
as pupils to said Academy & thus receive instruction as long 
as shall be desired, free from all charges for tuition, for . 
all the terms such female children shall attend said Academy. 


And for the purpose of securing the benefits & advantages of 
said Academy, to my friends, & a preference in favor of their 
families, I do hereby will & direct that the children (female) 
of the families of my brothers, Jacob n. Mathews & of Andrew 
G. Mathews, shall have the first right to the benefits of 


said Academy, but noffree of charge for tuition, and that 


the female children of the families of the Justices of the 


County of Pocahontas who sustained my election as Surveyor of 
said County in 18*4-9, shall be next prefered as scholars to 
said Academy, hut not without charge for tuition fees as 
aforesaid. 

3rd. I will and devise to my said daughter Mary Ann 


Mathews all the rest & residue, of my real estate in the State 
of Virginia, for & during her natural life and after her death 
to’ such child or children of the said Hary Ann, as shall sur¬ 
vive her & attain the age of twenty one or marry, but if my 
said daughter shall die without leaving children, or if B he 
should leave children & they should die under twenty one years 
of age or without marrying then it 1 = my will that the real 
estate mentioned in this clause shall g0 to * become a cart 
of the lands set apart for said Academy, and for that 


purpose. 



„ le6 .! «»!. —1 — “ »■ “ 14 J ““ TI “' 

.» or in « •* , '° 4y "““ 4 “ 

«, if i: cornorE lion of ==14 Ac.d.oy for 0 

_ if this devise had been 

purpose thereof as effectually 

made directly to said Academy. 

k.- I will and devise a tract of land I own in Missouri, 

containing 160 acres, for the use & purpose of a parsonage of 
the Sew School Presbyterian Church, and for this purpose do 
hereby invest my said friend Jameg Withrow ^ith the legal 
title thereto as Trustee, to hold the same in trust for the 
purpose of a parsonage of said Church, and to convey the legal 
title thereof &-thereto to said Trustee in Missouri as may be 
legally constituted, to take and hold the same, the use & 
purposes herein indicated. 

b- The above devises are made subject to the payment 
of my just debts, but of all the real estate of which I may 
die seized, if any be necessary to be sold for the payment 
of my debts, I hereby will & direct that my Missouri lands 
be first sold. 

6. I hereby will that no part of the lands on 
stamping Creek & Stephen Hole Run, near & adjoining Mill Point, 

if an Academy should be erected thereon, shall be ever sold 

or commuted for anythinc else 

j else, but neld as land connected with 

and for the use of said Aoprip*™ « .... 

Academy. Ana it is further my win that 

no more of any other lands of which T ■ 

llcn 1 ffl ay die seized, which 

under the provisions of this will , 

said * '-••nil fall to & belong to 



«„»11 be .old or dl.po.ed of «»» « « 

--~ . f *.——- - 

use of said Academy. 

j b„»by .opoldt M. Iltiro. of le«l.»d*B "1 E "““ r ' 
„„.by revolting all fo™. -He -» « »*“• 

be .y last will » testment. The .aid gxeeutor »ot to give 
security, a. with... .y h»d * —1 «.« t.«t, .Irf. day of 
October in the year 1850. 


pAvn^riV T. VATHENS 


f air at.\ 


Attested by us in the 

presence of the Testator & 

at his request at the same time. 

Teste - Johnson Reynolds 
Robert F. Dennis 


Which Will being proven by the oaths of Johnson Reynolds 
and Robert F. Dennis, subscribing witnesses thereto was 
ordered to be & is herein recorded. And thereupon James 
Withrow the Executor named in said will, who made oath & 
entered into bond in the penalty of Twenty Five Thousand 
dollars conditioned as the law directs, which bond is in 
the words & figures following,to wit: 


"Know all men by these presents. That I^James 

frithrow am held 4 firmly bound unto the Commonwealth of 

Virginia, in the sum of Twenty Five Thousand dollars, for 

the payment whereof well 4 truly to be made, I bind mysel 

my heirs, Executors and Administrators, firmly by these 

presents. Sealed^ith my seal and dated this 26th day of 
September, 1S54. 





The condition of the above obligation is that if the said 
James Withrow, Executor of Sampson L. Mathews dec'd shall 
faithfully discharge the duties of his trust, then the 
above obligation to be void, else to remain In full force. 

JAS. WITHROW (SEAL) 

Signed sealed & acknowledged 
in open Court . Wm. Skeen Clk. 

And thereupon letters testamentary in due form is granted 
the said James Withrow in dur form of law, upon the Estate 

of Sampson L. Mathews dec'd. 

On motion of James Withrow, Executor of Sampson L. Matheww 
dec'd - ordered that Paul KcNeel, Michael B. Gilliland, 
Richard UCHeel, Robert G. Miller & Joel Hill (any three of 
whom may act) be appointed appraisers to appraise in current 
funds on oath, the personal Estate of Sampson L. Mathews 
dec'd, & make report thereof to Court- 

September Term, 1354 


(From Law Order Book No 
Circuit Clerk's Office 
County, West Virginia) 
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ing Pioneer times when the States were coming into shape on 
new soil. From Rhode island to -lorida and through to Texas 
and the coast, this blood extends today, growing out of a parent 
stock that was staunch in its defence of Presbyterianism, friendly 
•to education, and influential in politics. 

The earliest record of the Caldwells found in the recent 
investigations, relate to three brothers: John, Alexander and 
Oliver - who were seamen on the Ilediterranian in the latter part 
of the 14th century. The three brothers settled nearby at 
I'ount Arid, earning the enmity of francis I of Prance. After 
his escape from inprisonment, under Charles V of Germany, the 
brothers were again forced to change their location. 

Going to Scotland, they purchased near Polney frith, the 
estate of a Dishop named Douglas, with the consent of Janes 1st 
on condition that "the said brother?,John, Alexander and Oliver, 
late of Mount Arid" should have their estate known as "Cauldwell", 
and when the king should require, they should each send a son 
vdth twenty men of sound limbs, to aid In the wars of the king. 

There is a cup preserved as heirloom , from which it is 
is seen that the estate took its name from a watering nlace. The 
cup represents a Chieftain and twenty mounted men all a^ed 
and a man drawing water from a well, with the words underneath' 



hill, over 


"Alexander of Cauldwell" - also a _i-c wave s. 

~ words « —* - * — ^ of the 

?he name of~Cauldwell" early entered the war 

islands. Joseph, John, Alexander, Daniel, Davrd and ^ 

of caul dwell went with Oliver Crowell (whose S rand-rno 
fan Cauldwell) to Ireland, of which he was the Lord Governor. 
After his promotion to the protectorate of England, they re- 
nained in his interest in Ireland until the restoration of 
Charles II, when David, John and Alexander fled to America. 


Joseph died in Ireland and Daniel remained there, but several 
of their children emigrated to America, settling on the James 
River, Virginia and elsewhere. 

There is a claim that John Cauldwell did not settle in 
America, but it is assured that his son, John Caldwell (as the 
name had come to be spelled) married Kargaret Philips in County 
Devery Irelmd, where several children were born to them. 

Cn December 10, 1727, they landed at llewcastle, Delaware, 
going iron there to Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, and about 
1742 to Lunnenburg, now Charlotte County, Virginia. Here they 
were joined by relatives forming what was known as "Caldwell 
Settlement" ter many year,. John 0 ald™il was the first Justice 
of the Peace end Ms son Billies, the first militia officer com¬ 
missioned by corse II for that.territory. He died and was 


buried beside his wife, in 1700. 


••' ,e children of these pioneer 


—-- uiicoe pioneer 

Americans were 1st T/illian- 

man, 2nd Thomas; 3rd David; 4th Ilargar. 

5 th John; 6th Robert; 7th Janes. Da ch of th I 

+n . , 1 0x these men contribute 

to early American History m ‘ _ * Ml 

T - Jaae8 Cald ^n, B.D. one Of th. 


. by Brl** ^ lerS 

f0Unde,S ° f mnC6 ^ j^*«a his descendants received, by 

at Elisabethtown, Hen Jer , . years. 

• on Clerkshios at \7cchington for vw 

the nay of pension, - - iberia Coloniza- 

*. « *. — >- “ - 5 a ' 1 “ ll< ”' ° f “ 

U „„ .C— «n» »“• « °“" ia ” e11 ' 

lirtha, a™t««r of IBIS- leC 

«*= of ». Caldneld. c aM , «. i—> „ 

* ol o f-B v»e.dfoti^.d ^ 

of the Revolution. 

Hobert Caiawell was an early settler in Mercer Coun > 
Kentucky, where he died in 1806 the .father of a large family, 
nho were an honor to the State. One son, John died while 
lieutenant Governor, and was buried at Pranhfort where a public 
onunent narks his life work, '“e gave the name to Caldwell 


ounty of which he was early settler. 


Samuel Caldwell was a Eai 




and the first Cleric of the Logan County Court. Both were mem¬ 
bers of the legislature, as was Robert Caldwell, v who presided 
in the House when the famous resolutions of 1798 were adopted. 

The daughter of Robert Caldwell became the wife of 0. K 
Browning, Lincoln 1 s Secretary of the Interior. 

Eary, another daughter of Robert married Dr. R. C. 
Parmer, a well known American of his day. David Caldwell, was 
buried in the old church yard in Lunnenburg County and his 
widow with her children settled at the point marked "Caldwell 
Station" (near Danville) on Tilson's nap of Kentucky of 1784. 

One of the sons was John, who married Dicey W and ha* many 
descendants t'.iroughout the United States. 


that the 


T». „o„t mvo.tW*!™ prove *» “ 

toeriee, oho. o<—« tradition,. point to a oo-on orlgto an 
ancestry, reprise etleast distinct tranches of the 

felly, each starts *» « «P«** fr °" Ir61 ^' 

These emicrotion^ according to the evidence »o« histor- 

icallv recorded are: 


Pirst emigration John Caldwell of Ireland with his family, 
who landed at Newcastle, Delaware, December 10, 1727. Settled 
first in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, and finally in 1742 at 
11 Caldwell Settlement". 

Second emigration: Janes Caldwell of County Tyrone, 

Ireland, with his family in 1769 . With him came also his two 
younger brothers , John, who settled in Virginia and David who 
settled in the Carolinas. 

Third emigration: John Caldwell of Harmony Kill, near 
Ballymony County, Antrim, Ireland, with his family in 179S> 
and 1800. They settled finally in the site of the present Salisbur 


JZills, Orange County, New York, with the exception of the young¬ 
est sonj^ who settled in Charleston, South Carolina. He also had 
two brothers who came to America; James settled in Philadel¬ 
phia and Richard settled in 3altimre. 


The connection and relationship between these three 


— -— UJUCC 

branches of the fanilv hqq 

xar as..Known been established 

by indisputable evidence. . 1 

James Caldwell, father o' -t-v^ t 

°- the Jane3 who emigrated to 

America in 1760. vaa p 

, ™ a iandoj propri«„ new th. city of cori 

J.n county Tyrone, Ireland and w 

° n lis estate there extensive 




M .„w. »«* ■“ “ 13 “ ° f t h “ “ Zl *« 

prior to Mo a„th h. « visited bJr thre " 

on o»e occasion prior pmcteiail 

*o told hi. •» no»t.a "exemption none, sort 

For *iC ne _ to hove protection Pr- U——° f 

-tor -1*c-^--«erc-r«ie, &»»*- sa3 - d: 

■Father I never mill pop that". He replied: "Hell, I son, 

you vd.ll regret it if you dorvfc." 

When the father died and the son succeeded to the estate, 

he was called upon for the "Exemption money". He refused to pay 
it. The collectors bov/ed themselves out. It was not more than 
a week or two until one of the servants cane in and told him that 
a valuable yoke of o::en had been driven over a precipice, be cause 
of this and other lawlessness and persecution he abandoned his 


estates in Ireland and came to America with his family in 1769. 
He was bom on his father*s estate near the city of Cork in 1724- 
In 1752, he married Elisabeth Alexander who was born near Cork 
in 1737 and is said to have been a descendent of the Bruces of 
Scotland and one of the sane family who settled in Alexandria 
Virginia. At the time of his emigration, his family consisted 
of his wife, Elizabeth, his son John, second Anne, third Kary, 


fourth Sarah, fifth Prances, sixth Janet, seventh Lovely, 
eishth Elisabeth and ninth Jane. ?en^ Sar.uel was bom during 
the passage. Pour more were bom in Jtaerick: eleventh James, 
twelfth Susannah, thirteenth Alexander and fourteenth Joseph. 

They larded at Havre-de-Grace nov . a to 


Baltimore, where he was a merchant 
he sold his business in Baltimore 


- In about 1774 or 1775, 
an ^ raoved to Western Virginia. 


, at Wheeling 

The family crossed the mountains on ^ the - or0 ad 

in 1772, two years before the Zanes. They hun _ 

bottom lands south of Wheelinc Creek, being a 
dred acres of the present city of .'.ieelinc . 

Janes Caldwell took up large surveys of land xn 
Ohio River Voile, »* 11™* there »tll his iesth is. 1800, 

on Hain Street of the City of Wheeling. 

Janes Caldwell was commissioned by Patrick Henry, the 

Governor of Virginia, one of the "Gentlemen Justices" for Ohio 

county, Virginia, to be a member of the first Court, which then 

had a very extensive territory. This was the first Court in 

the valley of the Ohio and the first organised government west 

of the Alleghenies in Virginia. This Court of which James 

Caldwell was a member, organized the Militia and recommended 

the officers to the Governor for commission. This i-ilitia was 

engaged in defence of Port Henry at '.Theeling against British 

troons and Indians, and on various other military enterprises 

against the British and their Indian allies. 

% 

James Caldwell was a civil officer, but in that aided 
the Revolution, being too old to enter actively into the mil¬ 
itary service. The records of the court of Chio County show 


in their service respecting militia, sufficient evidence to have 

SUbj ^l ted hln t0 S C ° nviction for hi Sh treason, had the Revolu¬ 
tion not been successful. His eldest son' John built Port Henry 
and was wounded during one of the sieges. The father was not 
in the Port but upon some property of his in what is known as 

p he oil region in Tyler County, some forty or fifty miles from 
port Henry. 






from his plantation after one of 

ne wa s driven out from - 

these sie.es, ,v one.of the *-* - * ““ ™ 

who burned down his improvements, sending hi, a ,u C i _ 

his wife, Who was carried behind Mm on a pillion. Hewing the 
-,^s were coming, the, filled^ copper Settle -h silver 
and none, and other valuables and buried it in the woods - fled 
to Claysville, Pennsylvania. When the, returned for their valu¬ 
ables the, could not find where the house had stood, nor an, trace 
of their buried treasure. While they were at Claysville, their 

youngest son was bom— Joseph. 

Hr. Alfred Caldwell of Wheeling has some words given before 
this court by administrators or executors which made payable to 
sitting Justices seemed to have been printed before the Revolution 


43 they were dated ’'In the 


year of our 


«o 1 ■'-- - - 

Sovereign lord. King C-eorge the Third". These old rebel justices 
lave had the words "In the year of our Sovereign lord King George 
the Third" crossed out vdth in1: —* **- 


"In the .year of the Commonwealth". 

Prom Pennsylvania Alfred Caldwell settled at V7est Liberty 
Virginia, where his wife, Elizabeth died . He finally settled 
at "."heeling then called Port H e nry. The house that he built and 
in which he lived was tom down in 1902. The frame and some of 
the joists were black walnut logs and nhhh of the timber was what 
is now considered very precious wood. The heavy timber was 
fastened together with wooden pins, and all the nails used in 
the house were hand-made and resembled horse shoe nails. 

Alfred Caldwell was a Presbyterian but when he came to 






- 0 - 


this country there v;as something in the doctrine of the Pres¬ 
byterian Church that lie could not accept and he never would 
take communion with the Church, but alv/ays tool: communion by 
himself at home. 1-e na3 a great grand-son of Uir James Caldwell, 
Baronet, who res ided at and owned Castle Caldwell on the north 
shores of lower lake Erne in County Fermanagh in Ireland* The 
title is now in abeyance and Castle Caldwell, although still known 
by that name has passed into other hands than the Caldwell's; it 
having been inherited by some female member of the family whose 
descendants entirely dispensed with their patrimony. The old 
Castle was not a large affair, but is a picturesque ruin on the 
north shore of the lake. 


Mr. Alfred Caldwell, eldest son, and one of hi3 daughters, 
while in Europe visited Castle Caldwell in County Fermanagh, 

Province of Ulster, Ireland, the ancient seat of the Caldwells, 
and they describe the ruins as among the most picturesque and 
imposing that they visited while in the old world. 

Sir James Caldwell was created Baronet by king Uilliam. 

His grand-father came with Cromwell from Ayrshire, John, bom 

in 1753, the eldest son f of James Caldwell, remained with his 

father in i. ary land for sometime and later went to Wheeling with 

goods bo sell to the Indians. The Indians took a great fancy to him 

They put him in the creek and "washed all.the white blood out of 

him". He had ereat influence over then, uhi'ch he used to the 

adV “ rtOCC ° f the «-ir troubles with the hostile 

Indians, H e T(as prescnt ^ ^ ^ ^ 

ii.cic io a tradition of woman's bravery in this battle. 



The ponder was stored noross the road from the fort. A - iss 
Bog ga exclaimed to the commander that a woman's life v;as not 
worth much and offered'to go and brine a supply of this powder. 
Her persistence was such that the commander G ave her authority. 

The Indians thinking she was only a squaw, did not molest her. 

She filled her apron with powder and started back with it, when 
it darned upon the Indians what she was doing. They fired at 
her but she-miraculously escaped into the fort, safe with the 

powder. 

There is a tradition that it was a Hiss Zane who carried 
the powder, but John Caldwell, who was present said it was Kiss 

Boggs. 

John Caldwell was at one time with McCullough when they 
Here pursued by Indians. Vhen they arrived at "Dug Hill" he 
and some others were in advance; McCullough, who was behind 
and close pressed by the Indians, ran his horse down a steep 
precipice. The Indians looked on in astonishment. T/hen they 
saw that he and the horse- were not killed, they declared it was 
a spirit and stopped their pursuit. The place was afterwards 
called 'McCullough 1 s Leap. 

Colonel John Caldwell, after Braddock's defeat accompan¬ 
ied Colonel Hoses C. Chapline, Colonel Lbenezer Zane, Major John 
Good, Colonel Cresap and Colonel Lawrence^.Washington to Ohio to 
guard the frontier against the French and Indians. 

Jonn Caldwell was a man of great personal influence and 
character. He married Jane Boggs. 

Anne Caldwell was bom in 1753 and was said to be the 
handsomest woman in Maryland. Her first husband was a Ur. 


,,,-onin or Inland and her eeeom huoband was J ack Lee 
i:ary Caldwell was b om in 1 756 and married Au^st 31 , 
1775 Colonel looses CatonChapline, of beeline. She was the 
.her of General Hoses V. Chapline, aid-de-camp to General 


mo 


Cass of the war of iei2. t lie married Elizabeth, eldest dau C h- 
ter of Josiah *ox, constructor of the first American liavy, whose 
. 3;crical record has been Given to the Journal of American 


History. 

Sarah Caldv/ell was bom in 1758. She married Colonel Hughes. 
He owned the plantation called "The Mount" Havre-de-Grace, where 
he had iron works and made cannon during the war of 1812 , receiv¬ 
ing an order from the government for several. Before he had 
delivered the cannon the British spiked them all, which resulted 


in their entire loss. 

Prarmes Caldwell was bom in 1760. She married Judge 
McClure and lived at '.Vest Liberty, Virginia. 

Janet Caldwell was bom in 1762 and died young. 
Lovely Caldwell was bom in 1764 and married Colonel 
Hobert Woods. She was lovely, cn account o. -ie_ bea ty 

Elizabeth Caldwell was bo™ in 1765 and married a Kr. 


\7illiam3on. * * ^ 

* T-— John Ralph# 

Jane Caldv/ell was bom in 1767 an a nam 

Samuel Caldv/ell was bom in 176? .and - arr 

. v but no t much '/as 

whose name we did not get. He had a familyi 

known of him. - 

_ . 17V0 He became o nerchant 

James Caldv.ell was bom in 1/ - 

xwm YTheeling in 

lived at Ct. Clairsville, ten miles - 






,-:r. to Coil.a-ess from that district. He v;as said to b 5 

:sonest nan in the state. He was President ^ « r 

_ ent of the merchants 

.--W Mechanics Panic of Wheeling and at hie death left a lax G e 
estate. He married Wy Booker of St. Clairsville. His son 
Alfred Caldwell v;as a Graduate of Washington and Jefferson Col¬ 
lege, Pennsylvania and of the Harvard Law School. lie was an old 
time whig and v.*as seated by his party as Senator to the State 
Legislature of Virginia. -In I860, he became a Republican. 

The people of Richmond, the capital of Vircinia, threat¬ 
ened to nob him if lie, a Republican, csjne there and tool his 
seat in the Senate. He accepted their challenge, went to the 
capital, and made the first Republican s peech ever heard there. 

Lincoln appointed him Consul to Honolulu, Hawaiian Islands 

where he remained through Lincoln's and Johnson's administrations 

He also became Hay or of Wheeling. He married first, Hattie 

Baird, and their son was Alfred Caldwell, who was oom in 16C4 

and educated at Professor Harding's Academy in Wheeling# 

Liberty Academy in Ohio County Virginia, now West Virginia, at 

CahU;College near Honolulu and at Yale, taking the degree of 

Ph.B in 1867. He studied law in his father's ofiice, D nC 

admitted to the Wheeling bar in 1868. Alfred Caldwell went >dth 

his father to the Consulate in Honolulu in 1661. They returned 

to America in 1864. On his nay home he stopped in ****** 

Mexico during the struggle between the Bnperor Marini 11183 034 

the Mexican patriots. i n the fall of 1664 while on a vlSlt 

's arrry 


to his brother George, an officer in General Sheridan 
in the Shenandoah V«i ley of v irGinia , he was at the battle 


of 





- 12 - 


. Crock, tuid saw General Philip n sw-* 

P u. oherlftan make his cele- 

■v.-.-:cd ride from Winchester to the front tt 

~ ’ Ile "as clerk of the 

first branch of the county, of the city of T/heeling from 186 e- 
1 '; Stnte Senator of West Vir G inia in 1075-1877, bein E a 
member of the court of impeachment which removed the state 
treasurer in 1076, and Attorney General of West Virginia two 
terras, 1865-1393. This descendant of the Caldwell's resided 
at Wheeling and practiced law. He married Hiss Laura B. 

Goshorn in 1071. 

Susannah Caldwell was bom in 1772 and married a Dr. 


Hilliard. 

Alexander Caldwell was bom in 1774 and lived in Wheel¬ 
ing where he was a lawyer, and through Henry Clay’s influence 
was appointed United States Court Judge. He moved to Missou¬ 
ri in 1818 and practiced his profession there at St. Genevieve 
till 1820 when he returned to Wheeling. -t v. T as after his 
return that he was appointed Judge. He was called the "poor 
man's friend". He married Elisa Halstead of Bew Jersey and 
died in 1837. 

Joseph Caldwell nas born in 1777, the youngest or last child 
of James Caidv,ell. He nas a merchant in Wheeling until 1617. 

he then moved to hie farm Jus t out ot Reeling- " as RlS ° 

President of the Merchants and Mechanics*Hank from 1841 to I860; 
he married three times; firs t Hary Yameli of Virginia; 

Catherine R. Thompson; third, Anne E. Pugh. These fourteen 
children of a pioneer toerioan ^ ^ throueho ut the nation 
thousands of descendants. 


This reed'd is evidence of the power of heredity and 
is here recorded for its intrinsic historical values. 


Y/ILLIAII HAIIPTOK CALDY/ELL, M.D. 
of Lewisburg, Yfest Virginia. 

Y/illiam Hampton Caldwell was bom in Lewisburg, Green¬ 
brier County, Tirr.t Virginia, Itey 10, 1658, a son of Dewitt 
Clinton Bolivar Caldwell, and Sarah Jane Caldwell, and a 
cr Mid-son of Joseph franklin and Ann (Tyler) Caldwell. 

Dr. Joseph F. Caldv.-ell, his crandfapher, came to 
Greenbrier County in 1820 and in Lewisburg established the first 
newspaper published west of the Blue Ridge in the same year— 

The Palladium of Virginia. h e also established the f±rst 
stage lines through the state, from Lewisburg to I’ewbem, i.orth 
Carolina and Guyandotte^cferleston, This was in 1837 or 
1858. The nails prior to that date having been carried by a 
nan on horseback. 

Yiillian Caldwell was a member of the YTest Virginia Leg¬ 
islature in 1C67 and introduced a bill relative to the incorpo¬ 
ration of Lewisburg. He was I-Iayor of Lewisburg, Preside 
Board of 'Registration and always a citizen prominent in 
interest of the town, county and state. 


+• 0 ' 


4 


Dr! H. Clay Caldwell, son of J. *. Caldwell. was 
assistant sur C oon injhe Navy for several years, being pro- 
noted to full surgeon a year or two previous to his death 
which occurred while hone on leave of absence, at uhe residenc 
of his father, in Lewisburg, December 1, 1859, 1" the 28th 
year of his are. He was a young nan of brilliant promise; 


of superior mind and an honor to his profession. 

The father of William K. was also a physician, was justice 
of the peace, Clerk of the county court of C-reenbrier County 
and also United States examining Surgeon for West Virginia. 


william H. Caldwell, in addition to his professional duties 


held the seal of notary in and for Greenbrier County for two 
years. His residence is in Lev/isburg District and he owns 
the "Stone House" at "River Dale" on the Greenbrier river—one 
of the finest houses built in the county, erected and owned 


by Benjamin Grigsby a Presbyterian Minister and pioneer of 
the county. 



\ 

. t 




. » ZZ “ <** °”” W> 

l» .„. 0»«a**« •” rfce ' oocmaes , Adjutant antral 

:: rr ^ 

Veterans. v-i-rrinia, he entered 

T . t; 0 1843 in Bath County, Virginia, 

Bom June 30, J-C4P, ^ of 

h a. An-il 17th, 1861 vUtli Cadet Corps oi 
the Confederate service April Regiiae nt, 

Virginia Military Institute, hieuten^t Ccnpany - ^ 
Virginia Cavalry. He served until close of the war. 

Uoffet ?oa G e Canp U.C.T. 949 ::arlinton, Vest Virginia, 
residence was linwood, Jest Virginia, where he died in 1910. 

Let us renen'oer that the Confedeate soldier fought with 
honor, surrendered with honor, and abided the issues vdth honor. 
After the war he cane back into the Union eo.ual vdth Union men. 
He is as loyal to the flag as Union men. ?he field of history 
is as broad as human life. Let us glean all the true gems of 
Southern history and place them where the world can see the Hi 

before it is too late and the romance, loyalty and great of the 
old South be burned in oblivion. 

Colonel Gatewood married LIary Warwick, daughter of J u d, 
James Warwick of Warm Springs, Virginia. Tor sometime they 
lived in the brick mansion at fountain Grove, noted for its 
Colonial history and hospitality. £ftey moved to their large 
land holdings of the Gatewood*s in Pocahontas County. hary 
Warwick Gatewood me so lovely both in person and character 
that she became a favorite in her new home. 

Their daughter I'aaie becar 


.re 


:e the wife of Dr. Trillion 2. 



-.ns «. : , »—• llVe ^ 

colonial Son. «a» * ** 

-v..- Gatewood .third non, harried Goldie Yea e er and lived In 


Virginia until her death not long alter their narriafse. Andrew 
Gatewood, roundest sonJT, narrled Brownie Yeager, sister of 
Goldie and daughters of the late Honorable Brora IU Yeager. 

They have made their hone at Pulaski, Virginia,for many years; 
Hr. Gatewood being a first class mining-engineer. 


I.Irs. Jane Gatewood*s daughter Hary Jane became Mrs. Kennedy, 
a merchant who lived in I'emphis, Tennessee, where she died of 
yellow fever. The other daughter became the wife of Ur. Patton 
of Rockbridge. Her daughters U r s. Crockett and Mrs. Kent were 
highly esteemed ladies of Y/itheville and vicinity. Upon her 
second marriage ilrs. Prances Patton became the wife of General 
Darman, of Lexington, Virginia. 



hor Descendants. 

v^ioK W®— “ a Mr 

Urs. *- ar 5 



" »*« 0arri ' a “ 

1,115 ' Mr. copied - <01 to " t ” aa 

S ’ TO ’“ ™re HaooP »«*«*. • 

at Bonmore- tter CUJ - 


Bs rtf . « a aa^tar o f Hev. *» HaOaa o f ^ 

r:„a 1 ® — aa — ~ - — “ - 


Greenbrier and Konroe Counties. 

me „ * e r« wo aaush^ara, KU»beOi - BOT- alaaaSath 

^Ud Captain JUi* H»U of KaBonell, HMO»» Connty, Vitsina., 

„ho w a pronin.nt n.rohant ana popular aitiaen. He led a eon- 

pany of two hundred citizens into Grafton, "est Virginia in W. 

1861 . He died in the service of the State of Virginia. 

ISary married Joseph KcClung of C-reenbrier county, near 
Williamsburg. Mrs. Mewman teamster of Blue Sulphur District 
is her daughter. Mrs. Brownlee of Birmingham, Alabama, is 
another daughter. 

Andrew G. Mathews married Mary W. See and lived several 
years at Dunmore, Pocahontas County, then moved to Pulaski 
County, Ya. He was a ruling elder in his Church, and well known 
throughout the • irginia Synod. His daughter Martha married 
Urian Kevener, near Green Bank. Mrs. James Renick of Green¬ 

brier County is one of his daughters. 

Mrs. Ellen Snyder of Salem, Misses Eliza and Rachel Mathews 
at the old homestead are also daughters. 


Charles Mathews of 





Sumners Couni* is his son. U«. ^uei B. Hannah of near 
Green Dank v/as a grand-daughter of Andrew G. Mathews. 

Sampson L. Ha'thews, the third sonf of kai* Warwick 
Uathews, married Nancy Edgar of Greenbrier County. The town 
of Eonceverte now occupies the Edgar homestead. H e was the 
first surveyor of Pocahontas County and a member of the Court 
for years. His only child Eary became Lars. William II. McClintic. 
Her five sons v:ere educated at Roanoke College. 


Hunter v/as a prosperous citizen of Pocahontas. He met 
his death April, 1901, by a falling tree. 

V/ithron v/as a popular citizen of Pocahontas. George? Is 

a lawyer of Charleston. -—4- - . r_.Ii., uf ' bin. [juir tr li ' 

“iLbrie*. Edward resides in the State of Washington, at 
Seattle. He visited Alaska in 1897 in search of gold. 

Lockhart v/as Prosecuting Attorney several times and rep¬ 
resented Pocahontas County m the Legislature. Elizabeth mar¬ 
ried a Hr. killer of Rockingham County, Virginia, went to 
Lissouri and died young. Jane married Captain George Woods of 
Albermarie County. Her home mas near Ivy Depot. She was the 
mother of six sons and two daughters. 
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... -.■ir.-i-ls, H u lilitapy hospital ip 1662. Hi. 

R,V. Charles C. S. B. S... a Ball W™ »l»is«r, «.= 

tdtt him and had hla body carried to Mato bprtos Cemetery 
1„ Aurusta County . In peraonal appearance, he la aald to nave 
home a «W uten.es to hla stand-father and Inherited his 
patriotic spirit alone with his name. 


mhe third son, Charles Cameron, was among the most pop¬ 
ular ana widely Known citizens of his native county and a 
zealous Christian gentleman. His wife was a daughter of 
Dr. Bosworth, an eminent physician of Eeverly, 'Vest Virginia. 

Peter 3ee nas an influential citizen of Augusta County, 
and a ruling elder in the old Stone Church, is his son. Peter 
See's wife l.ary, was a daughter of Ilrs. Dliza Ganble, one of 
I'argaret vrarwick^ee's daughters, whose husband, Dr. Robert 
Garble was a noted physician, a ruling elder in the Augusta 
Church • 


Dolly see married Hon. John Hutton of Huttonsville, 

Vest Virginia. H e was a member of the Randolph Cour-t and a 
member of the West Virginia Legislature. 

Cliristine See married Washington Wart and lived on the 
old see homestead, cast of Huttonsville. Her sons Jacob, 

Heniel and .dam were all in the Confederate service. A11 three 

:? fanili6S ^ ^ See became Krs. G . 

I Athens, near r.everly. Karcaret "»» 

1n . . C 6t ° ee narric d Honorable Wash- 

ington long, one of the wealthiest and most influential oiti 
-s of Randolph County. H nnnah See becaBe ^ ^ 

near loverly. * -- en -b -Iarper 


Rachel Cameron See was the wife of Honorable Paul 
lloKeel of Focahontas_County. He was for years a member of the 
Court, Sheriff of the County, and was a member of the Virginia 
Convention that passed the ordinance of secession. 

Their eldest son George resided near Hillsboro. He was 
a Confederate soldier. Andrew Gatewood I'cIIeel raised a Com¬ 
pany for the Confederate service. He died several years ago. 

John Adam was a soldier, studied law, and died in Lexing¬ 
ton more than twenty years ago. 

Elisa, the eldest of the daughters, became the wife of 
Reverend Daniel A. Penick, a Presbyterian Minister in Roch- 
bridge County. The other daughters were IJrs. Edgar Beard 
of Hill Point and Hrs. A. II. Edgar of Hillsboro, West Virginia. 


Andrew Warwick and I!is Family. 


Major Jacob Warwipk had another son Charles Cameron, but 
he died while at school in Essex County, Virginia, aged fourteen. 
Andrew was the only son that lived to be grown and to perpetuate 
his father*s name. He was twice married. His first wife was a 
hiss Wood of he Is on County; the second wife was a LIxss Lickenson 
of killboro Springs, Bath County, Virginia. Andrew Warwick 1 s 
eldest son, ^ames Woods, resided on Jackson*s River on a section 


of the old homestead. He served a term as Judge of the Coiirts 
of Bath and Highland Counties. He received the appointment from 
the Virginia Legislature. H e had never been a lawyer by pro¬ 
fession, but such was his clear perception and common sense of 
t;ie right thing to be done that he net the duties of his station 
vdth narked ability and very acceptably to the people. He had 
three sons; John Andrew was a Lieutenant in the Confederate 
service; received several wounds, from one of which he suffered 
many years. For several years he was in the west, leading the 
life of a frontiersman. Ke died in 18S8. 

to '.'foods »>» a soldier, a teaohar , Comrty 
tendent of Schools in Pocahontas County. 

Charles <too„, latad, deceaaed, ,vas . cadet of the 
Virginia Military Institute a. 

... • and at one time a civil engineer in 

the )..ej;ican Railway service. 

Judge Warwick's daurhte-r r,_ 

. p , r daughter Lazy was the wife of Colonel 

A. C. l. Gatewood, as has been stated. 

Lillie married Janes A ft-,- 

Eli-a V r>s th * ’ ° f Roc]:brid 6e Alxm Springs. 

11 “ a uas the wife of J. v? , 

• Stephenson of Ram Springs, a 



rs. .:cil - a yeager 


'rux 

Tf.nnn Y7AHKIC3:—*lie Koted 


:?r-<C 


T\ 


\J pcA/nm U*.i- 


v far*- HU>^ C 

JACCB TTAKV.IC;:-th= Notod Pioneer 

and Brave soldier 


(Second 


itallnont of Vfarniok History) 


Mrs. Janes tfarwioi: C-ate 


wood and her Descendants 




She was the second daughter of Major Hamids and became 
the second wife of Wiliam Gatewood of Essex County, a near 
relative of President Tyler. Their hone was at fountain Grove, 
Bath County. Their sons were Warwick and Samuel 'Vance, and 
their daughters were I .ary Jane and “ranees. 

Warwick Gatewood married liar gar et Peale of Botetourt County, 
Virginia, a relative of President I Edison. Their daughter Eliza 
became the wife of Judge Janes Y7. Warwick near Warm Springs, 
and Catherine became the wife of Cacscrco Bias, once proprietor 
of the Red Sweet Springs. One of their sons, Janes YV. Bias 
was a very promising candidate for the Presbyterian Ministry, 
and died in ITorth C rolina, where he was spending a vacation 
in charge of a Church. Her daughter, Kate Bias, was a Mis¬ 
sionary in Brazil. 

Colonel Sanucl V. Gatenood married Eugenia Kassie, near 
Allegheny Palls, Virginia. He succeeded to the old fountain 
Grove homestead and built the fine brick mansion there. His 
daughter Susan became the rtf, of tfillia. Taliaferro of Hook- 

bridge County. Hnxy Pleasants, his second daughter, married 
Samuel Goode of Hot Springs, Virginia. 

Y'illiar. ^ir.s Gatewood cne c\* *-v 0 _ 

' °- ” he sons - c prominent bus¬ 

es nan of Loudon County, died there. Colonel ACL 

C, another son, resided at Big Spring, Locals ^ty, 







a lawyer and attorney for Comaonwealth Bath County. 

Another daughter was \\*s. lira. Jacob McClintlc of near 

3Ict Uprinj-s. 

Andrew Warwick's second son, Jacob, carried Ellen :-assie 
of Virginia (caster part) and cost of his life r/as spent there. 
He v.*as an e:rcensive planter, and much esteemed for his elevated 


character. 

John Warwick, the third son of Andrew resided in Poca¬ 
hontas County. As a member of the Court, School Commissioner, 
Assessor of lands and in other positions of trust, he was 
prominent as a citisen and influential. His first wife was 
iiannah Iloffftt, the only daughter of Andrew Gatewood, of whom 
spccial^is yet to be made. His second marriage was with 
Caroline Craig, youngest daughter of George E. Craig, Lerohant at 
Huntersville, Elder in his Church and a C'nristian Gentleman. 


-iss _inma Warwick, Ilrs. Ernest I'oore and Lhrs. Dr. Lockridg'e 
were their daughters. Their sons, John Warwick, merchant at 
Hinton, died in 1696, and George Warwick died at Lexington, 
while a student at Washington and Lee College. 


ilisabeth Warwick Woods. This nenber of Jacob Y.’arwiok's 

fanily named Colonel William Woods near Charlottesville 

Virginia. There were no children. He and his wife were 
and benevolent. A 

Great many persons remember them for their 
kincmess and hospitality. . ' 






Tear cr 



f About the year ie2 7 Hebert Beale of Botetourt County, 

.ircmia, settled on Elh a half nile southeast of the place 
„b ere hary C-ibson Chapel now stands. A bed of tansy near 


the roadside narks the spot vdiore “ 
The house "as built of hevm 


:h^ house stood • 
timbers and plank floors 


sawed with the whip saw by hand and was considered an ex¬ 


cellent building at that tine. 

His wife was --ary Vance Foage, daughter of ilajor 
William Pcague and Fancy Warwick Poague, whose hone was at 
Ilarlin 1 s Bottom. She was a lady of most excellent qualities 
of mind and heart. These worthy young people soon built up 
an attractive home in the forest, and they seemed full-, con¬ 
tented with their surroundings. 

The neighborhood was called "The Cld Field Pork of Elk" . 

Hr. “eale was very energetic and industrious and while 
he ovffied servants,‘^he worked with his own hands as laboriously 
as the humblest. 


It was believed he contracted his fatal illness at a 
log rolling. 

The ‘dabbath days were mostly spent in Prayer Meetings 
and Sabbath School, services with the fahilti.es of David Gibson 
David Hannah ana Joseph Hannah, the near neighbors and for the 
most part held in his own dwelling. Ministers of the C-ospel 
nade his hone their place of preaching. Dr. I'-cElhennev, 

P.everends ”err, William Cambell, pioneers of Presb^tenanism 









10 „ o«ic«.a at ma a»a pt.a.aat, 

in his region, 0i ' 
profitable neotiA^s "ere the ^ fine looking. 

- — 

a= .»»»» "«« picas «aa •»* •» ^ 

Se M =»««!. fce »is» Save had all 

rrr:-— 

^SZTJTlL such as he desired nas to have 
anpie pastures mth *«*. of sheep and herds of cattle 
Z~. - -e removed from the er_ - - 

pleasant texms v.lth hind end honest neighbors. Hxs aims 
were rapidly materializing in the picturesque region, famed 
for its blue grass, fertile, heavily timbered mountains, 
mire streams, cool crystal, springs and quiet sheltered dales 


His was the sagacity to perceive that for all the 
elements of true happy prosperity 




place could excel Elk as it then was. Therefore it was 
a real mysterious providence that a person so much needed 
in our county and in such a sense, the right man in the 
plr.ee alter his own heart, with success oust in reach, 

should be stricken with disease, slowly pine away and die. 

• i. 

His death occurred in 1833. On an eminence overlook¬ 


ing his home, where he frequently 









s. ?. Voaycr fypfcv ^ g? - j^| 

""PT^ 

1JSS Lsms& - ™ ^pSip ,jpp«? 

' „ «™ « a««s« °°“ t ' 

The father of Joco - Gonial times, between 

from vailiansburG, Virginia. dur11 ^ ^ ^ service c f the 
1740 and 1750. He -s a lieutenan ^ locating land 

British Crown, and vras emplc, ca luded territory 

grants in Pocahontas Counby, which county mclu 

of which States have since been formed. 

sonant Harwich located and occupied the — 

property for his own use. He married Elizabeth 
IliddlebrooJ:. He was one of the English gentry v^ose ^ 
settled in Virginia in consec.uence of political reverses m 
England and vhose history is so graphically given in Thachcr- 

ay's Virginians . 

After operating extensively in lands ana securing the 
Dunmore property in his own name, lieutenant Warwick concluded 
to visit England, “e never returned and being heard of no 
more, LIrs. Ttarwick settled on the Dunnore property, had it 
secured by deed to Jacob ana afterward married Liobert Sitlington 
but remained at Dunraore a number of years after her second 
marriage. 

Jacob Warwick seemed to have remembered but little of 
his own father, and always cherished the Highest filial regard 
for I£r. Sitlington. 'Then Jacob attained his majority, Hr. 
Sitlin£t° r * noved to his own property near old Ilillboro, the 
estate now occupied by hrs. Dickenson, daughter of the Into 
Andrew Sitlinrton. 




c+ of one thousand dollars 

. ^ a bequest or on 

“ tUaC " n . interest Of which was to be 

to Windy cove Chu-rch, the annx - p<)r a lonc time it 

of that congreguti° n * 

poia w ~ TZ ,1...-«—° r ^ 

. ! “" n ? „ finally lost through financial failure. 

Porter it was finally 10 1on of 

Upon reaching legal age and coning mto po - 
estate, Jacob Warwick was married and settled 
; en it was decided that lieutenant Warwick was dead, the 
grand-father of David Bell of Bishersville, Virginia, was 
appointed guardian of Jacob Warwick. Will- -A *-»- 
were the sons of this guardian and Janes Bell was the father 
of willian A. Bell and David Bell, well known citizens of 
Augusta County. 

Dunmore was Ur. Warwick's first hone after his marriage. 
His wife was Hiss Vance, daughter of Colonel John Vance of 
ITorth Carolina. He died on Hack Creek at 1'ountain Grove, 
Virginia. Colonel Vance's family moved to Vanceburg, Ken¬ 
tucky, except Samuel Vance, Ers. Warwick and I'rs. Hamilton. 

The last named was the mother of Rachel Terrel of the YTarm 
Springs and of John Hamilton of Bath County. Governor Vance 
of Ohio and Senator Seb Vance of 3’orth Carolina are of the 
same family connection. The Vance's were originally from 
Cpefcquon, near Winchester, Virginia. 

In business trips to Richmond to sell horses or cattle, 

Ilr. Warwick formed the acquaintance of Daniel Warwick, a 

commission merchant, who attended to business for lir. Warwick 

and thus became interested and vi** able to trace a common 
ancestry. 


»——' ** ■ rr. -- - 

• r ‘ He owned iar^ 

Hi* children «•« of horses. His P° s " 

1S c,ds and had b-as^catt ^ ^ from Alexander Hall 
sessions on kelson ^ ^ froin th e Byrd place to 

* ^ Ld sent out one Hundred Head of 

warwietton- --- n Ms i ie rd vfas taKen 

—- *■ rrrrr^ru._— 

lands Here rented from the Levases. 

accounts fron ICentucky Here so flattering that to. 

Y/arniok decided to settle there. H e set out for the purpose 
of locating a new hone, in a new place. The persons in advance 
of the party with whom he was going were hilled by Indians 
near Sewell fountain; when Hr. Warwick and those with him cane 
ut> and saw their slain friends all returned hone. -rs. Warwick 
became so unwilling to leave her Pocahontas home, that her 
husband concluded to exchange his Kentucky possessions with 
one Alexander Dunlap for a portion of the Clover Lick land3. 

The Dunlap patent called for four hundred acres of land; the 
actual survey made six hundred. 

There was a suit about this possession between Lewis 
and Dunlap. When natters became satisfactorily settled, Mr. 
Warwick moved to Clover Lick ana lived in a row of cabins. 

After a few years he and Mrs. Warwick thought it might be 
better for their children to live on the Jackson River estate 
,bc:, move* to Both ana renamed there until the marriage of 



t0 Clover lioK* the 

•their son — ^ ^ a .essence and -range- 

r— - - *** 

«*• »»« *°. Mi t „ lal . H. b. Ea » ««* “ '"• 
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Ur. Warwick return the logS changed. 1—• 

pleased **^£^ 11 * - ^ *« "« ^ 

rr,: r.i 

- -—-— „ 

* ,0, ° f th - x 3; le 

K ™., th. bbaxd.„ «>«.««> nio, «»« «» . ro* pH- 

w found ™ n«»in3. ®» ^ ° f *” 

ordered «* st™= t. be replened and bodd b„«» bo nob »ol.sb 

anything that looked like a burial place. C-reenhrier hen 

often spoke of the opening of a grave in front of the Chapel; 

and from the superior quality of the articles found with the 

renains all were of the opinion it was the tomb of a Chief. 

;:r. Warwick directed it to be carefully closed, and the relics 

were not molested. 

One of the main objects in having "the pew home so spacious 

i 

v/a3 "that it night be used for preaching services and there was 
preaching at the Warwick's new home more frequently than any- 
where else in this region during a number 
The main route for emigration 


of years. 




hv CloveMi cl: 

and other points north and ^ f±fty W ould he 

- ^ ^nade clover UC one of the .oat 

entertained over nigh , country. The ap- 

public and vd.dely hnovm place. along 

—~ *■ ":*:r:; e —« 

high points and crests of ridges, 

—— - — —- “ ” l5l ” a ” out tl> . 
01 „«x Lick, S ol« -t. •«« ■»-* th " Gr "" irler 
Dmlt b of Clover Lick avoided Wei Id-, kept alons Pb. high 

point leading down to the river, and passed close by the 

IJcCutcheon residence. lire. Warwick had the first road cut 

out up Lavirel Rim in order to bring the lumber in for the new 

house from WoolleH 1 s in the pine woods, now Green 3ank vicinity 

She gave the enterprise her personal attention. 

Quite a number of interesting incidents are given by 

tradition illustrating • the character of Urs. Warwick. While 

renting Clover Licl: her husband and others were making hay. 

A shower came up very suddenly and dampened their guns and 

horse pistols. Late in the afternoon the men fired them off, 

so as to load then with fresh charges. Some one hearing the 

report of fire arms, in quick succession brought word to Mrs. 

Y/arvdok at Dunmore, that the Indians were fighting the men 

at the Lick. She at once mounted a large black stallion, put 

a colored boy on behind her and went at 

cum went at .cull speed; swam the 

-v-ii.n river in her effort to see what happened. She colored 

hoy was old -Ben.., ,no died at Clover Lick and is remembered 
by many of the older citizens. 
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from one of their raids to the east, x pillage and 

bum. A scout fro. Millboro ««’* Ur. Vaxwi ^ 

nents. TTitb about twenty others he '..aited or 
on the crest of the mountains south of Clover Ho*. f 

,as effective and every nan lulled or mounded his victim. 

Indiana in their sunrise hastily retreated, and were pursued 
as far as Elk Water in Randolph County. Upon hearing of the 
result, Urs. Warwick at once followed her husband and friends, 
attended by servants carrying provisions for them. 

She net then at the Big Spring on their return and the 
weary hungry par'uy were greatly refreshed by her thoughtful 
preparation. 

She was very pious and was a nenber of the T. r indy Cove 
Presbyterian Church. She never felt herself more honored than 
when Ministers would visit her home and preach. The visiting 
Minister would receive a new horse, or something else as val¬ 
uable, as a token of appreciation. She was rigid in her 
domestic discipline. Her brother once made this remark: "L-Iary, 
I used to thin]: you were too strict with your family, and you 
have been blamed for it. I see you are right. You have not a 
child, but would toeel the dust to obey you. I let my chil¬ 

dren have more liberties, and they do not care nelr so much 
for no." 

The Reverend Aretas Loomis came from Beverly for a time 
every four weeks, and preached at the ^ residence. ^ 


often 


Warwick v;as 


jhe was 


highly emotional and the serVi ° eS 

As to her personal appearance : 
appeared very happy. - ^ tinf . ed vd th auburn, 

tall, slender and blue eyes, u- ^ ^ distincuish ed for 

lithe and agile in her carriage. ohar acter, 

symmetry of person, beauty of feature and force 
all of vhioh she retained even to an advanced age. 

She was benevolent and her bind deeds were done upon 
the principle of not telling the left hand what the right was 
doing. Persons in her employ would always be over paid. 

Polly Brown, whose lot it was to support her blind mother, 
received two bushels of com every two weeks and no one knew 
where the supply cane from at the tine. 

Charley Collins, who was a renowned athlete and whose 
none was given to one of the neadows of Clover Lie]:, did a 
Great deal of clearing. It was reported that he was but poorly- 
paid, but before Irs. Warwick was done with him, his family was 
doubly paid by the substantial gifts dispensed vdth her open 
hands. 

It Ahould be remembered also, that IJrs. Warwick, in 
her old age, gathered the first Sunday School ever taught in 
Pocahontas County. In the summer her servants would lift her 
on her horse and she would then ride about four mil es to a 
sol,..! ho.se near .her, the lah ^ ^ ^ ^ 

“ — " ““ "“»■ - - P^r, no s ln ^. 

I B "“ " OU1 - ^ ““ «"*■ - ~a* read 

.’ talk a * r0Bt deal > give good advice " he s , , 

- 6 -uld read their Bibles with hcr „ Ce *^3ohol- 

_• The exercises would 


close at two in the afternoon. After this con ^ U ° quire 

- - . ** — — - * " - , ugtora to 

assistance to arise ^ mount her horse. » 

C o to William .harps an, dine and rest av*ile. then G o 
later In the da y. 

The school was mainly made up of Josiah Brown's family, 
John Sharp's, William Shad's and Jeremiah Ariel's. ±he 
lamented Methodist Preacher, Rev. James 3. IJoore, once be¬ 
longed to her Sunday School and received from her his earliest 


religious instructionc* 

By common consent, it is agreed that he did more for his 
Church, than any two Ministers who have ever preached in this 
region. Hot a great while before her death, Mrs. Warwick, 
during one of Lir. Loomis* Ministerial visits, ^2fie received the 
Ccixmnion; upon rcoeiving the element g her emotion3 became 


so great that.her husband and children fearing results, carried 
her to her own room. For four weeks she was helpless from 
nervous prostration. All her children from Bath ana Pocahontas 
were sent for. She died at the ripe age of eighty years, in 
1823 at Clover lick and was buried there. There were no 


services of any kina in connection with her burial. 

The most memorable event of Mr. Warwick's life was his 
being in the expedition to Point Pleasant under General Andrew 
,ewis The march from newisburg to Point Pleasant-one hundred 

It“ eS '"° 0k ~ probable 

This conf 1 ' T C0=II,any COrm£mded b >- C ^Ptain Mathews. 

- — rr; n r - the ——- 

' 0Uait ° n :: ° nday October 10 ,l 774 . 


Major Warwick* s sons and daur,hter3 were all bora at 
Bunnore, Pocahontas County. The eldest daughter Rachel, 
renembei*ed when the settlers would fly to the fort near her 
home, when she was a little girl. The fort was near the spot 
now occupied by the Pritchard Kill. She became the wife of 
Major Charles Cameron, a descendant of the Camerons so noted 
in the history of the Scottish Covenanters. He was in the 
battle of Point Pheasant and was there called upon to mourn 
the death of his three brothers, slain in the conflict. In 
person, he was of medium stature,* tidy in his dress, wore short 
clothes, very dignified in his manner and was never known to 
smile after the heart-rending scenes he witnessed at Point 


Pleasant. He was an officer in the Revolution and served as 
clerk of both courts of Bath County many years. Mrs. Cameron 
drew a pension of nine hundred dollars in 1858. 


i.cia uu uaci'-sun's river, 


Major Cameron's residence 
the crossing of the Huntersville and VTarm Springs pike. The 
two story spring house yet remains in a good state of preser¬ 
vation, the upper part of which he used for his office where 
he long and faithfully kept the legal records entrusted to his 
care, more than one hundred years ago. 

One son, Colonel Andrew Cameron, survived him; he became 

a wealthy and popular citizen and represented 3ath county in 
the Virginia Legislature. He 

r + , ren ° Ved a --‘ Ce «vard to Rockbridge 

County and resided on an estate , . 

educational and social advantages for ^ ^ ^ S6CUre 

and daughters. ^ large fanil y sons 



. 4* the town of Lexin^o»- 

He met his death in a sad way m 

^ ^ his sons, 

Virginia, where he had gone to hear something ^ ^ 

John and Charles in the army. One of the pas sene 

- + in the act of 

nail coach was a soldier with a nusK . 

, „ j "the contents 

leaving the coach this weapon was disenarg > -^ost 

inflicting a would from which La a or Cameron e x . 


instantly. 

Dr. John H. Cameron, a popular physician of Deerfield, 
Virginia, was his eldest son. Krs. Thomas .White , Hra. D- ™ llte 
and ISrs. Judge Leigh of Lexington, Virginia, and the late Mrs. 

A. V/. Hermon were his daughters* 
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Andrew idmfSton Esq. of Scotch Irish ancestry, lete of 
the lower Levels is the subject of this biographic nenoir. The 
innediate ancestry of the Edniston relationship is traceable to 
Hat the w Bamicton, who cane to Augustn County, Virginia* from 
Chester County, Pennsylvania, among the earliest settlers Oj. 
Augusta County, about 1740 or very soon after. 

James Edniston, a son or Hatthew the ancestor was one 



of six children and was bom in Augusta County, October 7, 1746 
and died October 7, 1617. Janes Edmiston 1 s wife was Jane Smith 
from Ireland, who was bom October 17, 1746 and died Hay 20th, 1837 
aged 91 years. Andrew Edmiston, son of Janes, was bom July 
22nd, 1777. Soon after his marriage with L^ry Gilliland January 
6th 1807, Mr. Edmiston settled near Locust, on lands at one tine 
owned by George Callison. 


In reference to llrs. !^ry (Polly) Edmiston, 


- —* -iex De 

noticed here that she was a daughter of the first Krs. Janes 

Gilliland (Lydia Armstrong) bon, October l 7 th, 1755 and died 

July 2 3 rd, 1017. Mrs. roily Edniston was bom July 4 th, 1 790 

and vraa a bride at 17 years of a 6 e. Her death occumed January 

, 1077, surviving her husband thirteen years. Jan.es Gllllland 

,r ether wa, tom in Augusta County,, Virginia, March 16th. 

74S and dred February 14th, 1S44 near.^ling Springs 
Greenbrier County, a r e d q=; ‘ ^ > 

- «■> " te - 
-— fc . 






Ana _ Piston., step-father as/^Uer-in-law, a relation¬ 
ship sc unique as - challenge a parallel In the history of 

Pocahontas marriage -relationships. 

This James Gilliland's father was named Kathan Gilli- 

land| about whom we have no particulars. By the first marriage 
there were si, sons; Hohert, James, I.'athan, William,Samuel and 
George, and six daughters; Jane, Sarah, Elizabeth, Haney, Lydia 
and Mary (Polly), the last named the wife of Andrew Edmiston. 

Yihat lends interest to what has dust been said about James Gilli¬ 
land's first family is the fact that there are cogent reasons for 
believing that Honorable Mark Ilanna of Ohio is a descendant of 
one of the above named sisters. 

It is also interesting to mention that Andrew Edmiston 
was a lineal descendant of Sir David Edmiston, cup-bearer to 
James 1st of Scotland; also of Sir James Edmiston, standard- 
bearer of the royal colors in the battle of Sheriffmuir (1715). 

In the Revolutionary Y/ar Mr. Edmiston^ ancestors v/ere distin¬ 
guished and notably at the* battle of King*s Mountain. Several, 
of his grandsons v/ere good Confederate soldiers in the late war 
between the States. 


I.h:. and Mrs. Edmiston were the parents of five sons and 
five daughters. Lydia, Elizabeth, Jane, Martha, Mary, James, 
George, Mathew, Andrew Jackson and William. 

Lydia Edmiston was married to Richard McNael, grand-son 
of John Mclieel, one of the original settlers of Little Levels 
and lived near Mill Point. 

Elizabeth Edmiston became Mrs . 


James Gilliland of James 




County, Missouri, in Jmesport, a 
Senior and settled in • - Qn his faxm and hence was 

tom of 1200 population '•«= 0 

called Jame sport. Jordan, mentioned elsewhere 

jane Edmiston become ixa. adt 

. So for as taiovm to the writer she lived in 

as having cone west • 

william Henicic. 

Kansas with her dauch e , -- • 

Martha Edmiston married Eianldin Jordan and settled in 

Missouri, where she died leaving no surviving children. 

Mary Edmiston was an invalid all her life and never 

married. She went with her brother George Edmiston to Missouri. 

Mathew Edmiston married Minerva Bland in Weston and settled there, 

Eis name appears in the history' of our state as one of the most 

distinguished or our native born citizens. In Lewie History and 


government of Y/est Virginia mention is made of this distinguished 
man as follows: "Judge Edmiston was bom September 9, 1814 at 
Little Levels, Pocahontas County, where after receiving a common 
school education he was admitted to the bar in 1835. Pour years 
after he removed to Lewis County, which later he represented in 
both branches of the General Assembly of Virginia. In 1852, he 
was chosen a Judge of the Circuit Court, in which position he 
conoinued until 1860. He was elected to a seat in the C 0 nsti- 
tutional Convention of 1872 but because of ill health he did 
qualify. He was appointed a Judge of the Supreme Court of 
Appeals in 1686, but one year before hi? teeath. 

Judge Edniston died June 29th, 1887 at his home in 
Weston, lewis County." 

Judge Matthew Edmiston 


reared a large family. Of his 


a lavjyer; 


each dis- 


pntl one a x«»*j» 
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tinguishins himself, fulfilled the destiny of 

(Tie b ,r °^ e uiitJj 

hm! sucons of life »«! 

th9lI o„.er - „„ the bisection of 
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„ UU, *11 W « 0, Sid, " nis **= ’>«“ ‘ 1116 ° f *"“* ^ 
cce and usetuluccc’ Possoaaios in a «*»* degr.o those otoxdy 

elements end attributes of manhood *ich have aluapa character¬ 
ised the Edmiston family, he baa hrousht added luster to the name. 
Electing to follow in the footsteps of his eminent father, he has 
graced and dignified the high calling of the law. Prominent in 
politics and state-craft he steadily advanced in the esteem of 
the public until he erected for himself a monument of honor and 
influence that will testify in all future time to his worth ana 
greatness. The name of Andrew Edmiston of Weston is conspic¬ 
uously identified with the political history of West Virginia. 
Janes Edmiston narried Mary Hill, daughter of Thomas 


Hill. He lived a number of years near hill Point on the farm 
now owned by Thomas Heard, sonf of Edgar Beard. Mr. Edmiston 
was a I,e! - Uer °f the Pocahontas Court and for years was prominent 
m county affarrs. Late in life he went west. The late Mrs. 
Minerva Beard of lewisburg was his daughter. 

George Edmiston married Mrs. Haney Callison, relict of 
Isaac Callison md a daughter of John Jordan and lived many 
years at the homestead. H e was a busy enterprising man and 





ms engngod in many business enterprises with the late Colonel 
ra*.a KcNeel . He finally moved to Missouri. 

Andrew Jaokson Edmiston married Rebecca Edmiston a daugh¬ 


ter of James Edmiston, son* of Y/illiam Edmiston, brother of Andrew 
Edmiston. After the decease of her husband, Mrs. Edmiston became 
the wife of Jackson Jones of Nicholas County. 

William Edmiston, the youngest of Andrew Edmiston*s sons 
spent some time with Judge Edmiston at Weston where he attended 
school. He then went several terns to Rev. Dunlap, Principal of 
Little Levels Academy at Hillsboro; when he attained his majority 
he started to Missouri with Anthony Jordan. Y/hile on a steamer 
in Missouri waters he was seized with cholera and died oijthe boat. 
The towns were quarantined in a vezy rigid manner and all landing 
was prohibited. Hence the crew v.-ere compelled to bury their pas¬ 
sengers at a lonely iminhabited spot, not very remote from St. 
Charles, Missouri. His friend Jordan went to assist in the 
burial, but would not return to the boat and finished his journey 
to Davies County on foot, after successfully eluding the quaran¬ 
tine guards by keeping away from the public routes of travel. 

In his youth and early manhood, Andrew Edmiston had a 
passion for athletics, h osin g, wrestling and feats of muscular 
endurance. There was living at the time, one Thomas Johnson 
near the head of Stony Creek, Poc^ontas County, who claimed to 

* - -*•' -—-— 

as to which was the - ^ athl<5te ““ 3 ° Ubt 

Creek champion sent * 2 ^' ^ ^ qUeStl ° n ^ ^ 

-enge to the champion of the lower 




Levels, that if he would meet him he would find out that he 
might be the best that the Levels could show, but that he would 
soon find himself no-where on Stony Creel;. This fired young 
Edmiston and he set out by the light of the morning stars for 
TTest Union. 

He walked from his hone near Locust to John Smith ! s at 
head of Stony Creek, fifteen miles before breakfast, to dispute 
the question of "best nan" with Ton Johnson on his own Stony 
Creek ground. 

Without stopping for rest or breakfast he sailed into 
Johnson. In the first round Johnson landed a terrific blow on 
Edmiston* s shoulder that dislocated Edmiston*3 arm and yet he 
continued the contest until he saw his opportunity and overpowered 
Johnson until he called out "enough". 

John Smith then took charge of the victor—the now best 
man of Stony Creek and the Levels and gave him his breakfast, 
and by noon he was back at Locust. 

He felt the effects of that dislocation all his life; 
slight exertion would ever afterward make his injured arm fly 
out of place at the shoulder. 

In his later years he professed religion, a real change 
of heart and became a member of M. E. Church. Eis sincerily 
was respected by all who knew him be strand regarded genuine. 

!,r. Edmiston died April 15th, 1664, aced GT~ years. T.hen the dying 
day came, when he was to pass over to the bright forever, it was 
-ciuid that he was ready. God had not cast him off in old age. 



/ 


nor forsaken him when his strength failed. 

At evening time it was light with this venerable man 
ana he could realize the power of words like these: "I will 
So in the strength of the Lord God; I will make mention of thy 
righteousness even of thine only." 
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AHA].'. ARBOC-AST—lJcted Pioneer 


The Arbogast^s are 
hi 5 ter" or oux Pocahontas t 


identified to a narkefl deeree with the 
people, and justly claim recognition. 

So far as hnown, the original progenitor of the Aroogaots 
in Pendleton end Pocahontas Counties, was I'-ichael Arbogast, who 
was one of the original pioneers of rtst is now Jllghland county 
Virginia, in "Indian Tines". He settled there some tine pre¬ 
vious to 1758. Port Seybert cr. South Branch about twelve mles 
northeast of Pranhlin, nas the chief place of refuge for all the 
pioneers of. that section When there nas danger of being slain or 
carried into captivity by raiding parties of Indians, led for the 
most part by Killbuck. 

Captain Seybert is reported to have made the remark, when 
his fort was taken in 1758, that if the Arbogasts had been there, 
he could have held the place in spite cf the Indians. 

Michael Arbogast had seven sens: Adam, C-eorge, Henry, 
John, Michael, David and Peter—the two last named were twins. 
Adam Arbogast married Margaret Hull, daughter of Adam Hull, 
near Hevener*s store, in what is now Highland county, Virginia. 
They came to the head of the Greenbrier near Traveller's 
Repose (now Bartow) in 1796, end settled on the piece at cne 
tine occupied by Paul P.c. ccl Yeager. “ere, he built up a 
hone in the primitive forest and reared his family. E is 3 cns 
were: Benjamin, "illiam, Adam and Jacob. p. w dau : : terc were: 
Svson ’ - lir - abeth > : Catherine died in youth. 



ADA!.; ARB0GA3T—Hated Pioneer 


The Arboyast^s ore identified to a narked decree with the 
history of our Pocahontas people, and justly elain recognition. 

So far as known, the original progenitor of the Arbogaots 
in Pendleton and Pocahontas Counties, was I'ichael Arbogast, who 
V ;as one of the original pioneers of what is non Highland county 
Virginia, in "Indian Tines". He settled there sene tine pre¬ 
vious to 1758. Port Seybert on South Branch about twelve miles 
northeast of franklin, was the chief place of refuge for all the 
pioneers of that section when there was danger of being slain or 
carried into captivity by raiding parties of Indians, led for the 
most part by Hillbuck. 

Captain Seybert is reported to have made the remark, when 
his fort was taken in 1758, that if the Arbogasts had been there, 
he could have held the place in spite of the Indians. 

Michael Arbcyast had seven sons: Adam, George, Henry, 

John, IJichael, David and Peter—the tv/o last named were twins. 
Adan Arborast married Carcrxet Hull, daughter of Adam Hull, 
near Havener-s store, in what is nor: Highland county, Virginia. 


They came to the head of the Greenbrier near Traveller's 
Repose (now Bartow) in 1796, and settled on the place at one 
time occupied by Paul Hci.eel Yeager. Here, he built up a 
home in the primitive forest and reared his family. His'sons 
were: Benjamin, Viliam, Adam and Jacob. r he daughters were: 
Susan, Blisabeth, Hary, Barbara, and Catherine died in -outh. 
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fountain or Can? Allegheny, of v,hose family full P 

nay be looked for in the Yeager History. 

rary married Hamilton Stalnaker and lived in Randolph 
County. Another daughter became Hrs. Henry *ade on hack Creek, 
in reference to her family-Benjanin Hade v.as a physician and 
settled in Missouri. John Hade v.-as also a physician and lived 
at Burnsville, Braxton County, v;here V/ilson V/ade also lives. 

Hadora Y/ade, who became Hrs. Garvyne Hamilton, lives in Braxton 
county. Haomi V7ade married Jospeh C-illispie and also lived 
in Braxton. Harriett V/ade became the second wife of William 
Coorjcr, nesr Greenbrmk, Pocahontas County. Delilah V/ade 
became Hrs. Joseph V/ooddell near Greenbank. In reference to 
her children, Clark V/ooddell lived in Renick’s Valley, Green¬ 
brier County; 1 rest on V/ooddell, a gallant Confederate soldier, 
was killed in the battle of V/inohester. Warwick V/ooddell v,*as 
killed at the battle of Cold Harbor. Aaron V/ooddell was also 
a Confederate soldier. 

\ 

John Arbogast, a sen of lenjamin Arbogast, Senior, 
v;aa hilled near Clnde Hill, by a Tailing Pree . Jacob Arbogast 
his son, was a prosperous farmer in Hansas . William Arbogast 
Of Adorn the pioneer, married Jane Polinan and lived at fro on Bard:, 
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+Vip -lost "Branch o* “--c family 

*c«lcd on the - Coloncl j. j. llcCrav, U» 

place now in P c^ G — daughters. 

consisted of four — * H ^u, and lived to ^-xns 

•^ et ^ i rS * ^ ^ , aan Shuey and lived at 

for years. m- - * 

-•ishersville, Av.nv.-~a - ‘ ’ 3rora x-U. leaser of V*x- 

• 4. T?n*»beth oecane — 

Harriet Elizaoet 0 f 0 ur county 

_ vriripV T Imorm ci i/l ^en 
t- Ypprer was a vncie-k, - 

1 inton. 3 . — rana „ er for the Pocahon- - 

+ -rflilvia-' promoter and r.a-a^ex 
as a land agent, raiira. V 

tas Development Company. H , 

Paul : .olleel Arbogast carried Amanda Butcher and Ixved 

on the Greenbrier Hirer not far from the bestead, but in 
later life moved to Texas. His wiaow is saU Ixving Ml - ^ 

State of Washington. 

' Ja cob Lee Arbogast married Ctey Hiley and at the time of 
his decease was a merchant at Traveler-s Repose (no, Larto,) tms 
county. TiiHiaci Barton Arbogast also lived at -Traveler's Repose. 

Jacob H. Arbogast was a man of very interesting person¬ 
ality. “e was of untiring energy and in his time was an exten¬ 
sive dealer in wild land. His name frequently uppers in the 
Court records as a party tc some of the most important and 
warmly contested land litigation that ever transpired at the 
Pocahontas bar. lie v:as an ardent supporter of the Confederate 


cause, and saw service in the hone guards. 

In the berinninf of the v;ar, a feu days after the repu2.se 



rrin on ; ;ich fountain in 1861 , he refugee* with his 

-v -c the cast and spent most of the war times in Augusta 
v- '\~ir.is- lie carried hut little with him end so loot 
household foods and live stock along with his dwelling. 

. , 5 r he returned and began life afresh at the old C-reen- 

._But few places in '.Test Virginia were more con- 

brier iid.coccc-u. 

-i 0 tely desolated than the head of C-reenbrier by the ravages 
of war. 

Adam Arbogast Junior of Adam the pioneer, first married 
Haohel Gragg, daughter of Zebulon C-ragg and settled near the 
homestead. There was one son by this marriage,- ITapoleon 
Bonaparte. The second marriage was with Sarah 1-cDaniel. In 
reference to the children of the second marriage, the follow- 
inc particulars are Given. Huldah married Paul UeBael Yeager 
and lived at Traveler’s depose. Sliza Arbogast became Yrs. 
Prank hcElv/ee and lived at Elkins, Randolph County. Alice 
married Early Snyder and lived in Crab Bottom, H-gnland Coun . 
Rachel became Ilrs. C. C. Arbogast and lived near Arb ovale, 
county. Ella married Benjamin Pleisher and lived in 1 -ighl 


County, Adeline died in youth. 

The son, Peter D. Arbogast, first married Hodie Burner, 

lived awhile at Arbcvale, was a Justice of "the ^eacej t&Wfr 

- ‘•nr res' rneb 

in our public schools for many years, but 

. y e retimed 

studied medicine at the University of Virginia. 

to Pocahontas county for a time and practiced his P 

rive hi 5 siX 

at vc'oin, but moved to horyantov.n in order * - " Ej S B 

children the advantages of the schools and the Univeri J 
hot Virginia. t the tine of his recent death he 








Jjenber of our State legislature from r.onon G alla County. 

Adam Arbo G ast, the pioneer lived to be nearly one 
hundred years old. He recovered his second sicht and for 
••cars ::c did not need eye glasses. 

Coniine to this region as early as he did and having 
grown up in the period of Indian troubles, he had many thrill¬ 
ing adventures to relate. Upon one occasion his dogs treed 
a panther in an immense hemlock tree, for which the upper 
C-reenbrier was so celebrated. He called on John Yeager, his 
nearest neighbor, for assistance in captinring the animal, 
one of the largest of its kind. John Yeager was a famous 
and fearless climber of forest trees. A torch was procured 
and he began to climb, holding it in one hand. .When he had 
located the panther he laid the torch on two limbs, descended 
the tree until he could reach the rifle that Tir. Arbogast 
had loaded and primed for him. He thereupon returned to nis 
torch and by its light shot and killed his game. 

Upon one occasion the pioneer had arranged for a bear 
hunt in Burner ! s fountain. When reaching the point desig¬ 
ner oo'., : : e was disappointed in not meeting his hunter friends 
He lulled a bear and as it was grooving late and there were 
signs of a coming storm, he went into shelter, and soon a 
hurricane occurred. She next nomine he found there tas not 
a standing tree anywhere near; the dog was gene, fche bear 

fast under fallen timber, the cun broken to pieces, and he 

v:as safe* vjithout 





a scratch or ruise 























TAT.TCS TEURY REgICK 


j-O 


Jame8 Ilenry I 5 enick «.. a prominent citizen of both 
Pocahontas and Greenbrier Counties. Falling Splines adjoin 
Pocahontas county and is still so good a neighbor that she has 
claims on both, especially since Mrs. Henick » a Pocahontas 


Girl. 

Janes Henry Renick lived on the homestead farm of the 
Renick family, in Railing Springs district, now Greenbrier 
Comity* The land v.-as entered and settled upon in the pioneer 
days of the county, by Major William Renick, who cane from 
Augusta Comity, Virginia and passed the remainder of his life 
on the land he had redeemed from the winderness and the savage. 
The place Is knoim as Ihe "Cave Farm" and embrace a nearly one 
thousand acres of valuable land. 

Since its first settlement, it has remained in the pos¬ 
session of one of the Renick name. Here William Renick was bom 
July 30, 1867. He married Rebecca Renick who was bom on Muddy 
Creek, Greenbrier County March 25, 1791 and died March 15, 

1C46. Their son James Henry, subject of this sketch, was 
^rbm June 17, 1818 and in Pulaslri*County, Virginia, June 6, 

I 860 he married Mary Christina Mathews. She was bom In 
Pocahontas -County (then Virginia) August 3, 1837, a daughter 
01 Captain A. G. and Mary Jane (See) Mathews. Her father was 
b°m in Greenbrier County March 23, 1802, and her mother was 
bom in Randolph County in Tygart's Valley, then in Virginia, 
January l r , V 03 . Captain Mathews and his wife moved to Pulaski 


a ^ b oth -i-d in the year 1880 , the 

ln 1852 " a the latter on January 22nd. and ' 
former on May 19 th *A ^ ^ *>«»-. horn April 

Hrs. Renick are -he P” llth, 

„ 1861 attended Roanoke College; Mary See, July 

„ hool at Foilin'. Institute, *li» R. 3*™** 
1863 attended school at Moixui 

, „ _ ;,; aY in, 186R, Charles Lake, ay 1 - » 

6, 1866; Janes Harry, -ay 19> -‘- 0 • 

1872, died August 16, 1875; Christina Cameron, September , 
1874- Furing the Civil Far Hr. Renick served in the Commis¬ 
sary department under Lee, buying cattle and general supplies 
for the army. 

James Henry Renick rras a brother of Franklin Andrew 
Renick v/ho was one of the noted stock raisers of Little L evels 
in Pocahontas County. He owned a fine farm of one thousand 
acres lying at the foot of Droop fountain. Ur. Renick was a 
noted farmer; he was the first farmer to get the modern con¬ 
veniences for farming. His machinery was a show place for 
visitors. 

H e was a true type of the old Virginia gentleman, 
noted for his hospitality imd kind words for everyone. 

The family^all Ci^cd. except Mrs. Jessie Bobbett of Hot 
Springs, Virginia and r.rs. Lucy Leach, also of Hot Springs, 
and Strother Renick of Idaho. 


/ 




frahixin AHgfflWWSISE. 


Franklin Andrei Henick was a son of «1U- - 
Henick of C-reenbrier County and ms bom on his fathers home- 
stead in that county, near Failing Springs, on Octooer 6th, 
1828. Joseph acid Hazy (Hanna) Handley were the parents of 
his wife. She was born February 25 th, 1839. ^hey were 
narried on the 20th day of Hay, 1857 and were the parents of 
nine children, as follows: 

Robert Strother, Thomas Jackson, &ary Alice, Joseph 
William, Lucy Ellen, Jessie Margaret and Eddie. Freddie and 
a baby boy died in infancy. 

On the first of July, 1862, Franklin A. Remick was 
obliged to enter the Confederate service or send a substi¬ 
tute. He sent a substitute#About the first of Apri}. 1864, 
the substitute law was repealed and U r* Renick was compelled 
to enter the service and so found himself /&sa two soldiers 
/Tl&ons service. Company E 14th Virginia Cavalry and so served 
until the close of the war. 

H e was taken prisoner September 9th, 1864 and confined 
in Camp Chase, Ohio, until march 17th, 1865, when he took 
the oath of allegiance and was released, nearly dead of 
starvation and disease incident to hi S’ confinement without 
the proper comforts of life. He saw a g^t aeal or Ule 

corruption which was then disgracing the Federal 
Government medicines ^ ^ ^ ^ 
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Hon. Willaim Lamb HoNeel was bom near Hlllsbofo 
July 13th, 1625, a son of Abraham and Magdalene (Kelly) 

MclTeel, non deceased, and a grandson of John L’clieel the 
pioneer, who cane to this eoimty from Op.pon, Virginia (now 
Y/est Virginia) about 1770 and reared his primitive log 
cabin now ovmed by his descendents. He also built the 
first hewed log house in the Greenbrier County (then Virginia) 
October 23rd. T/illiam L. hcrTeel married I’argaret Jane Beard, 
daughter of Joseph and Hart ha 3eard. She was born October, 
1833, and died October 6th, 1874. They had eleven children-- 
six girls and five boys. 

At Staunton, Virginia, liovember 4th, 1880, William 

L. KciJeel married Mary E. daughter of Samuel M. and Mary 

C. woodward. During the last three years of the war between 

the States, Killian, l. Htfleel served in the Confederate 

Army as Captain of Company P ISth Virginia Cavalry. He 

raS 6lCCted t0 “ he Le ^slature in 1863 and served two years 

33 “ nenber ° f thG "***• Legislature, (the same year 
that West Virginia became a State). He was a member of tlle 

" est Vir £iaia Senate--was elected -ov -e 

recced for four years in 1880 , 

'.hen the Capital of west Vire-^nib 

t . V,aS deling. TT.Va. 


Killian 1 . MeHeel 


Pocahontas County and 
raisers in the County. 


cn^ed large tracts of land In 


'-' as of the most successful 


stock 




/ 


llr „ »*.l «*« * 11130I “"’- "" 

_ “s« * *— “- 1 “ a “ ”” ei 

hU . milM M*™™ 1 wu » «“ Artl=aa. TH» 1* e 

r ptstt mu. ^ »~X Had A cdooH — * » «- * 
0 „ „ t «. «»*t apaCana at i« «M to He fopnd anywhere. 

a. lat . Hon. W1U» M> KcHeel was a nan ol exeon- 
tive ability, an attractive personality and noted for his 
hospitality and public'spirit. i! e v,as always interested in 
any plan for the upbuilding of his home county Pocahon tas. 

He ras intensely interested in educational matters. The 
establishment of a school of high order in his home district 
known as Little Levels. He was one of the incorporators 
for the Little Levels Seminary for girls in the seventies, 
but the hard times just after the Civil War made money 
so scarce that after five year3 the school closed. 

Abram IIcEeel's third wife was Magdalene Kelly of 

enroe County. At the time of their marriage she v/as 
the widow Haynes. 
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DANIEL KEHH 

mer Pocahontas 


TTpper Pocahontas County. 

Tho Pioneer o* upjwx 

^ - - — 1 

—-—~ - “."i 

rescue from oblivion the memory 

^ was Daniel Kerr, "ho soon 

pioneer of upper Pocahontas. ®es 

after the Revolution, located on the upper end of tie 

he cane from Rockbridge 

owned by Uriah Havener. ^ ^ ^ 

' ■i'C'. c^r rviii qavf/mill and blacksmith 
Oounty, Vir S lnia^=^ established a^milD, aa^LXXJ^ ^j- ^ ^ 

shop on ere little Baok^S of Deer Creek ar.d'his-place-becane 
a center of industiy for a wide region. Ke was njarried--tvjick 
/W“first wife wifa Miss Kirkpatrick of Anthony's Creek. Their 
children were Robert, John, William, Thomas and James. 

Daniel Kerr's second wife was a Kiss KcEamie of Rock¬ 
bridge, a very sprightly and attractive person. Eer children 
were David, Daniel, Raney, Betsy and Mary. He was a sincere, 
pious person and the close of Ills life was very touching. He 
had assembled his family for worship, and upon finishing the 

f >_fi -n_- - ^ 

Scripture lesson ho knee d * d for prayer and. for a -long -time 4ie- 
vrss silent. Upon Going to him _u>-that position}- he was found 
to be speechless and helpless. :ororr-Trf--ttre-tiHe after this, he 

v P r^ai ill§ ^ otioc ^ f _ acxSliillc -^ paid no 

attention to anything that was going on aroundzfcifi.and seemed 
unable to recognise friends. . • v 

one day there was a gleam of intelligence and he 

"Farewell to all" then ^ 

nen la P s ed into silence and not 

long after died so gently that v.r* , 

ntly that he had been dead cone minutes be- 

fore the fact was realised. 


. near the site of the old 

Andy Hughes now U™* « Bettled on a part of the 

Kerr hone. John Kerr «*»* to Augusta 

old place, and went to Missouri. 

County, Virginia, ^A^'^^pie^settled on the place 
Gillian Kerr ^ faBily compo sed of three sons 

occupied *y ^ ^ Jacob, ^ Andrew lived 

and two daughter . — of these 

in the vicinity of the old hone place. Mary Ann, 

daughters, narried Henry Sheets. The other daughter Rachel 

married a Mr. Armstrong in Highland County, Virginra. - 

Thomas Kerr, another son of the pioneer, married a Miss 
Foglesong of Greenbrier County and settled where James Kerr 
lived, near the road to the Top of Allegheny Mountain. His 
family consisted of three sons and two daughters. The sons were 
Robert, George and James; the daughters were ;'-rs. Phoebe 
‘ Phillips and Mrs. Haxy Wooddell. 

Robert was quite a traveler over most of the western 
States and territories and owned valuable lands in upper 
Pocahontas. 

LieutRobert L. Kerr, a son of James Kerr, j graduated 
with distinction from West Point in 1698, being assigned to the 
engineering branch of the service. He was ordered to the 
Philippines, and died on board a troop ship in August, 1898, and 
was buried in the Pacific Ccean. - / ' 

Lary Kerr of the pioneer family became Mrs. Warwick 
Wolfenoerger. Her brother James Kerr/ lived in Greenbrier 
County rot far from Lewisburg. 


— -r rr»“-• 

person of hieh reputa i son of prominence 

by ailiEent seif —n, -~ » > 

as a member of the County Court, Colonei 

Eider in the Church, faithful teacher in Sabbath schools, and^ 
leader in prayer meeting His dauber ^ie became the wtfe 
of Eev. J. C. Carson, a well-known minister in *est Vrx G xnxa 
and Tennessee. Adolphus Kerr, I. D. of Killboro, Virginians 
lois 3 on ana his brother ana mother resided there also. 


* v — - 

Colonel Kerr* s wife was Eliza Yfaitman, daughter 




\7hitman of Anthony ! s Creek. Mr. Y/hitman was a native of Orange 
County, Goshen Township, Hew York. He was a remarkable person, 
and his influence was for good wherever he lived. The blessing 
called down by this good old pioneer abide with his descendants 
to the third and fourth generations. The mercy of the Lord is from 


everlasting to everlasting, to those who remember his commandments 
to do them. 

The homes of our land are its havens of peace, its sane- 
tuaries of strength ana happincos. nence come those principles 
of probity and integrity that are the safeguards of our nation. 
Honor the pioneers and follow their example in religion, truth 
and patient endurance in the hardships of life. 




Bella F. Yeager 
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one 


of the most conspic- 


was a 


in 


In his day ayd generation 
nous citizens of our county was John Bradshaw. 

His residence was on the site now occupied by the 
"Lightner House", belonging to Amos Barlow. John Bradshaw 

native of England. Bradshaw is a historic name, readily 
England—as readers of English history remember. In the 
year 1760 two brothers, James and John Bradshaw, came to 
America. James Bradshaw went to Kentucky to reside. John 
3radshav: remained in Augusta County, Virginia, and married 
Haney McKamie near Parnassus, and scon afterwards settled on 
the Bullpasture River, ten miles below McDowell, on property at 
this tine owned by Franklin Bradshaw and the family of the late 
John Bradshaw, County Surveyor. Here he resided a number of 

years, i.hen early in the last century came to Huntersville, 
Pocahontas County. 

His family consisted of four sons and four daughters- 
I».c r , Elizabeth, Margaret, « Jm ,. a. zone, JMm 

B “‘ “ -»* Isabella St™. 

« *» »I« ho.en.aa, Jolm 

and Franklin Bradshaw, well known 

. taonn citizen3 of Highland County 

'/ere her sons, T,v q Ts r _-,, 

county, was a daughter. Capta^ C —brier 

soldier who fell * the ^ Qf ^ 

of James Bradshaw. e P—lie, was a grand-son 

John Bradshaw married Haney Stevens s1 . 

Bradshaw and settled th ' is “ er of Isabella 

° 316 Tall - ey betWeen the Bulipasturo 
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the famous Ferry at Port Spring over the Greenbrier Hiver. 

Thomas Bradshaw married Raney Wiliams on Anthony's Creek 
and settled on Brow's Creek, three miles from Huntersville, on 
property now held by C. L. Hoore. He exchanged far™ with is 
brother William and moved to the Bradshaw place near Kill Point 
now owned by Lanty HcIJeel. 

Y/illicm Bradshaw was a soldier of the War of 1612. Ilis 
wife was Jane Elliot Hickman, daughter of William Hickman on 
Back Creek who was the ancestor of the Hickman family in Bath 
County, Virginia. William Kidman's wife was Mery Elliott and 
one of her sisters was the wife of Hoses Uoore—hence the name 
Elliott used in the Moore connection. 

William Bradshaw first settled near Mill Point where he 

lived several years, then upon exchanging places with his brother 

Thomas he moved to Browns Creek where he reared his family. He 

opened a carding machine along with his fana. The machine stood 

near the Dunmore road about where the Sheldon Koore Road turns 

off. The bales of roles were fastened with black thorn, which 

were gathered by the boys for a small consideration; Mr. Bradshaw 

finally moved to Lewis County where he died a few years since 

at an advanced age. As mentioned before he'was a soldier of’ 
the uar or XS1* end wu 3 . good B ^ 

and reared a highly respectable family D f eirht , w 

^ 01 eight daughters and 

“ * ‘ 7 ^ —en. near 

• - * J8ne ^erander Moore on Stony Creek. 


one son. 
Greenback 


Sonilda Siler narried Washington Nottingham of‘Glade Hill. 

Hulda Hickman become the wife of John A. HcLaughlin, near Hun¬ 
tersville. IJartha-Ann married Beverly Waugh near Hillsboro. 
L’atilda Margciret was married to the late Nicholas Linger of 
Lewis County. Rebecca Prances died in early youth. Rachel 
Fannnh—the pride of the family—died at six years of age. 

William Janes married 1'ary Zllen "atson in Lewsiburg and 
settled there. Haney Bradshaw, daughter of the Huntersville 
pioneer, married Levi Cachley and lived on Stamping Creel: near 
Hill Point. 


^si-gar 




the late John Gwin on Jachson's River, in Bath County, Virginia. 
Her daughter Haney was the first wife of Squire Hugh McLaughlin’ 

Xatc of ^rlinton. Her son Bavid Gwin narried Elisa Stephenson ox 
Jacksons River. Another son, John Gwin .Junior, BalTied ^ ^ 

P ’ ^ UVed Hot *“*“*■. Austin Gwin was her grand 
son. Jane Gwin, her daughter, married a IV ^ 

-d lived at Winchester, Virgin t * 

Givens on Jacksons River. 2li ^ ^ n,nKrled Q K *- 

Pioneer, was the first wife 0 f the i daUehter of the 

Augusta County, and na s a relati ^ ~° esett Vlh ° came froc 

“ — —n, a .ember : ir; !:C — - - a 
Justice of the Peace. Ke vac ° ourt *»« was a 

Eo„.« „ th . ranj « ■** or. 

« th. 1M. Hon, au. J only Bon 

« th. atom, an, o.^ *: ~ - V »» 

« th. CoU “^- «* "ho 

between the States. ^ HeCOrds *Wng the War 


U UOJ.I 


Their children were John, K ancy William Terry, 

Thomas, Samuel, L’argaret, ^ary, Elisa and Elizabeth. 

Jane Bradshaw, fourth daughter of the pioneer married 
William Tallman of Greenbank and lived at the old home# Her 
son Colonel Jame3 Tallman, was a protege of Henry H# Moffett 
and was Clerk of the two Courts of Focahontas for many years 
and Colonel of the 127th Regiment of Virginia Ililitia. He is 
remembered as one of the most popular and premising citizens and 
his sad and early death cast a gloom over the entire county. 

Lrs - -Allman's second marriage was to Thomas Gammon. 

Their children were *11111 John Pranklin, Cyrus and Kart ha. 

" miam Tall3an Ganr ‘ on Elizabeth Slaven and located at 

Huntersville and beoane a proninent citizen, merchant, member or 
the court, promoted from Captain to Colonel of the Militia and 
nas a ruling elder in the ^esbyterian Church. Martha Jane 

first married Amos Campbell, son of Thomas Campbell of 

Highland County, Virginia - ’ 

’ Gln -a- Her second marriage was p 

J. V. Canter of the Methodist Church. * * ° 

Lilian Bradshaw was one of th* „ 
business men in the early history 0 f ~ oe 7 ^ * i<m ** XB ^ 
a. ^ ^ M «r- 

Ir °" Ms »«. win. amr . °”" 7 “ a 

that 1, h.u by „ mim „ • ■ “ 1S » a b, toos Earl( ,„ 

* a ™« - T“ a ~ kto 

a V„ tm „„ 

a ° llm " hla -•«* «. a prl “ ° r t.»- 

M law M hi. „ 

I7 as larga 2115 tlBe - He 
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We will turn bach for more history of VaviAJiW^ 
the pioneer citizen of the Hannah's who was the son of David 
Hannah, senior, and the progenitor of the Hannah's-one of 
the oldest in Pocahontas County. 

David Hannah married a Hiss Gibson who was reared in 
Augusta County and they settled at the mouth of Locust Creek, 
soon after the Revolutionary War. He had some practical 
knowledge of* medicine and did a good deal of practice in 


frontier times. Dr. Hannah and his wife Mrs. Elizabeth Hannah 
had ten children, six daughters and four sons. 

Ann became Mrs. Joseph Cldhaa. 

Lucinda became Hrs. William Oldham. Their homes were near 


the source of Locu3t Creek. 


!:axy Hannah married John Hollohan and lived in Webster County 

Elizabeth Hannah married William Bennett and lived 
in Harrison County. 


Jennie Hannah married Samuel Whiting and lived on 
Droop Mountain where the Whiting family lived. Her son 

Ebenezer Whiting married Sallie KaHillion and lived on the 
Whiting homestead. 

Haney Hannah married James Cochran and lived near the 
C-reenbrier County line. 


William and John Hannah died in youth. 

Joseph Hannah married Elizabeth Burnside, on C-reenbrier 
Diver and settled on Elh vfcere his son John Hannah lived. 



„ Mt« — W— ^ 

r east of Hillsboro, a daughter of Jo 

^ ^ r «, Walker of Augusta County. Her 

Burnside -» General Walker of Wytheville 

family and the laniiy 

.,„ lv re iated. He was one of the last Cornan- 

Virginia are closely reiateu. 

ders of the Stonewall Brigade. 

David Hannah, Jr. settled on Elk and reared a large 


family of sons and daughters. 

Isabelle Hannah was married to John Varner and settled 

at Split Hock, a few miled down 21k. 

Elizabeth Hannah married IT. J. VanReenen who was a 
native of Holland. His fathers family was attached to a band 
of Holland emigrants who were induced to colonize on Laurel 


Run in 1842 by a Hew York Minister, Schemerhom . the Highlands 

of Pocahontas were not congenial to persons from a populous 
Holland City in the Hetherlands and after grievous priva¬ 
tions the colony disbanded. Some went west, others remained 
m Pocahontas and are excellent people. The Stultings came 
in this band. This family deserve special mention. They 
wore .natives of Holland and to escape religibus persecuting, 
braved the perils of crossing the Ocean in the rude vessels 
of that time. They were a very religious people. The Eldest 
son, Cornelius, was educated for a Presbyterian Minister but 
the Civil War came on and after its close he realized the 
great need of teachers and he became one of our best and 

most noted teachers. He taught the first public school in the 

renowned old Brick Academy. Mrs . 

v. ~rs. Carrie Stulting Sy.denstricker, 



his sister, gave her life as a Kissionaiy in China, being 
sent as a member of the Oak Grove Church, in Hillsboro. 

William Hannah, one of the twins bom to Ur. and 
:;rs. David Hannah, married Catherine Rhinehart of Randolph 

County. 

Eugene married Jennie Kellison. 

Joseph Hannah, the other twin son of the pioneer, 
married Elisabeth Cool, of Webster County and live^in that 
County yet. ile was a soldier in the Y/ar of 1812. 





Ur—® 


fr • 




VALENTINE CACKLEY , Pioneer. 


During the last century hut few na.es have been .ore 
familiarly *»» in our county, before ana since the organi-- 
tion, than the Caokleys. The ancestors of this relationship 
„ere Valentine Cackley Senior and "ary Frye, his wife, from the 
lever valley not far from Winchester at Capon Springs. They 
located at Kill Point about 1778. These worthy people were of 
German descent. The original name was Keckley and came to be 
spelled Cackley by the way it was pronounced. 

Their sons were William, Levi, Joseph, Valentine and Benjamin, 

and their daughters were Alice, Hary, fame and Rebecca—six sons 
and four daughters. 

Alice, the eldest daughter became the wife of the late 
Samuel M. Gay who resided on the farm nor/ held by the heirs 
of the late George Gibson on the Greenbrier K iver above Liar- 
lint ontwo miles. Hr. Gibson was her grandson. LIrs. Gay was a 

very estimable person and the story of her life would make 
thrilling reading. 


Haiy Cackley was married to Gillette Perkins and v;ent 


West. 


Ann Cackley became the wife of Thomas Hill. 

Rebecca Cackley was mairied to John Swing. Her family 
went to Ohio. She was the mother of eleven sons. The young¬ 
est was named Eleven Ewing. It is believed that the famous 
ToTm, Ewing, statesman and orator, and as such was the pride of 
Chio in his time, r/as of this family. 





^evi Cackley married Haney Bradshaw, daughter of John Brad¬ 
shaw, founder of Huntersville, and settled on Stamping Creek 
where some of his worths- descendents yet reside. Jacob, Levi 
and William were the names of his sons. Rev. A. W. Cackley 3.D. 
of the Baltimore Conference was a grandson. 

William Cackley, son| of Valentine Cackley, married 
Jennie Gay, daughter of Robert Gay and first settled on the 
property now owned by Robert Gay and first settled on the prop¬ 
erty now owned by Mathews Ruclnnan near Mill Point and also 
operated a store. Having sold..his:-faxm_±p the late D. L. 

Ruclo?.an he moved his family to a farm on Cumming f s Creek, near 
Huntersville, where he resided for many years, farming and 
merchandising and in public office. A singular occurrence was 
connected with this removal to Huntersville. lirs. Cackley had 
become tired of her flock of pigeons and tried to leave them 

back but to her sunrise the pigeons were on the oak tree near the 
dwelling the next morning. 


i>*r. and lira. 


-u^xey were tne parents ox uve sons and 
f °” DM. and John, ^ 

C1 “*' beom< ^ ^ ^ 

“■ -“** ,iui » ^ 
ax out ton, Braxton County. 

William Cackley was a Captain in the Var of 1612 K is 

Aindn to his company endearea ^ self to ^ sQidiers ^ 

■ rends and gave him great popularity. H e ^ 

Democrat; went several terms to the he^i^ '**•"*- 
of the county. Gislaturej was Sheriff 



those of his 


Valentine Cackl . first wife of 

Virsini*. Their darter Carol** « onoe a 

^rrr,rr:rr— -- 

p ~r:—*— - - —■ ms " ia ™ 

survives him at the old home in Donceverte. 

Valentine Cackley took the census for Pocahontas 
County in 1840. He had the lower mill erected at Hill Point 
which was purchased by David KcCarty and a "carding machine" 
added. McCarty sold the mill to Uriah Bird . Ur. Bird sold 
to Mr. Hogsetrt and Ills daughter orais the mill. 

Joseph Cackley owned the upper mill and after selling 
out to Sampson Mathews he migrated to Ohio, married and settled 
there• 


Benjamin Cackley stayed awhile on his share of the 
homestead known as the Lee place and sold out to his brother 
Joseph and went to Jackson County, Ohio. 

The youngest son/ of Valentine Cackley Senior, was 
named Jacob. He was Xona of athletic sports and over-exerted 

himself which caused internal injuries and he died from the 
effects. 


Valentine Cackley, the pioneer, accumulated 


-- immense 

lirnaea MA. El. ho™ to, .boot th, location occupied by 
iTOty iuu. „ ,„ ns M „„ t0 ^ b==a 

within the li.it, „ th, iort. a, ail ^ ^ ^ 



Persons 



. ov/ persons living 7 e ^ 

- *"* Where ^ 63 " den by par ‘ ie3 working in the garden, 
have seen relics picked up JP A first class 

He encouraged and promoted useful an us * ^ 

mill - the time, ~ «** * ‘ pioneer 

• a While the venerable pioneer 

started and a store carried on, 

ootid over loot a aide prospect, fro. Ms - 11 ' he 

*s not ,»lto !®e lord of Ml Ms eye oopld scxvey" yet to 
could lay claim to a goodly portion of what was in sight—east, no. 
north and west of Hill Point* 

The name of this good old pioneer is worthy of re¬ 
membrance, for he left a very important and influential 
part of our County much better off that it was when he settled 
in it. 





P. Yeager 
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HA1KAH' S ( C<£vt pcSxei) jj " ^ 


John Bxunside Hannah married Margaret McClure an 
located on the Old Field Pork of Elk River. They had a 
family of ten children. Mary, Samuel David, William Boude, 
Wallace, (who died while young) John Ellis, I-ancy Ivie, 

Viola, Edgar Russell and Lena. Mary also died while yoxmg. 

David hannah, the third of the ancestral name, married 
Rebecca Moore, daughter of Isaac Moore of Edray. The names 
of his children were: James Joseph, Mary Margaret and Julia. 
The old soldier worked hard in building up his home and the 
privations he and his family had to endure would seem unbear¬ 
able nov;. He was a kind man and always hospitable, ready 
to share the last he had with the visitor that might want 
shelter and food. 

He was highly esteemed by his neighbors. Ke v:as buried 
in a beautiful spot hear his home under the green sod his own 
hands had helped to clear away. 

JOSEPH KAiniAK 

Among the early settlers of the Elks region was 
Joseph Hannah, a son cf David Hannah, who lived at the 
mouth of Locust Creek. He married-Elizabeth Burnside and 
early in the century settled on the Cld Field For’: of Elk. 

His home was on Kill Run. This vicinity was a p i aoe of 
interest and importance in prehistoric times. It was an 
Indian trail and, it seems to have been from Clover Lick 
CreelC * ThemQ3 ' s P J ~iE£, thence over the mountain 
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. a this re nion or any of P 

presence never occupied this re G occupied as a 

hontas County as a permanent home. - 

, ^ la -t e spring, stunner and earlj au 
temporary resort in *** spr £, 

fit Clover Lick, Hinton end Old Field Fork of Elk are x 
.ost that now remains of Indian temporary homes. The mos 
interesting trace of this kixtfin question is found xn a 
meadow near the Gibson farm on Old Field Fort of Elk River 
twelve miles from Ilarlinton. This meadow was cleared about 
seventy-five years ago by William Gibson and takes the 
place of one of the thickest patches of laurel and alder 
brush that the late William Gibson says he ever worked in 

all his life. / fa ) 

After it was cleared and put in meadow a circle 

appeared about 152 feet in diameter formed of a 3trange 
grass that grows and has not been seen anywhere else. This 
circle is formed of figures representing rattle snakes— 

in the act of mutually swallowing each other-one figure- 

the yellow rattler symbolizes light, the black rattler 
typifies darkness, both combined represent the succession 
of night and day and illustrates the"Indian idea of TIME 
that mysterious something that gives and takes life, having 
the power of life and death. 

Here the hunters would assemble to invoke the favor 
of the mighty mysterious Deity upon whom the contemplated 






they wanted, 


depended. 

With the pioneers, hones_nere 

*«. *• settiea “ oomunitl "; „ 

Th „ aesixrt saciil “ a aa ' rmtaB ‘ ,s of intelligent 

Christian Worship and securing these, their hopes and 
aspirations seemed realised. The "Kagie Circle" is still 
to he seen on the Gibson farm on Elk but it seems to be 
growing dim--in ether words leaving or wearing out.' nearly 
a mile further down was the encampment where about two acres 
of ground had been cleared of trees for camp fires and 
this was the "Old i'ield" that gave this branch of Elk its 
name; and was the first piece of ground planted by Joseph 
Hannah. 


!'r. and Mrs. Hannah reared a large family of indus- 
troius children. David Hannah, sone of the "Old Field" 
pioneer narried Hester Sicafoose. Their children were 


Sarah, who narried Silas Sharp, Jane Hannah, daughter of 
ihe pioneer married Joseph Barlow. Elizabeth married Dr. 
Addison Moore. Mary Hannah married Henry Buford. Joseph 
Hannah was a man of attractive personality. 

His memory was so retentive that he could remember 


whole chapters in the Bible that he W committed to 

memory in ttf early life; he could recite the Scriptures 
for hours at a time, having « Special preference fQr ^ 

historical narratives of the patriarchs and the 


wanderings 


* 


of the Israelites and conquest of the Promised land 
under Joshua. Wien a very old man Iir. Hannah wore his 
gray hair combed back and plaited in a cue that hung 

down between his shoulders. 

Before retiring he would repeat a hymn, then 
sing the hymn; he then knelt in prayer and poured out 
his full heart in humble, trusting prayer in the tone 
of a loving trusting child to a kind and more loving 
father. 
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aT . Q the foundation stone ol our 
riven below. These pioneers, the loan 

. resent 01 _ nshiP , -.«* came * - rt ° f — 
east or the mountains, although a re. came from ,-arylan, 

and Pennslyvania. They .ere either marrie* .hen they came 

and brought their wives with them or else returned to the set 

tlement for a helpmate. A pioneer home was not complete 

without a cook, a spinner and a weaver. 


iiarly permanent settlers: 

Benjamin Arbogast, who settled in the Glade Kill 
neighborhood. 

Adam Arbogast, who settled on head of Greenbrier 
River, 179G. 

.711 liam ^uldridge, a native of England, who settled 
in Bridger's Gap. 

John Barlow, who settled on Buckley i..ountain on the 
west side of Greenbrier River. 

John ^radshaw, who settled at Huntersville. 

Joshua buckley, the pioneer settler of the Buckeye 
neighborhood, who came from ..inchester and settled at the 
junction of Swago GreeK witn Greenbrier River, between the 
years 1770 and 1775. 

•llllam Baxter, who settled at Edray. 

Joseph Brown, who settled at Gdray. 


POaiHONTAS COUNTY 


-~~« —'r::: t. 

Pocahontas County, who satUed at the head 

Hohert Beale, who settled on El* about 1827. 

Heuben Bussard. a native of Germany, who settle 

tween Glade Hill and Frost. 


Rriffht. ancestor 






tas County. 

Valentine Caclcley, who settled in the Hill point 

neighborhood about 1778. 

Michael Cleek, who settled in iCnapps Creek Volley. 

John H. Conrad, who settled on North *ork. 

Jacob Cassell, ancestor of the Cassell family, who 

settled in Greenbonk District. 

John Collins, a native of Ireland, who settled on Greenbrier 
River. 

Thomas Cochran, a native of Ireland, who settled on «. 
the Rankin place on Greensier River. 

James Callison, who settled on Locust Creek about 
1782 and Anthony Caliv^on who settled in the same neigh¬ 
borhood a little la^er. 

James Cooper, who settled in the Greenbank neighbor- 

nuuu. 

Isaxch Curry, who settled on Back ilountain. 

‘Henry Dilley, who settled on Thorny Creeic. 

L'ichael jaugherty, a native of Ireland, who settled 
on Knapps Creek about 1770. 

Abram Durrield, who settled in Ldray District. 


/ 
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,Valter Drinnon, a native of 
in Edray District. 


Ireland, who settled 


Martin Jilley, who settled near Dilley's Lill. 

Edward Jrvine, who settled on the head of Trimble’s 


Hun in Greenbank District. 

..ndrew Sdmiston, who settled on Locust Creek. 
William Edmiston, who settled in Little Levels Dist 
Jeremiah Friel, who settled on the waters of Laurel 


Creek. 


John H. Flemmins, who settled on the waters of 
Laurel Creek. 

relix Grimes, a native of Ireland, who settled on 
Knapps Creek about 1770. 

iiobert Gay, who settled In ISdray district, on the 
east bank of the Greenbrier iiiver, opposite the mouth of 
Gtony Creek, np.ar Larlinton. 

David Gibson, who settled in the Little Levels 
District about 1770. 

r ml - ** 
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Hiohard Hill 

a»out the time the armies J *“ eTe4 ^ h8V6 S6ttled h «e 

He married Nanoy ,. cKeel # " -volution were disbanded. 

settler of Little Lev^ ^ ^ the f lra 




POCAHONTAS COUNTY 

' 4 ' ar „ho settled on Elk. 

David Hannah, an early ^ Creek, 

curistopner Herold, «»° -• ^ ^ app . r family. -W 
Henry Harper, the ances 

settled on Knapps Creek ^ sltUngtonS Creek. 

?;===-•=:. 
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to 1600 and settled near Mar Upton. 

Daniel Kerr, -ho settled near Greenbank. 

Lan ty lockridge, «h° settled on Douthards Creek. 

Hoses Moore, the ancestor of the large Moore family 
ln Pocahontas County, »ho settled ^on Knapps Creek about 1770. 
John Moore, from Pennsylvania, *ho settled in the 


Hills Country. 

John McLaughlin, who settled in Greenbank District. 

William McLaughlin, who settled on Thomas Creek. 

Hugh McLaughlin, who settled on the site where the 


town of Marlinton now stands. 


settled 


l..Qriinion now si>auue. 

John KicHeel, from Frederick County, Virginia, 
in the Little Levels shout 1765. 


near Frost 


Levi Moore, Sr., a native of ..ales, who settled 


Thomas McNeill, the ancestor of the large McHeill 
family of the Swago community, who settled in the Swago 
community between 1766 and 1770. 



POCAHuNTAS COUNTY 
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Timothy McCarty, a native or Ireland. who settled on 

Knapps Creek. He was one of the early pioneers. 

Sampson L. ..thews, who first settled on Swago and 
la ter moved to Mill Point. He was the first County Surveyor 
William Nottingham, a native of England, who settled 

in the Green hank. District. 

William Poage, who settled in the Little revels. 

David L. Ruckraan, who settled in the Little ^evels. 


James Rodgers, who cane to Pocahontas County in 




and settled un Rodgers Mountain at the head of Swago. 
John Slaven, who settled on Deer Creek. 

John Sharp, a native of Ireland, the ancestor of 
one brance of the Sharp family in Pocahontas County, who 
settled at Frost in 1802. 


William Sharp, the encestor of another branch or the 

3’narp family in locanontas County, who settled in Huntersville 
District about 1773. 

Joan Smith, a native of Ireland, who settled on 

Stony Creek. 


James Tallman, who settled near Greenbank, 

• oseph Varner, who settled on Elk. 

James Waugh, who settled in the Kills Country. 

aalph and Stephen Janies,, who settled in Hunters- 
ville District. 
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in Greenbrier County. 

John Yeager. ,ho came from Pennsylvania and settled 

at Travelers Heposc soon after the Kevolutionary war. 

And such other names as Thomas Drinnon, John Johnson, 
Thomas Johnson, Patrick Slaterly, Robert Duffle, Thomas Brock, 
Lawrence Jrinnon, James Lewis, John Switzer, and many others. 


Taken from Price’s History and a list of first settlers 
sent me by Mr. D. C. Adkison. 


